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To all Luhon, it may conce77 : caused to rotate into the position seen in dot 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. S. REED, of ted lines, when the beveled face 9 is brought 

Leominster, in the county of Worcester and around against the end of the plunger, the 
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain pressure of which thereon elevates the retaining 
Improvements in Toy Guns or Cannons, of device, when the plunger is free to be carried 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact forward by the force of the spring and pro 
description, reference being had to the accom- .jects the ball from the mouth of the cannon A. The target h may be struck by a ball held 
cation, in which- in the hand of a person, the ball being secured 

cannon A is provided with a long plunger, (t, 
passing centrally into it from the rear, the head 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of two can 
nons facing each other, one of them being pro 
vided with my improvements. Fig. 2 repre 
sents a cannon the target of which is being 
aimed at by a ball attached to an elastic cord 
and held in the hand of a toy soldier. Fig. 3. 
represents the target of a cannon about to be 
struck by the ball of a pistol. Fig. 4 repre 
sents the target about to be struck by a ball 
thrown by hand and without an elastic con 
nection. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 represent the retain 
ing device. - 
My present invention consists in a toy gun or 

cannon having a spring-plunger and a retain 
ing device, which is adapted to be rotated in 
such manner as to allow of the release of the 
plunger which discharges the ballor other mis 
sile contained therein. 

. To enable others skilled in the art to under 
stand and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the manner in which I have carried 
it out. . - 
. In Fig. 1 of said drawings, A, B represent 
two mounted cannons facing each other. The 

of the plunger being secured to the cannon by 
an elastic band, b. - 
Communicating with the bore of the can 

non A is a vertical passage, c, for the recep 
tion of the shank d of a retaining device, C, 
having a horizontal arm, e, with an enlarge 
ment which serves as a target, h, at its outer 
end. The bottom of the shank d is provided 
with two beveled faces, 8 and 9, Figs. 5, 6, 
and 7. When the plunger at is drawn out to 
the rear of the cannon, its forward end abuts 
against the beveled face 8, which holds it in 
this position against the resistance of the 
spring-band b, the horizontal arm e, with its 

50 target, being located at right angles to the bore 
of the cannon. When the target of the gun 
A is struck by a ball discharged from the gun 
B or other object, the retaining device C is 

riage, (see Fig. 2); or the target may be struck 
by a ball discharged from a pistol, Fig. 3, or by 
a ball thrown by hand without the elastic cord, 
Fig. 4. 
The target of the retaining device may be 

dispensed with, and its horizontal arme have 
a cord, i, attached thereto, Fig. 7, which may 
be pulled in order to rotate the retaining de 
vice and release the plunger a. - 
The bottom of the retaining-pin may be pro 

vided with but one inclined face, or it may be 
cam shape, if desired. 

claim 
1. A toy gun or cannon provided with a 

spring-plunger, a, and a retaining device, C, 
passing down into the bore, and having its foot 
inclined or cam shape, constructed to operate 
as described. 

2. A toy gun or cannon, with its Spring 
plunger a, and a retaining device, C, having 
its bottom inclined or cam shape, and with a 
horizontal arm, e, provided with a target, h, 
which, when struck or acted on, liberates the 
plunger, which discharges a ball, as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

3. In combination, the toy guns. A B, each 
having a spring-plunger, ct, and a retaining 
device, C, extending into the bore in front of 
the plunger, and provided on its outside with 
a vertically-pivoted target, h, which, when 
struck or acted on, will swing around from a 
position at right angles to the bore into a po 
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to an elastic cord attached to the cannon-car 
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sition in the same line or plane therewith, to 
release the plunger within, whereby the dis 
charge of a ball or missile from one gun shall 
strike the target and cause the discharge of the 
other gun, as specified. - 
Witness my haid this 28th day of April, 

1883. 
WILLIAM. S. REED. 

presence of 
N. W. STEARNs, 
C. E. DRESSER. 
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