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This invention relates to domestic or in-the-home knit 
ting operations, and particularly to knitting operations of 
the type which require the use of two runs of yarn from 
separate spools in order to knit the desired article. 

In the course of such a knitting operation, the runs of 
yarn recurringly become crossed at a point between the 
spools and the knitter. When this occurs, it has hereto 
fore been necessary for the knitter to manually pick up 
the spools of yarn and reverse their positions (on the floor 
or table as the case may be) in order to eliminate the 
crossed arrangement of said runs of yarn and as necessary 
to proceed with the knitting. 

It is the major object of this invention to eliminate the 
inconvenience and loss of time to the knitter occasioned 
by the present yarn-uncrossing method, by providing a 
unit-adapted to upstand on the floor in front of the 
knitter-which supports a pair of spools of yarn in trans 
versely spaced relation, and is provided with means 
whereby when desired such spools may be quickly and 
easily reversed in position by foot action and without the 
knitter having to change her position or temporarily lay 
down the article being knit. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a re 

versible spool unit for knitting yarn which is designed for 
ease and economy of manufacture, and convenience of 
USC. 

A still further object of the invention is to provide a 
practical, reliable, and durable reversible spool unit for 
knitting yarn and one which is exceedingly effective for 
the purpose for which it is designed. 

These objects are accomplished by means of such struc 
ture and relative arrangement of parts as will fully ap 
pear by a perusal of the following specification and 
claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the reversible spool unit, 

showing the spools empty. 
FIG. 2 is a somewhat enlarged transverse sectional ele 

vation of the spool unit, taken on line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the spool unit, showing the 

runs of yarn leading uncrossed from their respective 
spools. 
FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic plan view of the spool unit, 

showing the runs of yarn as crossed, and illustrating the 
method of uncrossing said runs. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional elevation of 

one of the spools and its mounting means. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings and 

to the characters of reference marked thereon, the re 
versible spool unit consists of a supporting base of stool 
like form, indicated generally at 1, which comprises a 
top or platform 2 supported at a suitable height from the 
floor by legs 3. 

Turnably supported in and upstanding from the plat 
form 2 is a rotary post 4 which on its upper end is fitted 
with a rigid cross bar 5; said cross bar being fixed on the 
post for rotation therewith. 
The cross bar 5 extends transversely equal distances on 

opposite sides of the post 4, and adjacent each end such 
cross bar supports an upstanding spindle 6 which is pref 
erably threaded on its upper end. 

Freely turnable on each spindle 6 is a spool 7 on which 
the yarn is wound before the spool is placed on the 
spindle. The base flange of the spool when mounted on 
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the spindle 6 rests on an anti-friction disc 8 so as to allow 
the spool to turn freely and with a minimum of resistance. 

Each such spool 7 is removably held on its spindle 6 by 
means of a cap nut 9 mounted on the spindle at its upper 
end; the nut being of such form that it may be readily 
manipulated by hand. 

In order to rotate the post 4 and the unitary cross bar 
5 through a 180 degree arc when necessary to reverse the 
positions of the spools 7, the following arrangement is 
provided: 

Disposed mainly in front of the base 1 and ajacent the 
floor, is a pair of transversely spaced foot pedals 10 which 
project at their rear ends under the platform 2; said foot 
pedals being transversely pivotally mounted at their front 
ends on a cross rod 11 end-supported by L-shaped hangers 
12 depending from said platform 2. 
At their inner or free ends the foot pedals 10 are con 

nected to the ends of a relatively taut, flexible but non 
stretchable cord 13 which is wrapped about and secured 
at a suitable point to a vertical axis pulley 14. This 
pulley is fixed on the lower end of the post 4 directly be 
low the platform 2, as shown in FIG. 2. The cord 13 
between the pulley 14 and the foot pedals 10-is guided 
through suitably positioned, direction-changing eyes 15 
mounted on and depending from the platform 2. With 
this arrangement, the end portions of the cord can ex 
tend vertically to corresponding foot pedals, while the in 
termediate portion of the cord extends about the pulley 
in a horizontal plane. 
The point of connection of the cord 13 with the pulley 

14 is such that-when the cross bar 5 extends transversely 
of the base-one pedal 10 is in raised position while the 
other pedal is in lowered position, as shown in FIG. 1. 
When the runs 16 of the yarn become crossed, as shown 

in FIG. 4 (as recurs during the knitting operation) a re 
versal in the relative position of the pedals 10, by down 
ward foot pressure on the raised pedal 10, will cause the 
pulley 14, post 4, and cross bar 5 to be rotated through an 
arc of 180 degrees in one direction. Such rotation will, 
of course, reset the cross bar 5 in a transverse position on 
the base but with the spools 7 thereon reversed in posi 
tions; i.e., with spool A occupying the position relative to 
the knitter originally occupied by spool B, and with the 
runs of yarn uncrossed. 
When it is necessary to next reverse the spools, depres 

sion of the then raised pedal (which had been previously 
raised by the depression of the other pedal) will impart 
the desired return rotation of the cross bar in the opposite 
direction and to its initial position, again uncrossing the 
runs of yarn. 

Prior to each operation or reversal of the described 
spool unit, the knitter lifts the knitting to an elevation 
such that the runs 6 of the yarn incline upwardly from 
the respective spools and so that the latter-as they move 
to reversed positions--may pass under such runs without 
entanglement there with. 

If desired, an additional spool 7A may be mounted on 
top of the post 4, but such spool is merely a spare in 
tended for the reception of a supplementary supply of 
yarn. 
From the foregoing description, it will be readily seen 

that there has been produced such a reversible spool unit 
for knitting yarn as substantially fulfills the objects of 
the invention, as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in detail the present 

and preferred construction of the reversible spool unit for 
knitting yarn, still in practice such deviations from such 
detail may be resorted to as do not form a departure from 
the spirit of the invention, as defined by the appended 
claims. 
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Having thus described the invention, the following is 
claimed as new and useful and upon which Letters Patent 
is desired: 

1. A reversible spool unit for knitting yarn compris 
ing a base, a post upstanding from the base, a cross bar 
mounted on the upper end of the post, a pair of spindles 
to rotatably support spools of yarn mounted on the cross 
bar in diametrically opposed relation to and substantially 
equal distances from the post, the cross bar being fixed 
on the post for rotation therewith, the base including a 
horizontal platform raised relative to a supporting floor, 
means turnably mounting the post in the platform with 
the post projecting therebelow and foot actuated means 
mounted on and below the platform and applied to the 
post below said platform to rotate the post through an 
arc of 180 degrees. 

2. A reversible spool unit, as in claim 1, in which said 
last named means comprises a pulley fixed on the lower 
end of the post, a pair of transversely spaced separately 
operable foot pedals supported from the platform below 
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the same, the pedals normally being disposed one in raised 
position and the other in lowered position, a relatively 
taut cord connected at its ends to the pedals and inter 
mediate its ends wound about the pulley, and direction 
changing guides on and depending from the platform and 
through which the runs of the cord pass between the 
pedals and the pulley. 

3. A reversible spool unit, as in claim 2, in which the 
cross bar extends transversely when either pedal is in 
raised position. 
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