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DETERMINING IN-SEASON CROP STATUS 
IN AN AGRICULTURAL CROP AND 

ALERTING USERS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 13/568,109 filed Aug. 6, 2012 for “METHODS, 
APPARATUS, AND SYSTEMS FOR DETERMINING IN 
SEASON CROP STATUS IN ANAGRICULTURAL CROP 
AND ALERTING USERS’ by Jerome Dale Johnson. 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

0002 The aforementioned U.S. application Ser. No. 
13/568,109 is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. The present invention relates to the methods, 
graphical user interfaces (GUI), computer-readable media, 
and systems for combining multiple types of data and data 
Sources including in-season crop data related to crop status in 
agricultural crops, dynamically analyzing the data, making 
crop status determinations based on that analysis and user 
defined triggers, and automatically providing alerts to the 
user, or other designated parties, concerning the status. The 
present invention detects the status and alerts the user in a 
timely manner during the crop season Such that action can be 
taken. The system can be executed repeatedly and consis 
tently in a cost-effective, Scalable manner and without requir 
ing special agronomic or technical skills. 
0004. It is well known that reducing crop stress during the 
growing season is important to maximize crop quality, yield 
and economic return. As the crop grows and matures it is 
Subject to a variety of factors that can negatively impact crop 
outcomes. The term crop stress as used in the present docu 
ment to describe the crop stress resulting when the factors that 
cause crop stress during the crop life cycle and can be con 
trolled or managed to some degree but are not managed as 
effectively as possible. Examples of these factors include 
nutrient and pH imbalance, insect and other pests, diseases, 
and other conditions which impact a crop during the growing 
season. The present document will use nutrient imbalance 
and in Some cases a specific nutrient such as nitrogen as an 
example of a factor that can cause stress to describe the 
present invention. It should be noted that the methods and 
systems described herein apply also to pests and diseases 
even though the algorithm details may vary. As we describe 
the invention it should be noted that timeliness and ease of use 
are of particular importance. By timeliness we are addressing 
early detection of crop stress, determining the severity of the 
stress and responding to the stress quickly minimizing their 
negative impact. For the crop stress issues addressed in the 
present document corrective action needs to occur as quickly 
as possible to minimize the negative impact on the crop and its 
quality and yield. 
0005 Matching the balance of nutrients available for a 
plant with the nutrient requirements of that plant, at any point 
in time during the plant life cycle, is critical to reduce stress 
and to maximize agricultural output and value. Matching 
available/required nutrient balance is especially important 
during key times in the plants life cycle. Nutrient levels 
below what is required may result in yield loss or a decline in 
crop quality, and therefore economic loss. Nutrient levels 
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above what is required can result in excessive costs and 
stressed plants, which is harmful for both plants and humans 
consuming them, and can negatively impact Surface and 
ground water and has other harmful environmental effects. 
0006 While it is important to match the available nutrients 
to those required by each plant, this balance is difficult to 
achieve, especially in a scalable manner required in today's 
large-scale production agriculture operations where a farmer 
may have thousands of acres located in fields distributed over 
many miles. If a crop stress resulting from nutrient imbalance 
is identified shortly after it first begins to impact the plant and 
action is taken to add nutrients as soon as possible, permanent 
losses in yield, crop quality, and the resulting negative finan 
cial impact can be minimized. 
0007. The primary problem, which is addressed by the 
present invention, is the ability to determine the crop stress as 
quickly as possible, in-season, and ideally before any, or at 
least minimal, damage to the crop has occurred, and then 
make the farmer (grower, farm manager, consultant, Supplier, 
contractor, or other person with the responsibility to monitor 
crop health, henceforth collectively identified as the user in 
the present document) aware of the stress such that corrective 
action can be taken immediately or soon thereafter. In addi 
tion, the present invention detects the stress and notifies the 
user in a scalable and cost effect manner. The process can be 
executed repeatedly and consistently and without requiring 
special agronomic or technical skills. 
0008 Continuing to use nutrients as an example, labora 
tory soil testing is currently widely used to determine the level 
of nutrients in the soil, however, it does not always accurately 
estimate the nutrients currently available for the crop planted 
in that soil. These tests are often performed many months 
before a crop is planted, in some cases years before, and may 
not reflect the nutrients available for a plant during a particu 
lar growing season. Another drawback of soil nutrient tests is 
that they do not take into account factors such as Soil structure 
or biological activity, nor to they take into account weather 
and other factors, which affect the rate at which nutrients 
leave the soil into the Surrounding environment. These, and 
other factors mean that the concentration of nutrients in the 
soil can rapidly deviate from the results of a soil test. 
0009 Plant tissue tests are almost always more accurate 
than soil tests when determining the condition of the plant and 
the need for additional nutrients. They are more accurate 
because they include additional information about the physi 
ology of the crop and the actual status of crop nutrition rather 
than nutrients in the soil. Traditional tissue tests are destruc 
tive tests where a sample is sent to a laboratory for analysis. 
Non-destructive tissue tests have advantages over traditional 
destructive tests in that they can be performed in the field, and 
provide results much faster than laboratory tests, however 
these tests are subject to many of the same limitations and 
constraints as traditional laboratory tests. 
0010. The problems with laboratory tests (both soil and 
plant tissue) are that the results are often difficult to interpret. 
Also, there is a delay between when the samples are taken for 
analysis, and the delivery of that analysis to the farmer. This 
means the results may not be received by the farmer until the 
ideal time to take corrective action has passed. In addition, 
laboratory tests can be quite expensive, and they are usually 
performed randomly across a field and therefore can only, by 
the nature of sample testing, provide a loose estimate of the 
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nutrient status over the entire field and may not reflect the 
variability found throughout the field and special problems in 
specific portions of the field. 
0011. Another method currently used to determine crop 
status is manual visual inspection, commonly called "scout 
ing. This is usually accomplished when the farmer or a 
contracted expert visually inspects the crop, by literally walk 
ing through or driving by the field. This technique is ineffec 
tive because the farmer can only inspecta Small portion of the 
crop, is random in nature, and requires ambition, skill and 
interpretation in the person performing the Scouting. This 
approach also becomes less practical as farm operation grows 
in Scale. 

0012 Aerial visual inspection, using aircrafts, satellites, 
or other flying devices, is also used from time to time. This 
approach allows the farmer to Scout a larger portion of the 
crop from an advantaged aerial position in a short time. This 
approach also depends on the skill of the farmer (or pilot, if 
the aircraft is manned) to make visual interpretations of the 
data gathered. Depending on the method of aerial inspection, 
this approach can be costly and therefore cannot be reason 
ably conducted on a regular, such as daily, basis. Satellites, 
another source of data, can typically capture imagery data 
infrequently, often every few weeks, and weather (e.g., 
clouds) can be an obstacle. The data is captured from a very 
high elevation making the resolution of the data problematic. 
Manned aircraft, satellite, or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
data is most often in a visual form, and actionable interpreta 
tion is difficultunless relying on a person skilled in the art. As 
a result, satellites and manned aircrafts cannot be depended 
on for timely crop status detection and are better used as a data 
Source for long term planning. 
0013 Yet another approach to determine crop status is to 
use yield data produced by harvesting equipment, which is 
generated when the crop is harvested. Overlaying yield data, 
typically in the form of maps, from several years illustrates 
yield and yield variability over time, and can be useful when 
making long term plans. However, yield maps are not particu 
larly useful during the growing season when it is important to 
detect crop status as timely as possible. 
0014 Finally new methods and devices, such as an 
attached device to a nutrient applicator or sprayer or other 
in-field device, may be used to detect a deficiency as the 
nutrient is being applied to the field or plant oran operation is 
performed in the field. When these machines travel back and 
forth across a field they dynamically make a determination of 
crop status and then apply the nutrients based on the analysis. 
These machines are costly, require a pass over the field, and 
are helpful when applying Supplemental nutrients variably, 
but not as helpful when determining that there is a deficiency 
and when to take corrective action. Currently, the farmer is 
left with using one or a combination of all of these techniques, 
resulting in data for him or her to work with that is generally 
difficult to interpret, delayed in its usefulness, incomplete, 
costly, not scalable, and/or not science-based. 
0015. Different types and amounts of nutrient applications 
(such as manure or commercial nutrients) provide an addi 
tional set of factors to consider. Nutrient levels available to a 
plant can vary across the field depending on the chemical 
makeup of the nutrient, and how it reacts and is absorbed by 
the plants and soils. Plus, proper application is a frequent 
problem, caused by operator error, equipment malfunctions, 
and/or improperly calibrated application equipment. 
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0016. The present inventor has recognized that current 
in-season crop status determination methods suffer from the 
same general problems, namely the lack of a repeatable, 
consistent, Scalable, cost-effective, easy-to-interpret, and 
timely method to detect crop stress such as nutrient deficien 
cies in-season for today's production agriculture industry. 
Methods today are difficult to use and each come with their 
own set of technical, economic, and timing barriers. They do 
not take advantage of technologies such as timely, frequent, 
and cost-effective in-season data-gathering, mining, federa 
tion, and analysis to consistently and automatically make 
Science-based determinations of crop status and crop stress 
Such as nutrient status. Nor do current strategies adapt well to 
changes occurring in agriculture, namely, the economic need 
to maximize production, the increasingly larger agricultural 
operations, the increasingly more common use of unskilled 
workers, and the continual need to accommodate the occur 
rence of unplanned events such as inclement weather and 
climate change. 
0017. The present invention solves these problems by pro 
viding an analysis and alert System that can receive real time 
in-season crop data from UAVs (but not necessarily limited to 
that data source) dynamically combine the received data with 
additional data, process and analyze it to make determina 
tions and notify the user, or other designated parties, of 
instances where there is a crop status that varies from param 
eters defined by the user. These parameters of measurement 
can be based on, for example, benchmarks established by the 
user him- or herself, benchmarks established by the present 
analysis and alert System, Internet-based research and other 
resources, and/or peer farmers and the results they are achiev 
ing. These notifications of crop status to the user or other 
designated parties can be provided on a timely basis such that 
corrective action can be taken consistently, repeatedly, and 
economically, and without agronomic or technical skill These 
objectives are accomplished by employing technologies not 
previously exploited to Such ends. 

SUMMARY 

0018. The methods, apparatus, and systems for determin 
ing in-season crop status in agricultural crops and notifying 
designated parties of crop stress Such that corrective actions 
can be taken are herein described. The crop status alerts 
system is comprised of a user interface, data feeds, data 
Sources, a communication network, a crop status analyzer and 
alert generator, and a database. Information regarding in 
season crop status may be received from a variety of Sources, 
Such as a user, a database, a data feed, a Social network, an 
Internet-based data source, a UAV, an in-field sensor, and/or 
equipment, via a communication network, Such as the Inter 
net, a cloud computing network, a local area network (LAN), 
a wide area network (WAN), or a wireless LAN (WLAN). 
0019. The user interface may be configured to receive an 
alert, analysis, and determination from the crop status ana 
lyZer and alert generator via the communication network, 
provide the crop status analysis and determinations to the 
user, receive the information regarding the visual informa 
tion, field data, planned events, and local knowledge from the 
user, and provide the received information to the crop status 
analyzer and alert generator. Optionally, the system may fur 
ther include a database communicatively coupled to the crop 
status analyzer and alert generator that is configured to store 
the received crop status information. 
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0020. The received information may be processed and 
analyzed to determine the status of a crop in a field and/or in 
a portion of a field. This status can be determined based on an 
analysis of the data including a comparison to, for example, 
previous data concerning the crop including images data Such 
as patterns, color (visual and non-visual), texture, shape and 
shadows, non-visual data Such as carbine dioxide levels, sys 
tem-defined benchmarks, user-defined benchmarks, peer 
farmer-defined benchmarks, other crops in similar environ 
ments, and/or nutrient/chlorophyll correlative data, to deter 
mine if stresses exist, if any. This analysis is intended to 
identify conditions that may impact crop stress so that the user 
can take corrective action. The stresses that are detected may 
encompass an entire agricultural field or a portion of the 
agricultural field. If the stresses are determined to be within a 
defined parameter of acceptability, no alert or notification will 
be issued to the user or other designated party. However, if 
they fall outside the defined parameter of acceptability, the 
crop status analyzer and alert generator will issue the appro 
priate notification. 
0021 For the present invention, the user is generally 
assumed to be a farmer or other person who manages an 
agricultural crop. The aforementioned designated parties 
might include agricultural product and service Suppliers, 
agricultural product buyers, landlords who rent land to farm 
ers, or other persons who have a vested interest and/or respon 
sibility in the growth and outcomes of an agricultural crop. 
0022 All of the data incorporated into the crop status alert 
system is derived from the user, the user's equipment, a UAV 
(or other flying device, collectively identified as UAV in the 
present document), sensors, and/or commercial and/or public 
free and fee-based data sources. The graphical user interface 
(GUI) may be configured to receive data from the user con 
cerning the agricultural crop. This data may relate to the 
agricultural fields (location, size, shape, ID orname), planned 
events (dates, types, location, and other specifics of the crop 
planted), and local knowledge (including, but not limited to, 
the user's preferences and experiences, and his or her per 
Sonal visual inspections of the crop). Other data may be 
received from other sources via a communication network. 
This data incorporated into the crop status analyzer and alert 
generator may be from, for example, a UAV in the form of 
in-season data or from Internet-based data sources, relating to 
field data (Soil types, weather patterns, climate, slope, etc.), 
unplanned events (current weather data, etc.), and Scientific 
and agronomic data (including, but not limited to, known best 
practices, research, plant research, extension, and universi 
ties). On some occasions, an attribute of the received infor 
mation may be determined and the received information may 
be incorporated into a corresponding attribute of the database. 
For example, when an attribute of the received information 
relates to the crop or field's condition, it may be incorporated 
into a corresponding field condition attribute. 
0023. A portion of the data that the user enters relates to his 
or her preferences in how the crop status analyzer and alert 
generator receives and analyzes the data, the parameters 
around how and when the system notifies the user or other 
designated parties, any exclusions that the user desires 
exempt from the analyzed data, and the manner and method 
by which the user, and/or other designated parties, are alerted 
to potential stresses. 
0024. The crop status analyzer and alert generator sends 
alerts to the user, and/or other designated parties, through the 
communication network and the GUI. In one embodiment, 
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this notification may take the form of a text message, or a 
phone message. In another embodiment, this notification may 
include maps to define the location, size, and shape of the area 
where the stress that falls outside the user's established 
acceptable parameters has been determined. It may also 
include a visual analysis in the form of a chart or graph 
displaying analysis, activities, and comparative data. The user 
to give the user a more nuanced view of the crop status data 
may alter data display preferences. In one embodiment, an 
example of a data display preference is the ability of the user 
to exclude geographic areas within his or her fields that he or 
she does not want included within the analysis. This exclusion 
allows the user to remove from consideration data and/or 
areas of a field that are physically incongruent with the rest of 
the field (e.g., ditches, rock piles, former building sites, spe 
cial situation areas, etc.) and therefore skew or distort the 
overall dataset and the resulting analysis. Iterations of data 
gathering/receiving events may occur over a period of time, 
providing the user with comparative data of the same crop in 
the same field over time Likewise, through the use of social 
networks, peer users may compare their crop health with 
others, including those other users who have crops in relative 
proximity and those of other users who may share similar 
environments (soil types, climate, weather, seed varieties, 
etc.). For example, a when a farmer has a disease or pest 
problem there is a high likelihood that other farmers in the 
Social network may also have a similar problem. In this man 
ner crop stress findings and alerts can spread quickly across 
one or multiple networks of farmers. In another embodiment, 
the user may be able to personally view the underlying data. 
Alerts may also be issued to other interested parties, as des 
ignated by the user. These alerts are intended to keep the 
Suppliers, buyers, landlords, and others abreast of the in 
season crop growth progress. 
0025. In an exemplary method, data regarding a status of a 
crop may be received from, for example, a user, a contact of 
the user (e.g., an employee of the user, a peer farmer, or aparty 
linked to the user via a Social network), an in-season data 
gathering source, a database, a data feed, an aerial sensor, a 
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), and/or a remote sensor via a 
communication network. 

0026. The received information may include one or more 
of following attributes of the crop and/or the land on which 
the crop is grown, nutrient level, a water level, an indication of 
pest infestation, an indication of pest damage, an indication of 
unwanted vegetation infestation, an indication of disease 
infestation, an indication of disease damage, local knowledge 
of the crop, local knowledge of the land, crop characteristics, 
weather data, information regarding a planned event, infor 
mation regarding an unplanned event, soil characteristics, 
geographic characteristics, geologic characteristics, and cli 
mate characteristics. 

0027. The received data may be evaluated and then scored. 
The scores may be automatically compared to, for example, a 
benchmark, a parameter, a previously determined crop status, 
and/or a baseline status associated with the crop. 
0028. When the score exceeds a predetermined threshold 
an alert may be generated and provided to a user via the 
communication network. In one embodiment, the predeter 
mined threshold is user configurable. The alert may indicate a 
level of crop distress and or a location of crop distress. Exem 
plary alerts may include one or more of the score, a visual 
representation of a location of crops with scores that fall 
outside the predetermined threshold, a visual representation 
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ofa trend for crop status over a period of time, a chart showing 
crop status trends, a visual display of locations excluded from 
crop status determinations, a visually enhanced display of 
certain aspects of the information as selected by the user. In 
Some instances, the alert may include information about the 
crop received at different times. 
0029. In some embodiments, the alert may be generated 
upon an occurrence of an event, Such as a weather event, a 
predicted yield of the crop (e.g., when optimum crop ripeness 
is detected), detected level of water, crop damage, or stress, 
and/or a detected presence of a pest, a pollutant. 
0030 The alert may be provided to the user in a format 
compatible with a display device (e.g., computer monitor, 
screen of mobile communication device, etc.) via which the 
user views the provided alert. Exemplary users to which alerts 
may be provided include farmers, managers, landlords, buy 
ers of the crop, and Suppliers of Supplies, goods, and/or ser 
vices utilized in the farming or harvesting of the crop. In one 
embodiment, the alert is provided to a plurality of users. In 
some instances the alert may be provided to the plurality of 
users via a social networking service (e.g., FacebookTM, 
Google+TM, etc.). 
0031. On some occasions, the alert may be tailored or 
configured according to, for example, a user characteristic, a 
user preference, a type of alert, and an amount by which the 
score exceeds the predetermined threshold, and/or a type of 
score. Often times, following a data event the alert is provided 
within a time period (e.g., within a few hours or days) that 
enables the user to take a corrective action to improve the 
status of the crop. On some occasions, one or more of the 
received information, the comparison, the score, and the alert 
in a database may be stored in a database. 
0032. On some occasions, stored received information, 
and/or previously generated comparisons, scores, and/or 
alerts may be accessed. The additional information may be 
compared with the accessed received information, the com 
parison, the score, and/or the alert and a change in crop status 
may be determined responsively to the comparison. In some 
embodiments, a trend in the crop status may further be deter 
mined responsively to the comparison. 
0033. In some embodiments, the benchmark, parameter, 
previously determined crop status, and/or baseline may be 
generated using, for example, the received data, comparison, 
and/or score. On some occasions, the comparison and/or the 
score may be used to update, for example, the benchmark, the 
parameter, the previously determined crop status, and/or the 
baseline. 

0034. In one embodiment, instructions regarding how to 
process (e.g., evaluate, score, and/or compare) the received 
information may be received from the user and the received 
information may be processed according to the received 
instructions. 

0035. In one embodiment, a recommendation based upon, 
for example, the comparison and/or the score may be deter 
mined. The recommendation may include, for example, one 
or more present or future actions the user may take to address 
the Subject matter of the alert, decrease crop stress, and/or or 
improve crop health. 
0036. In an alternate embodiment, information regarding 
a status of a crop may be received from, for example, a user, 
an in-season data gathering Source, a database, a data feed, an 
aerial sensor, an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), and/or a 
remote sensor via a communication network. Baseline data 
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for the crop may then be automatically created using the 
received crop status information. 
0037 Additional information regarding a status of a crop 
may then be received from, for example, the user, the in 
season data gathering Source, the database, the data feed, the 
aerial sensor, the UAV, and/or the remote sensor via the com 
munication network. The additional received data may be 
compared to the created baseline data and the comparison 
may be scored. When the score exceeds a predetermined 
threshold, an alert may be generated and provided to a user via 
the communication network. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0038. The present application is illustrated by way of 
example, and not limitation, in the figures of the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: 
0039 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
system for determining crop status and providing an alert to a 
user, in accordance with some embodiments of the present 
invention; 
0040 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
database, in accordance with some embodiments of the 
present invention; 
0041 FIGS. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary geo 
graphic information system (GIS) data, in accordance with 
Some embodiments of the present invention; 
0042 FIGS. 4A and 4B are flow charts depicting exem 
plary processes, inaccordance with some embodiments of the 
present invention: 
0043 FIGS.5A-C depict an exemplary table of crop status 
data, in accordance with some embodiments of the present 
invention; and 
0044 FIGS. 6-10 are screen shots of various user inter 
faces displayed to the user that enable the user to interact with 
systems and system components described herein, in accor 
dance with some embodiments of the present invention. 
0045. Throughout the drawings, the same reference 
numerals and characters, unless otherwise stated, are used to 
denote like features, elements, components, orportions of the 
illustrated embodiments. Moreover, while the subject inven 
tion will now be described in detail with reference to the 
drawings, the description is done in connection with the illus 
trative embodiments. It is intended that changes and modifi 
cations can be made to the described embodiments without 
departing from the true scope and spirit of the Subject inven 
tion as defined by the appended claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0046. The present invention concerns methods and sys 
tems that combine, analyze, and process various types of data 
from various sources to determine in-season crop status in 
plants and generate notifications that may be provided to 
and/or used by people engaged in production agricultural 
operations. Crop status determinations and notifications, or 
alerts, generated in accordance with the present invention 
may include reasons detailing the cause of said alerts. In some 
embodiments, a user may be able to manipulate various 
aspects of the defined parameters of status acceptability in 
order to ensure that he or she will receive alerts when those 
alerts are the most effective and useful for that particular user 
and not become a nuisance, Such as the proverbial boy crying 
wolf. The crop status analyzer and alert System executes a 
process by which the crop condition and crop status data is 
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received and analyzed, and the resulting determination of a 
status of crop status is reported to the user based on his or her 
pre-established parameters of acceptability. 
0047. In some cases, the crop status analyzer and alert 
system may be designed to include the user's local knowledge 
or requirements. For example, a crop status alert may be 
issued by the crop status analyzer and alert generator to the 
user based on inclusions or exclusions of data related to 
geographical locations or known crop or field conditions or 
practices that may be known only at the local level. If, in this 
example, the user desires to exclude a portion of his or her 
field due to information known only at the local level, such as 
the presence of a former building site or a manure, chemical 
or fertilizer spill in the past, that data may, or may not, be 
incorporated into the analysis performed by the crop status 
analyzer and alert system. In this way, the excluded data does 
not adversely affect the accuracy of the received information 
or calculations done thereon. 
0048. The present invention enables a user to identify 
problems with a crops health, otherwise known as “crop 
distress' in the present document as soon as possible Such that 
corrective action can be taken and the distress rectified so that 
crop deterioration and yield loss is minimized. In the present 
embodiment, UAVs are the preferred method by which to 
gather data, however other sources, such as manned aircrafts, 
satellites, and remote sensors may also be used. The present 
document will not define controlling the manned or 
unmanned aircrafts Likewise, the present document will not 
define the type of images used. These technologies are well 
documented and while used by the crop status analyzer and 
alert generator, they are not the Subjects of the present inven 
tion. This invention will focus on the aspects related to deter 
mining crop status and alerting designated parties of Such 
crop status. 
0049 Turning now to FIG. 1, a block diagram depicting an 
exemplary system 100 for executing one or more of the pro 
cesses described herein are illustrated. System 100 includes a 
communication network 105, which communicatively 
couples a crop status analyzer and alert generator 110, a 
database 135, a user interface 125 (associated with a user 
130), a data feed 115 (associated with commercial and/or 
public data source 120), and an in-season data gatherer 140. 
Note, although only one communication network 105 is 
shown in the illustration, there may in fact be multiple such 
networks and internetworks involved and Such networks and 
internetworks may be grouped together into communication 
network 105 for purposes of simplifying the present discus 
Sion. Further, in some instances some of the components 
illustrated in FIG.1 may be combined or may be absent from 
instantiations of the present invention. For example, once the 
crop status alert has been generated, user 130 may view the 
alert on personal computers, tablet computers, Smartphones, 
or other portable computer-based devices, in which case the 
crop status alert information may be self-contained and 
access to the communication network and other elements of 
system 100 may not be required until the crop status alert or 
information concerning crop status needs to be modified or 
updated. Although only one user interface 125 is shown, 
multiple such interfaces may exist. Thus, system 100 in FIG. 
1 is best regarded merely as an example of a system in which 
the present invention finds application. 
0050. As indicated, communication network 105 commu 
nicatively couples the other elements of system 100 to one 
another. Exemplary communication networks 105 include 
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cloud computing networks, the Internet, local area networks 
(LAN), wireless local area networks (WLAN), and wide area 
networks (WAN). Usually, though not necessarily, user 130 
may connect to system 100 periodically to change his or her 
crop status monitoring preferences (e.g., include or exclude 
certain geographic areas for the systems analysis, change the 
sensitivity parameters that the user has pre-established, or 
make other modifications). In some cases users 130 may 
communicate crop status information to other users 130 such 
as employees, consultants, buyers, Suppliers, and landlords. 
In some embodiments, multiple users 130 may be enabled to 
communicate with one another via a communication network 
105 in a manner similar to, for example, a social network. The 
information exchanged via these communications may be 
used to determine, for example, crop status baselines or 
benchmarks that extend beyond a singular operation. In some 
embodiments, crop status analyzer and alert generator 110 
may reside on a computer-based platform, Such as a server or 
set of servers. Such a server may be a physical server or a 
virtual machine executing on another hardware platform, 
however, the precise nature of Such a configuration is not 
critical to the present invention. 
0051. Such a server, indeed all of the computer-based sys 
tems which are discussed herein, will be generally character 
ized by one or more processors and associated processing 
elements, interfaces, and storage devices communicatively 
interconnected to one another by one or more busses or other 
communication mechanism(s) for communicating informa 
tion. Storage within such devices will usually include a main 
memory, such as a random access memory (RAM) or other 
dynamic storage device, for storing information and instruc 
tions to be executed by the processor(s) and for storing tem 
porary variables or other intermediate information during the 
use of the crop status alert system described herein. Such a 
computer system may also include Some form of read only 
memory (ROM) or other static storage device for storing 
static information and instructions for the processor(s). A 
storage device, such as a hard disk or Solid state memory may 
also be included for storing information and instructions, 
Such as the instructions to compute crop status from exter 
nally gathered image data, and issue alerts if so required 
based on the pre-defined acceptability parameters. RAMs. 
ROMs, hard disks, solid state memories, and the like are all 
examples of tangible computer readable media, which may be 
used to store the instructions which comprise the methods for 
determining the necessity of generating and presenting crop 
status alerts in accordance with embodiments of the present 
invention. Execution of Such instructions causes the various 
computer-based elements of system 100 to perform the pro 
cesses described herein, although in Some instances, hard 
wired circuitry may be used in place of, or in combination 
with, Such computer-readable instructions to implement the 
invention. 

0.052 To facilitate user interaction, collection of informa 
tion, and provision of results, the computer systems described 
herein will typically include some form of a display device, 
though such a display may not be included with the server, 
which typically communicates results to a client/manager 
station (via an associated client/manager interface) rather 
than presenting same locally. Client/manager stations will 
also typically include one or more input devices such as 
keyboards and/or mice (or similar input devices) for commu 
nicating information and command selections to the local 
station(s) and/or server(s). 
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0053 To facilitate the network communications alluded to 
above, the various computer devices associated with system 
100 typically include a communication interface that pro 
vides a two-way data communication path. For example, Such 
communication interfaces may be Ethernet or other modems 
that provide a wired data communication connection or a 
wireless communication interface for communication via one 
or more wireless communication protocols. In any Such 
implementation, the communication interface will send and 
receive electrical, electromagnetic, or optical signals that 
carry digital data streams representing various types of infor 
mation. This facilitates the exchange of data, including crop 
status analyzer and alert information, through network(s) 105 
as described herein. 
0054 Crop status analyzer and alert generator 110 may be 
configured to generate a crop status alert by receiving input 
from user 130, data feed 115, commercial and/or public data 
Sources 120, in-season data gathering sources 140, and/or 
accessing data stored in database 135. Crop status analyzer 
and alert generator 110 may use historical crop information in 
order to, for example, determine a stage of development for a 
crop and/or determine crop status in a typical year. 
0055 Data feed 115 may provide remotely gathered data 
relating to, for example, vegetation characteristics, weather 
(e.g., thunderstorms, tornados, temperature fluctuations), cli 
mate (e.g., average temperature and/or rainfall), and geologi 
cal data and events (e.g., mudslides, floods, earthquakes, 
etc.). Data feed 115 may be provided by, for example, various 
public (e.g., the U.S. Department of Agriculture or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) or pri 
vate Sources and may be so provided on a fee or fee-free basis. 
Crop status analyzer and alert generator 110 may automati 
cally include consideration of historically known climate 
conditions (e.g., historic temperature or rainfall, etc.) for a 
geographic location when generating a crop status alert. On 
Some occasions, a data feed may be associated with a system 
used or provided by an agricultural product Supplier. On some 
occasions, data feed 115 may be provided by a social net 
working service (e.g., Twitter, Facebook). In this way, one or 
more users may communicate information that may be rel 
evant to, for example, crop status, status updates of current 
stress levels for peer farmers, or crop status treatment meth 
ods and strategies of peer farmers between one another. Crop 
status alerts may be generated in a partially or wholly auto 
mated manner by crop status analyzer and alert generator 110 
in response to, for example, analysis of peer group data, 
historical, real-time, and/or known data relating to crop sta 
tuS 

0056 Exemplary commercial and/or public data sources 
120 include the Internet (public and private data services), 
Subscription data Sources. Combines, planters, sprayers and 
other equipment used to execute various agricultural prac 
tices are another sources of data Other commercial and/or 
public data sources 120 may be extension, academic and/or 
research organizations, Suppliers of crop inputs, buyers of 
crops, and peer farmers. 
0057. In-season data gathering sources 140 may include 
UAVs, aircrafts, satellites, in-field physical sensors and/or 
equipment used to measure field conditions for one or more 
fields or portions of fields included within the crop status 
analyzer and alert system monitored area. The measurements 
are of the target field's crop condition including, but not 
limited to, color (traditional and infrared), patterns, tone, 
texture, shape, shadow, temperature, size of the area, intuited 
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nutrient levels, and/or information concerning the larger area 
in proximity to the targeted field or portion of that field. For 
the sake of this document, UAVs are the primary data source 
for in-season crop condition data based on their ability to 
gather data in a timely, quick, Scalable, and economical fash 
1O. 

0.058 Database 135 may be one or a series of databases 
linked together and in communication with crop status ana 
lyzer and alert generator 110. Database 135 may store data 
related to any facet of crop status determination including, for 
example, current and historical data, including imagery pro 
duced by a UAV, satellite, or other aerial device. Database 135 
may also include field location, Soil characteristics, topogra 
phy, historical weather, crop data, Such as crop type, and seed 
variety. Database 135 may further include crop characteris 
tics and farming practices, such as when and how the field is 
tilled and planted (for example, planted seed population), 
historical nutrient measurements, historical yield maps, 
notes, unplanned events, local knowledge, and planned 
events. Further details regarding the information stored in 
database 135 are discussed below with regard to FIG. 2. 
0059 Generating a crop status alert can involve the user 
130 manually selecting or entering, for example, various 
observations and preferences (e.g., areas to exclude, visually 
determined conditions, and/or notification trigger param 
eters) for the area using the user interface 125. A user may 
enter local knowledge into crop status analyzer and alert 
generator 110 for incorporation into the crop status analyzer 
and alert system. For example, a user may enter a period of 
time in which a particular field will be analyzed, details 
concerning manure applications, or observations made when 
planting or harvesting that may be incorporated into the crop 
status analyzer and alert generator 110. On some occasions, 
manually selected preferences and other user-entered infor 
mation may be stored in database 135. 
0060. The crop status analyzer and alert generator 110 
provides information about determined potential nutrient 
deficiencies to user 130. This may be done in a variety of 
ways, including through the use of an e-mail and/or a message 
relayed via a messaging system accessible through commu 
nication network 105 that includes hyperlinks to a portal at 
which details regarding the crop status are available. Other 
forms of communication, such as an instant message or a text 
message sent via short message service (SMS) to a user's 
mobile phone may also be used to indicate a crop status alert 
trigger has occurred. In FIG. 1, user interface 125 is meant to 
represent any device via which user 130 can be provided with 
information regarding the crop status. Exemplary interfaces 
125 include computer systems, mobile computing devices 
(including but not limited to so-called “smartphones”), tablet 
computing devices, and portable computing devices. 
0061. In some embodiments, one or more users 130 may 
be enabled to access a crop status analysis via user interface 
125 communicatively coupled to network 105. Interfaces for 
various types of users may be different inform and content, or 
similar to user interface 125. Exemplary users 125 include 
employees, managers, owners, equipment operators, Suppli 
ers, consultants, regulators, and others who assist user 130 in 
the determining, and/or executing a corrective strategy. 
0062 FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting exemplary sets 
of data or databases that may be included in database 135. For 
example, database 135 may include field data 205, climate 
and weather data 210, local knowledge data 215, geologic/ 
geographic data 220, planned and executed event data 225. 
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supplier data 230, buyer data 235, landlord data 240, crop data 
245, and trigger and alert data 250. Information stored in 
database 135 may be received from, for example, a user, such 
as user 130, a data feed, such as data feed 115, an in-season 
data gathering source. Such as in-season data gathering Source 
140, via a communication network, Such as communication 
network 105, and/or a combination of the foregoing. 
0063 Field data 205 may include information regarding, 
for example, field locations, the shape of the field, the prox 
imity of the field to other relevant locations such as other 
fields managed and farmed by the user. In this embodiment, 
field data may include field data for other farmers' fields. It 
may also include the field's characteristics, such as topo 
graphical information, Soil types, organic matter, moisture 
condition and capacity, fertility, and other non-crop vegeta 
tion on the field. In addition, field data 205 may include 
historical crop production data on the field, including former 
crops planted and historical yields, including yield maps 
illustrating yield variability across the field, as-planted maps, 
and tile maps. In addition field data 205 may include histori 
cal fertility test results and practices specific to that field 
including for example, tillage and irrigation. On some occa 
sions, field data 205 may include areas of land proximate to 
the crop to be excluded from analysis. 
0064 Climate and weather data 210 may include informa 
tion relating to historical and predicted weather and/or cli 
mate conditions for a particular region, area, or field. 
0065. Local knowledge data 215 may include information 
relating to knowledge or preferences specific to a user and 
may include, for example, preferred agronomic and other 
crop production practices, site-specific knowledge, past 
experiences, activities, observations, and outcomes. On some 
occasions, local knowledge data 215 may be used to override 
or modify an aspect of a crop status analysis. On some occa 
sions, local knowledge data 215 may include data received 
via a social network from other users. 
0066 Geographic/geologic data 220 may include geo 
graphic and/or geologic data related to, for example, fields, 
which are included in the determination, analysis, and alerts. 
Exemplary geographic or geologic data may include road 
way, Surface and/or underground water, and landmark loca 
tions. Geographic/geologic data 220 may be derived from a 
variety of sources, such as satellite images, global positioning 
information, historical information regarding an area of land, 
plat book service providers, non-governmental organiza 
tions, and public and private organizations and agencies. 
0067 Planned event data 225 may include information 
regarding planned events proceeding, during, and/or follow 
ing completion of the crop-growing season. Exemplary 
planned events may relate to activities such as when crops are 
planted and the seed specifications and planting information, 
Such as planted seed locations and population, Scouting 
events (e.g., on site crop inspections), out-sourced fertility 
tests, follow-up assessments, scheduled aerial data gathering 
events, and treatment events. 
0068 Supplier data 230 may include supplier information 
(e.g., names, locations, services, products, prices, contractual 
information, etc.), as well as delivery and/or instructions, 
dates and other special activities related to crop status analy 
sis and alerts. 
0069 Buyer data 235 may include data that relates to 
obligations and specifications that a buyer of an agricultural 
crop may have imposed on the farmer that impact the crop 
status analysis and crop status. Such as, for example, restric 
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tions, response requirements, standards, notifications, Sched 
ules, requirements, and the like. 
0070 Landlord/lender data 240 may include data that 
relates to obligations and specifications that a landlord and/or 
lender may have imposed on the farmer that impact the crop 
status, such as, for example, restrictions, response require 
ments, standards, notifications, schedules, requirements, and 
the like. 
0071 Crop data 245 may include crop conditions over the 
growing season as determined through various sensing meth 
ods, such as through UAVs or visual observations, and 
through the user's local knowledge. It may include previously 
performed analyses and determinations of crop status. 
0072 Trigger and alert data 250 may include specific mea 
Surement parameters that, if exceeded, cause an alert to be 
triggered and sent to the user. In the present embodiment the 
triggers are preset to defaults by the crop status analyzer and 
alert system. However, the user can override the default trig 
gers on a field and/or operational level if he or she feels the 
desire to do so. Additional data in this database may include 
historical determinations, and alerts that have been sent to the 
USC. 

0073. On some occasions, the geographic and/or geologic 
data 220 may be part of a geographic information system 
(GIS), an example of which is illustrated in FIG.3. As shown, 
GIS layers image 300 includes various data structures, each 
of which may be regarded as a layer. These layers provide 
information regarding various data elements of a crop status 
analysis and alert for a field, including, for example, geo 
graphic data, field data, crop status analysis data, and crop 
status alert data. 
0074 Exemplary geographic data may include, for 
example, information related to an area of land (the field plus 
adjacent areas) (e.g., latitude, longitude, etc.), historical 
weather and climate information, Soil attributes (e.g., Soil 
types, texture, organic matter, fertility test results, etc.), the 
presence and location of ground and Surface water, and any 
man-made features upon the land (e.g., buildings, roads, 
ditches, etc.) currently existing or formerly in existence. 
Exemplary field and crop data may include the location, size, 
and shape of the field, and/or may be related to tiling infor 
mation. Exemplary local knowledge may include special 
insights concerning the field that only the farmer farming the 
field would know. It may also include comments and data 
related to special events and visual observations. Historical 
crop and outcome data may include former crops planted and 
yields, fertility tests, and fertilizer applications. Exemplary 
crop status analysis data may include requirements imposed 
on the farmer by the landlord, lender, or buyer of the crop 
and/or instructions and contracts with the Supplier of crop 
inputs and services. Crop status analysis data may also 
include data shared from other farmers, and established 
parameters, baselines, benchmarks, and scores. Crop status 
alerts data may be those issued alerts that are stored in data 
base 135. 
0075 FIG. 4A is a flow chart depicting an exemplary 
process 400 for determining a crop's nutrient status and pro 
viding and message or alert to a user responsively to the 
crops determined nutrient status in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention. Process 400 may be 
executed by, for example, the crop status analyzer and alert 
generator 110 described in connection with FIG. 1 in coop 
eration with, for example, any of the systems and/or system 
components disclosed herein. 
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0076. In step 405, data regarding a crop status may be 
received by, for example, crop status analyzer and alertgen 
erator 110. The data may be data produced by, for example, a 
UAV, an in-field sensor, commercial and/or public data 
Sources, or data entered by a user based on a visual inspection. 
The data may be received from any number of sources, 
including a user, like user 130 (via a user interface. Such as 
user interface 125), commercial and/or public data source 
120, a database, such as database 135, a data feed, such as data 
feed 115, and an in-season data gathering source, such as 
in-season data gathering Source 140. The data may be 
received via a communication network, Such as communica 
tion network 105. 

0077 Exemplary received data may relate to any or all 
factors affecting a crop's nutrient status, such as, but not 
limited to, the crops overall health, crop maturity, character 
istics of land on which the crop is grown (e.g., geographic 
location, size, soil characteristics, weather and climate data, 
etc.), planned events (e.g., fertilization, harvesting, or irriga 
tion schedules), unplanned events (e.g., severe weather 
events), local knowledge of the crop and/or the land on which 
the crop is grown (e.g., previous Success rates with crop 
growth strategies), historical patterns, Scientific research, lev 
els of pest, disease, and/or unwanted vegetation infestation, 
amounts of particular nutrients found in the crop and/or land 
on which the crop is grown, water levels found in the crop 
and/or land on which the crop is grown, and crop character 
istics (e.g., maturity rates, genetics, growth characteristics, or 
disease resistance). 
0078 Next, the received data may be processed in order to, 
for example, reformat the data, remove duplicate data, orga 
nize the data, and/or consolidate data (step 410). In some 
instances, the processing may include dividing an image or 
information relating to a field upon which the crop is grown 
into Sub-divisions or sections using, for example, a Cartesian 
grid pattern, a concentric circle pattern, or a wedge-shaped 
pattern. The size of the sections may be a default value or 
determined by the user for example the user may want the size 
of the section to match the size of the equipment to be used. 
The size of sections may vary from acres to square feet, 
depending on, for example, the size of the field, the precision 
of the data source, the precision of the data analysis equip 
ment, and/or user preferences. For example, when the crop is 
growing on a field with relatively large crop status variability, 
the sections may be relatively small in order to more precisely 
analyze the field. In another example, when a general over 
view of crop status is desired, the sections may be relatively 
larger in order to, for example, capture a general sense of crop 
status and minimize processing resources spent on unneces 
sary details. 
0079. It is understood that across a particular field, crop 
status may vary due to a number of factors such as nutrient 
application inconsistencies, variable manure nutrient value, 
soil variability, and the unevenness of rainfall, to name a few 
of these factors. Dividing a field into sections enables analysis 
of each portion of the field independently of other portions of 
the field. In some scenarios only one section may indicate 
crop distress while all othersections indicate no crop distress 
(i.e., normal crop condition). Localized crop distress may be 
an indicator of widespread crop distress to follow or the 
correction of conditions so as to alleviate crop distress. 
0080. In step 415, it may be determined whether param 
eters, crop status determinations, and/or benchmarks are 
available. On some occasions, parameters, crop status deter 
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minations, or benchmarks may be indicative of threshold 
values relating to a crop's status. Further discussion of exem 
plary parameters, crop status determinations, and/or bench 
marks is provided below with regard to FIGS. 5A-C. 
I0081. When parameters, crop status determinations, and/ 
or benchmarks, are not available, one or more parameters, 
crop status determinations, and/or benchmarks may be gen 
erated (step 420) using, for example, the data received in step 
405 and/or data retrieved from, for example, a user, like user 
130 (via a user interface, such as user interface 125), com 
mercial and/or public data source 120, a database, such as 
database 135, a data feed, such as data feed 115, and an 
in-season data gathering Source. Such as in-season data gath 
ering source 140. 
I0082. The data received in step 405 may then be compared 
with the parameters, crop status determinations, and/or 
benchmarks (step 425) and the comparison may be scored 
(step 430). Exemplary scores may indicate overall field nutri 
ent status, nutrient status for a portion of a field, and/or 
changes in nutrient status for a field, or portion of a field, 
based previous crop status determinations. 
I0083. In some embodiments, the score of step 430, indi 
cated below as the new data score, may be generated accord 
ing to equation 1 provided below: 

S””—(w(g)+w(g)+w(g")+w(g")+w(g’”)) Equation 1 

wherein: 
0084 New Data Score=S'" 
I0085 Weighting w 
I0086) Field Section-g 
I0087 Field Section Image=g 
I0088 Field Section Soils—g 
I0089 Field Section Weather g” 
(0090 Field Section Local Knowledge-g" 
(0091 Field Section Organic Matter g?" 
0092 Parameters=X-->Y 
(0093. The comparison score (S™") may then be gen 
erated according to equation 2 provided below: 

Compare Sier against-sbenchmark–Scompared Equation 2 

wherein S" represents the parameters, crop status 
determinations, and/or benchmarks of step 425. 
0094 Further details regarding the comparison and scor 
ing of steps 425 and 430 are provided below with regard to 
FIGS. SA-C. 

(0095. It may then be determined whether the score 
exceeds a threshold amount (step 435). When a score does not 
exceed a threshold amount, process 400 may end. When a 
score does exceed a threshold amount, an alert indicating the 
outlier score and/or one or more reasons for the outlier score 
(e.g., level of crop stress, type of crop stress, trend in crop 
status, etc.) may be created (step 440) and provided to a user 
via, for example, a communication method selected by the 
user (e.g., email, phone call, SMS text message) (step 445). 
0096. In some embodiments, equations 3 and 4, provided 
below, may be used to execute steps 435 and 440 of process 
400. 

If Scompared is>X parameter and/or-Y parameter, 
then create alert Equation 3 

If Scompared Xe-->Y-Scompared, then create alert 

0097 Exemplary content of the alert message includes a 
reason for the alert, the date and condition of the last crop 
status data sample, the location(s) of the determined change 

Equation 4 
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in crop status, an area of land excluded from analysis, and an 
area of land determined to have activated the trigger of an 
alert. Of course, the actual content of an alert message will 
depend on the embodiment and can differ for many reasons 
including, for example, the preference of the user, type of 
crop, the type of device the alert is sent to, or severity of the 
crop status. Another example of message content is a simple 
notification to “check a field' or maintain surveillance of a 
field on a “watch list with little specificity as to the determi 
nation or severity of the crop status. In some embodiments the 
content of the notification may differ based on the role of the 
individual user receiving the alert. For example, a Supplier 
may receive a message with information that differs from a 
message received by a peer farmer included on the distribu 
tion list. 

0098. In some embodiments, the alert may be sent to mul 
tiple recipients included in a distribution list defined by the 
user via a communication method or combination of commu 
nication methods selected by the user and/or an individual 
recipient. The distribution list may include individuals or 
organizations that should know about the crop status deter 
mination orthose who may be helpful and could take action to 
quickly remedy the crop status. Examples of people who a 
user may want to include in a distribution list are him- or 
herself, a farm manager, consultant, Supplier, buyer, landlord, 
peer farmer, and/or banker. In some embodiments the user 
may want to notify other peer farmers using these methods, 
however, the user may also use a type of Social network to 
provide notifications. Finally, the received data, the compari 
son done thereon, the scores, and/or the created alerts may be 
stored within, for example, database 135 (step 450). 
0099. On some occasions, instructions or parameters for 
determining a crop's status may be user configurable and 
these rules may be received by, for example, the crop status 
analyzer and alert generator prior to the execution of process 
400. For example, instructions regarding the selection of a 
field or portions of a field on which the crop is grown from 
which data will be gathered may be received. Exemplary data 
regarding the areas to be analyzed may include latitude and 
longitude, shapes, soils, slopes, topography, historical data, 
weather, crop, practices, and GIS data. The crop status ana 
lyZer and alert generator may then use this data and combine 
it with other data available for that area. Instructions regard 
ing what type of data to gather and the granularity of the detail 
for the data may also be received from the crop status analyzer 
and alert generator. Exemplary parameters may include 
scores that indicate an unexpected change in normal and 
customary plant growth, an indication that the crop is dete 
riorating by a pre-defined measure, or a defined quantity of a 
field that demonstrates an indication of crop status. 
0100 FIG. 4B illustrates a process 401 for determining a 
trend in crop status and providing and alert to a user respon 
sively to the trend. Process 401 may be executed by any of the 
systems and/or system components described herein. 
0101. In step 455, new data regarding the status of a crop 
may be received by, for example, a crop status analyzer and 
alert generator, Such as crop status analyzer and alert genera 
tor 110. Step 455 may be similar to step 405 as discussed 
above with regard to FIG. 4A. The received data may then be 
compared with historical data regarding the crop (step 460) 
and the comparison may be scored in manner similar to, for 
example, step 430 as discussed above with regard to FIG. 4A 
(step 465). 
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0102. When the score does not exceed a threshold, the 
results of the comparison and/or the score may be provided to 
the user and process 400 may end. When the score does 
exceed a threshold, and alert may be created (step 475) and 
provided to the user(step 480). Optionally, the alert created in 
step 475 may include the results of the comparison, the trend, 
and/or the score of steps 460 and 465, respectively. Finally, 
the received data, the comparison done thereon, the trend, the 
scores, and/or the created alerts may be stored within, for 
example, database 135 (step 485). 
(0103 FIGS.5A-C depict a table 500 of data regarding the 
status of a crop grown on a particular field or section of a field. 
It should be appreciated that the data depicted in table 500 is 
merely exemplary and any single, combination, or Sub-com 
bination of crop status factors may be considered when deter 
mining a crop's status or a trend in a crop's status. 
0104. The crop status data of table 500 is divided into 
numerous categories or factors 520. Exemplary factors 520 
include crop stress, fertility added, soils, drainage, improve 
ments, weather's impact on availability, management prac 
tices, production history, and planting. Each factor 520 may 
have one or more sub-factors or categories 525 that may 
indicate measurements of the crop's nutrient status to any 
degree of granularity. For example, categories included under 
the crop stress factor include near infrared (NIR) imagery, 
normalized difference vegetative (NDVI) index, chlorophyll 
indices, color imagery, and visual inspection. Categories 
associated with the fertility added factor 520 include fre 
quency of nitrogen application, timing of nitrogen applica 
tion, starter fertilizer, manure, residue, and nitrogen as 
applied. Categories associated with the soils factor 520 
include texture, soil variability, tillage, organic matter, pH, 
and Soil tilth (good soil physical condition with good aera 
tion). Categories associated with the drainage factor 520 
include potholes, slope, and hills. Categories associated with 
the improvements factor 520 include tile and irrigation. Cat 
egories associated with the weather's impact on availability 
factor 520 include leeching of nitrogen, nitrogen followed 
totalization, and nitrogen protection. Categories associated 
with the management practices factor 520 include sampling 
type and management self-defined. Categories associated 
with the production history factor 520 include yield environ 
ment, crop rotation, yield consistency, and-of-season basal 
stalk nitrate test. Categories associated with the planting fac 
tor 520 include trait protected genetics. 
0105 Data regarding each of these may be received by, for 
example, a crop data analysis and alert generator, Such as crop 
status analyzer and alert generator 110. The received data 
may be processed with any degree of granularity and a score 
535 may be assigned using, for example, a score matrix 530 
that visually indicates the score of the crop, or crop status, 
with regard to a particular category. For example, the stress 
status of the crop as measured with NIR imagery has been 
assigned a score of “6” as indicated on table 500 by the 
checkmark present within the minor stress status box. The 
score for a crop in a given category may also be indicated in 
the total score per category column 535 and the aggregated 
score for the entire factor may be indicated in the total aggre 
gated score column 540. The aggregated score may be calcu 
lated using one or more equations that incorporate the score 
and one or more weights assigned to the factor (as shown in a 
factor weighting column 510) and/or the category (as shown 
in a category weighting column 515 and a). For example, the 
factor weighting assigned to the management practices factor 
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is 2.1 and the category weightings for the sampling type and 
management Zone defined categories are both “3.” The indi 
vidual scores for the sampling type and management Zone 
defined categories are 8 and 10, respectively. These scores, 
when multiplied by the factor and category weighting values 
and then added together guilt and aggregate score of 113 for 
the management practices factor. Once calculated, the aggre 
gated scores may be added together to generate a total score 
555. 

0106 Information included with in the comments column 
545 and additional notes column 550 may include informa 
tion regarding, for example, a factor, category, crop charac 
teristic, measurement data, equipment data, end and explana 
tion for further details regarding a factor, a category, a score, 
and/or a weight. In other embodiment the notes may be 
reflected as business rules integrated directly into the soft 
Wa. 

0107 FIGS. 6-10 illustrate various aspects of graphical 
user interface (GUI) screens that may be used to gather and/or 
present information regarding crop status and alert users of a 
crop status or a change in crop status in accordance with 
embodiments of the present invention. The GUIs shown in 
FIGS. 6-10 may be prepared by, for example, crop status 
analyzer and alert generator 110 and provided to a user, Such 
as user 130 via an interface, such as user interface 125. 
0108 FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate two examples of alerts pro 
vided to the user. FIG. 6 shows an example of an alert message 
600 that may be provided to the user in response to a deter 
mined status of a crop. This exemplary alert message includes 
a notification that a crops condition has deteriorated and that 
this deterioration may be to nitrogen stress. The alert message 
further includes the location of the crop stress and advises that 
he or she may want to personally investigate/inspect the loca 
tion of the determined deterioration to make a final determi 
nation. The user may be the farmer or another person desig 
nated by the user to receive the information, such as a crop 
consultant, buyer, Supplier, landlord, or other designated per 
Son or organization. 
0109. In this example, new additional data was generated 
and received by the crop status analyzer and alert generator 
during a data-gathering event that occurred at 10:23 am on 
Feb. 25, 2012. It is important to point out that the information 
collected during the data gathering event was quickly ana 
lyzed and the alert was generated within a timeframe that 
allows the user to take timely corrective action and thereby 
minimize damage to the crop that would have otherwise been 
caused by the conventional lag time between data gathering 
and data analysis and data analysis and alerting the user to and 
in potential crop stress. In this example, the data-gathering 
event was completed by a UAV that captured the data an hour 
before the alert was sent to the user. This additional new 
in-season data, combined with data already contained within 
database 135, was then processed by the crop status analyzer 
and alert System to determine a crop status score. In this 
example, the crop status score for 27% of the included acres 
triggered the crop status analyzer and alert generator to auto 
matically generate an alert and send it to the appropriate user 
and/or those authorized by the user to receive the alert via 
communication network 105. The alerts may contain various 
levels of detail, such as the size and/or location of the area/ 
grids where the analysis was performed. The alert may also 
contain content that is unique to a recipient, based on the 
preferences or roles of the recipient or preferences of the user. 
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0110 FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary GUI 700 that con 
veys information relating to the nutrient status of multiple 
fields to a user. GUI 700 also illustrates changes in those 
statuses over time, and demonstrates the use of an Internet 
web site as a user interface for an alert system, Such as user 
interface 125. The number of fields and/or field sections 
depicted in GUI 700 is user configurable. For example, GUI 
700 conveys information relating to several (5) fields rather 
than just one so that the user can receive one alert for all the 
fields for which crop stress has been determined rather than 
several alerts focusing on just one field each. In addition, GUI 
700 contains an indicator of crop stress severity. A red stop 
sign icon is used to indicate a severe crop stress, while the 
yellow yield icon indicates a less severe crop stress. GUI 700 
also contains an indication of the crop status trend. These 
indicators may help the user determine the next steps he or she 
wishes to take and the level of urgency with which he or she 
decides to take them. Finally, GUI 700 contains information 
relating to forthcoming or planned data-gathering events for 
the field. 

0111 FIG. 8 contains three images of a field captured by a 
UAV over a period of days and illustrates changes in the 
crops condition over time. These images are indicative of the 
type of image and related data that the crop status analyzer 
and alert generator will receive and analyze to determine a 
field's nutrient status and changes in that status over time. As 
previously described, the changes in a field's nutrient status 
are measured, for example, based on texture, color (tradi 
tional and infrared), patterns, tone, shadows, and temperature 
and are the basis of generating a score of crop status by the 
crop status analyzer and alertgenerator. The present invention 
may employ computerized image comparisons to analyze 
images of a field and/or section of a field to discover nuanced 
changes to the imaged area’s status, determine crop status, 
and issue immediate, or nearly immediate, status alerts. 
0.112. In some embodiments, certain visual and other dis 
play techniques may be incorporated into the display of an 
alert message such as GUI 700 in order to make the changes 
in crop status that occur over time more obvious. One Such 
technique is amplification of visual indicators of the change 
by electronic means via, for example, color or contrast adjust 
ments that make the image easier to understand and illustrate 
the change in a more dramatic manner. Another technique 
includes incorporation of time-lapse images that are 
sequenced on the screen one after another (like in a video) in 
a manner similar to display of a sequence of time lapse 
weather radar images as commonly used today with weather 
radar images. When the user views the time-lapsed images 
certain patterns within the data may become apparent. Exem 
plary patterns include trending increases or decreases in the 
crop health of a field and a geographic direction in which crop 
health may be increasing or decreasing. 
0113 FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a user interface 900 
that may assist a user when reviewing information related to 
crop status. In this embodiment, an alert has been triggered 
and the user has been notified of a potential problem on this 
field. However, it is understood that the user can access this 
information regardless of whether or not an alert has been 
triggered. It is also understood that the content displayed on 
user interface 900 may vary depending on the role or prefer 
ences of the user. In some embodiments, the presentation of 
the content on user interface 900 may vary depending on the 
manner in which it is viewed (e.g., via Smartphone, laptop 
computer, tablet computer, etc.). 
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0114. User interface 900 provides a user with information 
regarding crop status of a specific field, or portion thereof, 
along with additional information that may be helpful to the 
user. The layout of user interface 900 includes field identifiers 
910 as well as an image of the field 920 being observed. Along 
with the field image 920, there is a modifiable field view 
window 930 that contains controls that allow the user to alter 
the types of views of the field 920 displayed on user interface 
900. An analysis window 940 is also provided that displays 
the nutrient alert status, the areas of the field that are to be 
excluded from the analysis, and the triggers, or sensitivity 
parameters, which, if activated, result in an alert. The ability 
to take actions regarding the issued alert 950 is also provided. 
Exemplary actions include printing user interface 900, email 
ing user interface 900, scheduling an event associated with 
user interface 900, and attaching a note or other date to user 
interface 900. User interface 900 also includes a graphical 
chart 960 that can show trends in, for example, nutrient status 
over time, comparisons of nutrient status to benchmarks, and 
comparisons to other fields. Finally, chart view 970 enables 
the user to change the content or format of chart 960. 
0115 Field identifiers 910 may include, for example, the 
field and farm names and locations, acreage, global position 
ing coordinates, latitude and longitude coordinates, crop 
type, and/or ownership status. 
0116. In the example provided by user interface 900, field 
image 920 is the result of a UAV and an in-season data 
gathering event. The sections into which the field is divided 
for the purpose of data gathering and analysis is displayed in 
this embodiment. The various sizes and number of sections 
may be user configurable according to one or more user 
defined criteria, or determined based on, for example, one or 
more criteria (e.g., level of precision required, specificity of 
information desired, equipment size), limitations of the imag 
ing device, and/or the elevation at which the image was taken. 
While not shown on this sample screen, it is understood that 
various types of information may be available to the user by 
moving a cursor over the image. For example, displaying 
consecutively multiple images taken over time enables the 
user to view changes in crop status over time. In some 
embodiments, the user may be able to Zoom in on part of a 
field and thereby gain a closer, or more detailed, view of the 
area. In other embodiments, the views available may depend 
on the capabilities of the user interface device, on the capa 
bilities of the UAV capturing the data, and/or on the transmis 
sion capabilities of the communication network 105. 
0117 Modify field view window 930 enables the user to 
control the content displayed on the field image 920. In this 
exemplary embodiment, the user can overlay information 
relating to the crop and variety planted onto the field image 
920. This additional crop and variety information may change 
the way the user views and interprets the data. This embodi 
ment also contains various ways to view the results of the 
analysis of the data on the field image 920. For example, the 
user can request to visually identify the portions of the field 
that have been determined to be below defined benchmarks. 
For example, a user may elect, via modify field view window 
930, to highlight or display only portions of the field identi 
fied as in the bottom 10% (most severe crop stress) as deter 
mined by the crop status analyzer and alert generator. Like 
wise, a user may elect, via modify field view window 930, to 
view or highlight only the portions of the field that have been 
improving and/or degrading over time. Each of these views 
will aid the user in making determinations of what follow-up 
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actions, if any, he or she may want to take in order to amelio 
rate the effects of any detected crop stress. Within field view 
area 930 the user is enabled to identify portions of the field 
that he or she wishes to exclude from the analysis (e.g., 
locations of buildings or bodies of water). This capability 
enables a user to use his or her own local knowledge of the 
field and exclude those portions of the data that might natu 
rally deviate from the data received for the intended area to be 
analyzed and throw offordistort the data set. For example, the 
user may want to exclude former building sites from the 
analysis because they may skew the results. The crop status 
analyzer and alertgeneratoruses this method to prevent need 
less and unnecessary alerts from being sent to the user. 
0118 Analysis window 940 contains a summary of the 
nutrient status/alert analysis, and identifies the triggers (e.g., 
deviation from a benchmark or predefined threshold, a per 
centage change, or an amount of acreage impacted by a crop 
status), which will cause an alert to be sent to the user. In this 
example, the field crop status has been determined as having 
exceeded two of the parameters that trigger an alert. In the 
alerts portion of analysis window 940 the user is able to 
identify the parameters, which if exceeded, will trigger an 
alert to be sent to the user via the communication network. In 
this example, the user has identified three parameters that he 
or she would like to be considered when determining if an 
alert should be triggered. The first compares the field to a 
predefined severity benchmark and when the severity exceeds 
the predefined trigger the alert is activated. The second relates 
to the scope or number of acres and when the trigger exceeds 
this parameter an alert is activated. Scope within a field is 
commonly measured as a percent of the field Such as 4% of 
the field or specific number of acres such as 30 acres. The 
third example illustrates a trigger where the user has defined 
the field as a “watch field' where he or she wants to receive 
updates whenever new data is received, regardless of the 
triggers. This approach may be used for problematic fields 
where a user wants to pay special attention to the crop status. 
Of course, there may be multiple ways for the crop status 
analyzer and alert generator to handle these user-defined trig 
gers. Triggers may relate to contractual obligations a buyer 
imposed or performance requirements from a landlord. 
Examples of different approaches include sending an alert to 
the user every day, or each week, or every time additional data 
is acquired. The user is also able to add or delete triggers via 
interaction with analysis window 940. 
0119 Capabilities to take actions based on the analysis 
are, in this example, indicated by the buttons 950 in the lower 
right portion. For example, it is possible to send an email to a 
Supplier Such that the Supplier can Supply tools, goods, and/or 
services that may be used to correct the nutrient deficiency. Or 
the user may make a note, or schedule an event, or simply 
print a report. Of course, there are other actions that some 
embodiments may include that which would not detract from 
the intent of the present invention. In addition, specific infor 
mation relating to the crop status determination and potential 
follow-up actions may be included; for example, the coordi 
nates of the portions of the field with a problem may be 
included in an email, as well as other information. 
I0120 Graphical chart 960 allows the user to view addi 
tional types of data and analysis results concerning status for 
this specific field or a portion thereof. In this embodiment, the 
data displayed on graphical chart 960 is entirely user config 
urable. The depicted exemplary graphical chart 960 includes 
an analysis of the nutrient scores and graphical depictions of 
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them in three base levels of severity. First, where N applica 
tion is recommended; second a gray area where the next steps 
are less obvious; and third status quo level where the nutrient 
level is satisfactory. In this example, the bottom of the chart 
consists of a timeline upon which various data gathering 
events have occurred. In this example, a UAV has gathered 
data in June. In some embodiments a comparison between the 
data for this field and other fields and/or known benchmarks 
may be executed. The user may manually determine the 
benchmark by which he or she wants the actual data com 
pared, or the benchmark could be determined based on his 
torical data from this field, or possibly based on available 
online research by a university or other research organization 
concerning plant health at specific times in its development 
cycle. 
0121 Finally chart view 970 enables the user to control the 
view of the data in the graphical chart 960 by enabling the user 
to select and control what specific data is to be displayed on 
graphical chart 960. For example, the user may set up graphi 
cal chart 960 to display comparisons with other fields he or 
she also farms and/or with those fields farmed by peer farm 
ers. The comparison of this field to one farmed by a peer 
farmer may be contingent on that peer farmer also using the 
present invention. This sharing of data, as mentioned before, 
could be communicated via, for example, a social network, or 
another Internet-based communication method. The user 
may want to compare this present field to another in proximity 
to this field because these fields are most likely to be subject 
to the same weather and growing conditions. In some 
embodiments, the user may be limited to comparisons to 
fields that have specific characteristics, such as planting date, 
varieties, Soil types, farming practices and the like. 
0122 FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary screen 1000 further 
detailing the type of information determined and provided by 
the crop status analyzer and alert generator. In this example, 
the content and controls are the same as those described with 
regard to FIG. 9 except that the exclusion layer data has been 
turned off and these areas are now included in the analysis. 

1. A method comprising: 
receiving, by a computer from a plurality of data Sources, 

data associated with at least a portion of a field of plants, 
the data received from each of the plurality of data 
Sources corresponding to a different one of a plurality of 
categories, the plurality of categories including at least a 
crop stress category, an added fertility category, and a 
Soils category, each of the plurality of categories asso 
ciated with one or more category-specific Sub-categories 
corresponding to data received from at least one of the 
plurality of data sources; 

determining, by the computer, an overall score for the 
received data that indicates a nutrient status of at least 
the portion of the field of plants, wherein determining 
the overall score comprises: 
determining a sub-category score for each of the one or 
more Sub-categories; 

applying a weighting factor to each Sub-category score 
to determine a plurality of weighted Sub-category 
Scores; 

determining a Sub-score for each category by aggregat 
ing the plurality of weighted Sub-category scores cor 
responding to the respective category, each Sub-score 
corresponding to a category-specific nutrient status of 
at least the portion of the field of plants; 
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applying a weighting factor to each of the Sub-scores to 
determine a plurality of weighted Sub-scores; and 

aggregating the plurality of weighted Sub-scores to 
determine the overall score; and 

outputting, by the computer, an alert to at least one of a user 
and a designated party in response to determining that 
the overall score satisfies a threshold value. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert is provided 
within a time period that enables at least one of the user and 
the designated party to take corrective action to improve the 
nutrient status of at least the portion of the field of plants. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the designated party is 
one of an agricultural product Supplier, an agricultural service 
provider, an agricultural product buyer, and a landlord. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the alert in a database. 
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert indicates a level 

of distress to plants within at least the portion of the field of 
plants. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert indicates a 
location of distressed plants within at least the portion of the 
field of plants. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a recommendation responsively to determin 

ing that the overall score satisfies the threshold value, the 
recommendation providing one or more actions that 
may be taken to address subject matter of the alert. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
tailoring the alert according to at least one of a user char 

acteristic, a userpreference, a type of alert, an amount by 
which the overall score exceeds the threshold value, and 
a type of the overall score. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert includes at least 
one of the overall score, a visual representation of a location 
of plants that do not satisfy the threshold value, a visual 
representation of a trend of a status of the field of plants over 
a period of time, a chart showing one or more trends of a status 
of the field of plants, a visual display of locations of the field 
of plants excluded from status determinations, and a visually 
enhanced display of one or more portions of the received data 
as selected by a user. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert includes 
received data for at least the portion of the field of plants 
received at different times. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of receiving 
the data associated with at least the portion of the field of 
plants and outputting the alert is executed via a social net 
working service. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving, by the computer, an indication of one or more 

user-excluded geographic areas within at least the por 
tion of the field of plants: 

wherein determining the overall score for the received data 
comprises excluding data corresponding to the one or 
more user-excluded geographic areas. 

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
updating at least one of the received data and the overall 

score in response to receiving the indication of the one or 
more user-excluded geographic areas. 

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a recommendation responsively to determin 

ing that the overall score satisfies the threshold value, the 
recommendation providing one or more actions that 
may be taken to address subject matter of the alert. 
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15. The method of claim 14, wherein the recommendation 
providing the one or more actions is proportionate to an 
amount that the overall score deviates from the threshold 
value. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the crop stress category 
is associated with at least a near-infrared (NIR) imagery 
Sub-category. 

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the added fertility 
category is associated with at least a frequency of nitrogen 
application Sub-category. 

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the soils category is 
associated with at least a soil texture category. 

19. A system comprising: 
at least one computer; 
an image sensor; and 
a crop status analyzer and alert generator executable by the 

at least one computer and configured to: 
receive, from a plurality of data sources that includes the 

image sensor, data for at least a portion of a field of 
crops, the data received from each of the plurality of 
data sources corresponding to one of a plurality of 
categories regarding a status of at least the portion of 
the field of crops, the plurality of categories including 
at least a crop stress category, an added fertility cat 
egory, and a soils category, each of the plurality of 
categories associated with one or more Sub-catego 
ries; 

determine, based on the received data, an overall score 
corresponding to a nutrient status of at least the por 
tion of the field of crops by at least determining a 
Sub-category score for each of the one or more Sub 
categories, applying a weighting factor to each Sub 
category score to determine a plurality of weighted 
Sub-category scores, aggregating the plurality of 
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weighted Sub-category scores corresponding to the 
respective category to determine a Sub-score for each 
category, applying a weighting factor to each of the 
sub-scores to determine a plurality of weighted sub 
scores, and aggregating the plurality of weighted Sub 
scores to determine the overall score; 

determine that the overall score is not included within a 
range of acceptable overall scores; and 

output an alert to at least one of a user and a designated 
party in response to determining that the overall score 
is not included within the range of acceptable overall 
SCO.S. 

20. A method comprising: 
receiving, by a computer from a plurality of data sources, 

data corresponding to crops, the data received from each 
of the plurality of data sources corresponding to a dif 
ferent one of a plurality of categories, the plurality of 
categories including at least a crop stress category, an 
added fertility category, and a soils category, each of the 
plurality of categories associated with one or more Sub 
categories: 

determining, by the computer, a category score for each 
category based on an aggregation of weighted Sub-cat 
egory scores corresponding to each Sub-category asso 
ciated with a respective category: 

applying, by the computer, a weight to each category score; 
aggregating, by the computer, the weighted category 

scores to determine a crop status score; and 
outputting, by the computer, an alert in response to deter 

mining that the crop status score deviates from a thresh 
old value, the alert including a recommendation for cor 
rective action to be taken that corresponds to an amount 
that the overall score deviates from the threshold value. 
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