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The present invention relates to shoes for golfers and
more particularly to 1mprovements applicable for example
in the golfer’s'shoes set forth in my Patent No. 2,855,704,
issued October 14, 1958.

Said. patented Shdes offer the golfer the means to ob-
tain a firm support for the correct foot position and con-
trol’ of- the golf 'swing when taking a stance for play.
They automatically compel the attainment of such -cor-
rect position. Thé respective constructions taught in said
patent require various portions of the undersurfaces of
the heel regions to be sloped so that in normal walking,
such sloping surfaces of a pair of shoes are in upward-
ly convergent relation. Upon taking a stance for play,
said sloping undersurfaces shift to contact the ground,
thereby automatically compelling the player into correct
position. For a full explanation of this, reference is had
to the specification of said patent, and various details of
structure will again be set forth herein as may be neces-
sary to explain the present invention.

Though my said patented shoes compel the correct
position and relative angular relations of the femurs and
fibulas of the player and effect a firm footing when the
stance is taken for play, the player needs to apply forces
downwardly through his legs to maintain an unswerving
position of his feet on the ground. This means that his
body must exert forces in addition to those required for
the actual swing of the golf club, in order to maintain
the firm placement of the feet of his legs, though the
other parts of his legs have relative movement during
the swinging of the club. I have suggested downwardly
extending spikes from the undersurfaces of these patented
shoes, but I find that the spikes being perpendicular to
the undersurface from which they extend, hold the shoes
from lateral movement but not from upward movement
when the spikes are sunk into the turf and the sloping
undersurfaces of the shoes are in contact with the ground.
This affords only a sort of physical anchorage which is
partial, since the shoe is free to lift.

It is therefore the principal object of this invention to
provide spikes which are so mounted to the sloping un-
dersurfaces of said shoes, that in addition to their avoid-
ance of lateral movement, there is also avoided any
upward lift in playing position, whereupon the shoes set
properly at stance of the player, will attain what sub-
stantially is practically a complete physical anchorage to
the ground. This affords that the greatest possible por-
tion of the forces the player is called upon to exert, is
applied to the swing of the golf club so that the player
is called upon for very little effort to maintain firm anchor-
age of his feet to the ground, since the spikes as I em-
ploy them in accordance with this invention, serve to ac-
complish total anchorage of the player’s feet to the ground.

Heretofore, as mentioned, spikes extending from the
sloping undersurface of a shoe were perpendicular to such
surface and hence when such surface contacted the ground
and the spikes imbedded into the ground, such spikes
though holding the shoe from lateral movement, the shoe
was free for upward movement along the vertical. This
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upward vertical movement is what this invention avoids:
in playing position, thereby attaining a firm physical an=
chorage of the shoe to the ground by avoiding shoe moves
ment in any direction.

So for the practice of this invention, the spikes are:
mounted perpendicular to the inner floor surface of the
shoe, onto that portion of those portions of the shoe’s
undersurface which slant upwardly from the ground when
said inner floor surface is horizontal and the Iength of
said spikes are preferably such that when the shoe is on:
paved flat ground, said spikes touch the ground. Now,
upon positioning the shoe so that the slant surface -or
surfaces thereof touch turf; ‘the spikes extending down-
wardly from said slant surfaces will' be imbedded in:the
turf, not perpendicular to the surface of the ground, but:
at a slant.  'When a player sets the shoes he wears: into:
playing position so that the slant undersurfaces touch the:
turf, the spikes on one shoe will be in downwardly di~

" vergent relation with respect to. the spikes on the other.
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shoe.  The weight of the player and the forces he ap-
plies downwardly through his legs and the heel regions
of the shoes, will tamp and pack the turf tightly.around
the spikes and the shoes will thereby be firmly physically’
anchored to the ground; the sets of spikes of both shoes
forming together a sort of dove-tail joint formation with
the ground, holding the shoes from both any lateral move-
ment or vertical lift when in playing position.

In the accompanying drawing forming part of this
specification, similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the views.

Fig. 1 shows the outer side of the left shoe in walk-
ing position on the ground. The bottom member of this
shoe and that of its mate, including the teachings of this
invention. The shoe shown is heel-less.

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the shoe of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 shows the inner side of the shoe of Fig. 1.

Pig. 4 is an enlarged section taken at lines 4—4 in
Fig. 3.

Fig.
shoe.

Fig. 6 is similar to Fig. 5, but of slightly modified
form as described in the aforementioned patent.

Figs. 7 and 8 are rear views of a pair of shoes of the
type shown in Fig. 1, in playing position, where the heel
regions are rested on the ground. When the shoes are
in walking position, the undersides -of said heel regions
are in upwardly convergent relation.

Fig. 9 is the rear view of a left shoe embodying this
invention. Its construction is like that of Fig, 2, but
here in Fig. 9, the shoe shown has a heel.

Fig. 10 shows the inner side of the shoe of Fig. 9.

Fig. 11 shows the outer side of the shoe of Fig. 9.

In the drawing showing various preferred embodiments
of my present invention, in all the shoe structures shown,
the top surface 15 of the bottom member is horizontal
transversely thereof when the shoe is in normal upright
position as shown in Figs. 1-4 and 9-11. The heel re-
gion’s undersurfaces 16 and 17 respectively, slope down-
wardly from the inner lateral edge towards the outer
Jateral edge thereof and such sloping undersurfaces are
off the ground when each shoe is in normal upright po-
sition; said shoes being tiltable from normal upright po-
sition shown in Fig, 2 to the position shown in Fig. 7,
wherein the sloping undersurface 16 contacts the ground,
or the sloping undersurface 17 touches the ground, as the
case may be. Hence, in playing position, the pair of
shoes assume the position as shown in Figs. 7 and 8.

In the preferred embodiments illustrated, I provide the
heel region of each shoe along its inner lateral edge
with spikes 19, which extend from the sloping surfaces
16, 17 respectively, downwardly to the ground when the
shoe is in normal upright position. Each spike is in acute

5 shows the underside of the sole of said left




3

angular relation with that portion of the sloping under-
surface which extends from the spike to the outer lateral
edge of such undersurface, so that when the player takes
his stance for play and the shoes are brought to rest with
their sloping undersurfaces of the heel regions on the
turf, the spikes on the pair of shoes will become im-
bedded in the ground and the position of the spikes on
one shoe will be in downward convergent relation to the
spikes on its mate, as shown in the combined Figs. 7
and 8.

Of importance to note is that the shoes equipped with
spikes in the manner herein taught, when set into play-
ing position, are maintained against lateral and upward
movements by physical anchorage. Less force need be
exerted by the player to hold the shoes firmly to the
ground and he has therefore available the greater force
to go to the swing of the golf club.

This invention is capable of numerous forms and vari-
ous applications without departing from the essential
features herein disclosed. It is therefore intended and de-
sired that the embodiments shown herein be deemed
merely illustrative and not restrictive and that the patent
shall cover all patentable novelty herein set forth; refer-
ence being had to the following claim rather than to
specific description and showing herein to illustrate the
scope of this invention.
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I claim:

In a shoe, a bottom member for aiding a golfer to
assume the correct foot position for play; the top sur-
face of said bottom member being horizontal transversely
thereof when the shoe is in normal upright position; the
undersurface of the heel region.of the bottom member
sloping downwardly from the inner lateral edge towards
the outer lateral edge thereof with the sloping undersur-
face being off the ground when the shoe is in normal
upright position; said shoe being tiltable from normal
upright position to a position wherein the sloping under-
surface contacts the ground and spikes extending down-
wardly from said sloping undersurface; each spike being
in acute angular relation with that portion of the slop-
ing undersurface which extends from the spike to the
outer lateral edge of the undersurface; said spikes being
adjacent the inner lateral edge of the heel region and in
spaced relation therealong.
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