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My present invention relates to decoys, and
more particularly to an improved stuffed decoy
and the method of making the same.

The general practice in the past has been to
construct decoys from light solid wood or other
material of a more or less solid nature. Such
decoys are easily damaged and require consider-
able care in handling to prevent their heads
from becoming broken. Also it is practically
Impossible to shoot live birds after having be-
come intermingled with the decoys without
greatly damaging the decoys, their solid nature
being greatly affected by a charge of shot. An-
other difficulty in solid decoys is their weight
and bulk when traveling to and from a shoot-
ing blind by motor vehicle.

In my present invention, I have obviated all
of these difficulties by constructing a decoy
which is practically indestructible; weighs very
little and can be packed in a compact manner

in an ordinary duffel bag. My improved decoy -

is also nonsinkable. Shot may penetrate the
decoy without doing any great damage. No
special care need be exercised in transporting
them from place to place in a motor vehicle or
by other means of transportation.

The principal object of my invention is an
improved method of making a decoy; -

Another object is an improved method of ob
taining the contour of the back of a decoy;

Still another object is an improved method
of making a decoy with a removable and ro-
tatable head and neck portion, and

ther objects and novel features comprising
the construction and operation of my improved
decoy will appear as the description of the same
progresses.

In the drawing illustrating my invention,

Fig. 1 is a developed plan view of the upper
half of the casing of the decoy;

Fig. 2 is a developed plan view of the bottom
half of the casing, the same pattern being used
for both pieces, and also showing the ballast
slug having been attached in the central portion
thereof;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the body of the decoy
after having been assembled and stuffed but
with the head and neck portion removed;

Fig. 4 is a developed plan view of the diamond
insert member which is shown inserted in the
back portion in Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is another plan view similar to Fig. 3 -

but with the head and neck portion mounted;
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the assembled
decoy in its plain state without the usual paint-

(CL 43—3)
ed markings ‘which will differ somewhat with

different kinds of birds; ’

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary cross-section taken
on the line T—71 of Fig. 2 particularly showing
the ballast slug and mooring ring tape indicated
in dotted lines in Fig. 2;

Fig. 8 is a cross-section taken on the line
8—8 of Fig. 5; )
-~ Fig.'9 is another cross
line 9—9 of Fig. 5, and

Fig. 10 is a typical vertical cross-section of
the bottom of the neck member showing the

-manner of attaching. the neck member ‘to the

body . particularly showing the swivel membe

~.of the snap fastener. - :

" Referring more in detail to the drawing, 10
indicates the upper portion of the decoy in a
developed state. 11 indicates the lower portion
of the decoy. The two pieces 10 and 11 are
cut from the same pattern and both members
have a small V section indicated at 12 cut from
the front breast portion of the body which
when joined together as shown at 13, eliminates
wrinkles at this point. The two members 10
and {1 are identical in outline and when stitched
together, as shown at 14 in Fig. 6, form the body
portion of the decoy. In Fig. 1, it will be noted
that I have indicated a line 15 which starts at
& point back from the V cut-out 12 and ex-
tends along the central portion of the member
10 to a point adjacent the tail portion of the
decoy. The purpose of the line 15 is to in-
dicate a cut in the material comprising mem-
ber 10 into which I stitch a diamond shaped
member 16, as shown in Fig. 3. The purpose
of the inserted member 16 is twofold. It widens
the upper member {0 at this point and produces
the raised portion 171, shown in Fig: 6, giving the
contour of the back of a bird otherwise not- ob-
tainable by merely stitching the two- members
10 and |1 together. It will be noted by an-in-
spection of Fig. 8 that at the same time I ob-

tain a larger capacity above the stitched edges"

18 tending to produce the plumpness necessary
at this point with a minimum of pieces. At a
point - approximately over the breast end  of

the diamond insert 16, I have provided a female -

portion of a conventional snap fastener similar
to the common type used on heavy removable
curtains, such as automobile cuytains. This
snap fastener (9 is clinched through the fabric
in any conventional manner as provided in
fasteners of this type. The head and neck por-
tion of the decoy is composed of two halves 21
and 20 being stitched together as indicated at

section taken on the
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22. In the bottom of the neck portion, I have
inserted a base member 23 comprising a disc
24 with an attached rim 285. The rim 25 is
pierced at intervals along the bottom edge
through which a binding cord 28§ is threaded
passing through the fabric:comprising the neck
casing members 20 and 2f. The cord 26 is
threaded. through the fabric and plerced holes
in the rim 25 in the same manher as an over-
hand stitch. Other means may be used to join
the member 23 to the neck portion if desired
it being desirable to avoid adhesives owing to
the fact that the decoy is to be exposed to
moisture when in use, alsoi metal is undesirable
on the outer part of the decoy owing to the
possibility of reflected light which tends to
frighten live birds which have been attracted
by the deccys. On the inner top surface of the
member 23, I have provided bridge member 27
for the purpose of providing an additional sub-

port for the shank of the male member of the

snap fastener, indicated at 28, the end of which
is upset as shown in Fig. 10.

On the bottom member it of the body of the
decoy. I have provided a ballast slug of lead, in-
dicated at 29 in Figs. 2 and 7. The slug 29 is
mounted upon the inside surface of the bottom
portion it of the decoy casing being held in place
by mean of s surrounding patch 30, the edge of
which is stitched through the casing portion {{
and the edge of an outside reinforcement patch
34, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing. Located
between the outer surface of member ! directly
under the reinforcement disc 31 is a doubled:tape
32 the outer exposed portion of which forms a
loop 33 through which is mounted a mooring ring
34. The ring 34 being used for the purpsse of
mooring the decoy either separately to an anchor
or to a frame adapted to separate and space the
decoys as is sometimes used.

In transportation, the head and neck portion
may be removed for convenience in packing. In
actual use, the head and neck portion may be
rivoted on. the snap fastener in any position de-
sired giving the decoy a lifelike appearance.

Heretofors, it has been impractical to con-
struct decoys of fabric and stuff the interior ow-
ing to the fact that the fabric casing will leak
and the interior stufiing material will become
saturated with water in some cases sinking. Even
though the casing be stuffed with ground cork
the water penetrates around the cork particles
and although the decoy does not sink it becomes
much heavier than normal causing it to ride foo

53 low in the water and loses considerable of its

buoyancy. Also with the best of care decoys are
liable to be hit by stray shot occasionally, there-
fore making it very difficult to maintain a water
tight casing.

Having the various dlfﬁcultles in mind together
with the many desirable results to be obtained in
a stuffed type of decoy, I have discovered that
a light duck covering cut in the manner above
described can be used, without special water-

5 proofing agents being used if the stuffing mate-

rial used comprises moisture resisting material
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such as “Kapok” sometimes referred to as “Java
Cotton.” This material is very light and im-
pervious to moisture so that the decoy casing
may become saturated with moisture without the
packing material absorbing water and defeat-
ing the purpose of the invention. The “Kapok”
is firmly compacted in the body and head por-
tions making a resilient although firm packing.
When the decoy is pierced with stray shot it is

_difficult to detect where the shot entered with-

out minute examination and water leakage
through such holes may be ignored.
Having thus described my invention what I

- claim ‘as new is:

1. An improved decoy comprising upper and

‘lower fabric casing members stitched together

around their edges and contracted at a point
midway around the breast edges, a diamond in-
sert located in the top member of said casing
for the purpose of raising and giving contour to

that portion, and a stuffed head and neck por-.

tion removably and pivotally mounted on the
front portion of the top of said casing.

2. An improved decoy comprising upper and
lower fabric casing members joined together at
their edges and having a diamond insert in the
top. member, a head and neck portion pivoted to
the upper member, said casing and head and
neck portions being packed with a water re-
sisting fibrous mafterial, and a ballast slug at-
tached %o the inner surface of the lower member
of said casing.

3. An improved decoy comprising in com-
bmfxu_;on a. fabric casing stuffed with water-
preofed fibrous material, a head and- neck por-
tion stuffed with waterproof fibrous material re-
movably pivoted to the top of said casing, and a
diamond insert located in the top of said casing
for the purpose of giving a natural birdlike con-
tour to the back of said decoy.

4. An improved decoy casing composed of fabric
and stuffed with a waterproof fibrous material,
and a head piece made of fabric and stuffed
with waterproof fibrous material and provided
with a pivot pin adapted to engage with a re-
taining clip attached to the body of said decoy.

5. In a stuffed decoy, a body member compris-
ing a fabric casing stuffed with waterproof fibrous
material, a removable pivoted head member lo-
cated on said body member, and a ballast insert
slug attached to the inside surface of the hot-
tom casing of said decoy.

- 6. That improved method of making a decoy
comprising water resisting stuffing material, top
and bottom casing members, top insert, head
and neck members and neck and top casing
attaching members which comprises the stitch-
ing together of the edges of the said top and bot-
tom casing members, the splitting of the said
top casing member and the insertion of said insert
therein, the stuffing of the two casing members

~ with water resisting material and the attach-

ing of said attaching members to said neck and
top casing members.
GEORGE A. BATES.
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