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To all whom it may concern: inclined, and when the lid is depressed this 
Be it known that I, LOUIS MESSER, of the hook engages with a spring - catch, b. This 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and Improved Clasp for Boxes, 
which invention is fully set forth in the foll 
lowing specification, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 
box provided with my clasp when the box is 
open. Fig. 2 is a sectional side view when 
the box is closed. Fig. 3 is a side view of the 
spring-catch detached. 

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention has for its object to produce 

a cheap and simple clasp for boxes, specially 
designed for boxes made up of thin sheets of 
wood, such, for instance, as cigar-boxes. 
The invention consists of a spring - catch 

formed of elastic sheet metal, with a slot at 
one end, and a series of spurs or projections. 
at its other end, said spring-catch being se 
cured in a recess in one of the sides of the 
box, and arranged to act in conjunction with 
a hook, the shank of which passes through 
the lid of the box, while the inner edge of its 
head is curved or inclined in such a manner 
that when the lid is depressed the hook en 
gages with the slot of the spring-catch, and 
thus automatically secures the lid in a locked 
condition. 
In the drawing, the letter A designates the 

body of a box, which is provided with a hinged 
lid, B. In the lid near its free edge is secured 
a hook, a, which is formed of a short piece of 
wire provided with a head, and which is sim 
ply driven through the lid, as shown in Fig. 
2. The inner edge of said hook is curved or 

spring-catch is formed of a thin piece of elas 
tic sheet metal, which is provided with a slot, 
c, to receive the hook a, and which is situated 
in a recess or cavity, d, formed in the front 
side of the body A, being retained in position 
by spurse, which extend through said front 
side, and are clinched on the inside. 
When it is desired to open the box the spring 

catch is forced in with the finger, and the lid 
can be raised. 

It will be seen from this description that 
my clasp is composed of only two parts, each 
of which can be manufactured very cheap, 
and which can be secured to the box in the 
proper position with the greatest ease and 
facility. 
This clasp is intended particularly for cigar 

boxes, or for other boxes made of thin boards, 
and on account of its great cheapness it will 
be of great benefit for the general public. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
The spring-catch b, formed of elastic sheet 

metal, with the slot c, and spurse e e, in com 
bination with the hook a, the lid B, and box 
A, constructed with the recessd, substantially 
as and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 14th 
day of June, 1875. 

LOUIS MESSER. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

W. HAUFF, 
E. F. KASTENEIUBER. 


