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This invention relates to a new and useful belt
and buckle assembly of highly simplified design.

A primary object of this invention. is to provide
o belt and buckle easily and quickly manufac-
tured and assembled, with consequent substan-
tial savings,in manufacturing costs.

Another object is to provde a buckle which re-
quires no stitching, riveting or other mechanical
operations for fastening or securing it to the end
of a belt, the buckle being easily and quickly dis-
engaged from a belt of one color and atiached to
a belt of another color when it is desired to have
the belt harmonize with the wearer’s suit or dress.

Another object of this invention is to provide a
highly serviceable belt and buckle of a neat and
streamlined appearance with no visible perfora-
tions or exposed anchoring or fastening means.

Another object is to provide a device of this
character that will maintain the overlapping ends
of a belt in substantial longitudinal alignment.

These and other- objects and advantages are
aftained by the means described in the follow-
ing specifications and illustrated upon the ac-
companying drawings in which: .

Fig. 1 is a perspective rear view of a belt and
buckle with the free end of the belt disengaged
from the buckle.

Fig. 2 is o fragmental front elevational view of
the belt and buckle.

Tig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the buckle.

Tt is common practice in the manufacture of
belts to empioy a buckle requiring the use of riv-
ets, stitches, staples or other mechanical means
of securing it to the end of the belt. Such buckles
also require the threading of the opposite end of
the belt therethrough, with the result that re-
peated buckling and unbuckling causes the belt
to become worn and unsightly in appearance.
These disadvantages are obviated by the present
invention as illustrated upon the drawings. An
ordiniary belt, which may be of leather, plastic,
cloth, or other suitable material, is indicated
at 5, and has one of its ends 6 punched with prop-
erly spaced elongated perforations T and 8. The
opposite end 9 of the belt is punched with simi-
lar perforations 19, spaced apart to any desired.
extent, said perforations being used for adjusting
the belt to the girth of the wearer.

The buckle, which .is indicated by the char-
acter 12, may be in the form of a plate having its
exposed face 4 suitably ornamented, as by em-
hossing, stamping, engraving, or the like 20, and
may or may not include the ubper and lower
flanges 13 and {4. The buckle may be slightly
curved to conform to the contour of the waist.
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To the rear face of the buckle, intermediate the
top and bottom, and in horizontal alignment
therewith, is soldered or otherwise fixed a metal
strip {5 having opposite ends 16 and {1 formed as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. End 16 projects substan-
tially at right angles from the rear face of the
buckle and has its terminus slightly curved in
the general direction of the end IT, the entire
length of the end or projection 16 being slightly in
excess of twice the thickness of the belt. 5. The
end {7 is turned up from the rear of the buckle
for a distance approximating the single thickness
of the belt, and then turned outwardly beyond an
end of the buckle in substantial parallelism with
the face of the buckle. The arcuacy of end 6 is
formed on a radius which is substantially shorter
than the distance to shank 19, so that in apply-
ing the buckle to the belt it is necessary to in ef-
fect snap the end 16 through perforation 8, there-
by simply retaining the buckle in place.

The buckle is attached to the belt strap simply
by inserting the end 17 fully into the perforation
7 and then pressing the end 16 into engagement
with perforation 8. The buckle is disengaged
from the belt with equal facility, having no rivets,
stitches, or staples to be removed, an advantage
to the wearer, since he or she may have a belt to
match each garment with but one buckle inter-
changeable with all the belts. In such cases the
belts need not be removed from the garments, it
being a relatively simple matter to detach the
buckle from one belt and apply it to another.
The simplicity of assembly is .of primary im-
portance to the manufacturer since such me-
chanical operations as sewing and riveting the
buckle to the belt strap have been eliminated,
resulting in substantial savings in manufacturing
costs. Extension of the strip end IT beyond the
end 21 of the buckle, facilitates initial entry
thereof into the perforation 1, as will be appre-
ciated.

The end of projection 16 of the buckle is de-
signed to engage one of the perforations 10 of
the belt, the curved portion of the end 16 serving
to retain the belt end 9 in contact with and par-
allel to the belt end 6, with the turned end 17 of -
the buckle being overlapped by the end 9 of the
belt. No threading of the belt strap through or
into the buckle is necessary. It should be noted
that the various perforations 7, 8, and (0 are
in the form of elongated slots rather than round
holes. ‘These elongated perforations, together
with the elements 16 and {7 serve to maintain
the buckle and both belt ends in substantial align-
ment, thus enhancing the appearance of the belt
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inuse. It should also be noted that the belt in use,
as shown in Fig. 2 presents.a neat, streamlined
appearance, with no visible perforations or ex-
posure of anchoring or fastening means. The
strip 18 preferably is substantially rigid, and may
be formed as a simple stamping of metal. Per-
forations 7 and 8 are spaced apart a distance
equal to the space between perpendicular shanks
18 and. 19 of the strip ends or hooks, and perfora-
tions {8 may be spaced as desired since only one
is used in joining the belt ends. The length of
shank 18 is substantially equal to the thickness
of belt end 6.

It is to be understood that various struetural

and ornamental modifications may be made with-
in.the scope of the appended claims, without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention.’

What is claimed is:

1. In a device of the class described, the com-
bination of a plain length of belting character-
ized by uniformity of thickness from end to end,
oppesite ends of the belt being apertured to form
elongated- slots extending transversely between
the belt edges, and a buckle comprising a plate
having an outer face and an inner face approxi-
mating in width the width of the belt, a rigid
strip having opposite ends, and an intermediate
porticn fixed flatwise upon the inner face of the
blate lengthwise thereof, one end of the strip
being turned substantially at right angles to the
plateto provide a shank, theh extended toward the
adjacent end of the plate in substantial parallel-
ism: therewith, said shank being in length nho
shorter than-the single thickness. of the belt, the
other end of the strip being turned substantially
at right angles to the plate, then projected gen-
erally in the direction of extension of said one
end of the strip, to provide a hook and a shank,
the - shank ' last mentioned being of a- length
slightly exceeding two thicknesses of the belt ap-
plied thereto at the belt slots.

2. In a device of the class described, the com-
bination of a.plain length of belting character-
ized by uniformity of thickness from end to end,
opposite ends of the belt being apertured to form
elongated slots extending transversely between
the belt edges, and g buckle comprising a plate
having an outer face and an.inner face, said plate
having opposite ends disposed transversely of the
belt, a hook having a shank extending substan-
tially perpendicularly from the inner face of
the plate and terminating in an engd directed to-
ward one end of ‘the plate in substantial paral-
lelism therewith, said shank being in length no
shorter. than the single thickness of the belt and
adapted for reception in a slot of the belt, & sec-
ond hook having a shank extending substantially
perpendicularly from the inner face of the plate
and terminating in an end projected generally in
the direction of the first hook end, the shank of
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4
the second hook being of a length exceeding two
thicknesses of the belt applied thereto at the belt
slots.

3. In g device of the class described, the com-~
bination of a plain length of belting characterized
by uniformity of thickness from end to end, op~-
posite ends of the. belt being apertured to form
elongated slots extending transversely between
the belt edges, and a buckle comprising a plate
having an:outer face and an inner face approxi-
mating in width the width of the belt, g rigid strip
having opposite ends, and an intermediate portion
fixed flatwise upon the inner face of the plate
lengthwise thereof, oné end. of the strip being
turned substantially at right angles to the plate
to provide a shank, then extended toward the
adjacent end of the plate in substantial parallel-
ism . therewith, said shank being in length no
shorter than the single thickness of the belt, the
other end of the strip being turned away from
the plate to extend therefrom a distance at least
equal to twice the thickness of the belt, to pro-
vide ani anchorage lug insertable .in a slot at
one end-of the belt.

4. In a device of the class described, the com-
binaticn of a plain length of belting characterized
by uniformity of thickness from end to end, oppo-
site ends of the belt being apertured to form elon-
gated slots extending transversely between the
belt edges, and a buckle comprising a plate hav-
ing an outer face and an inner face approximat-
ing a width the width of the belt, a rigid strip
haying apposite .ends, and an intermediate por-
tion fixed flatwise upon the inner face of the plate
lengthwise thereof, one end of the strip being
turned substantially at right. angles to the plate
to provide g shank, then extended toward the ad-
jacent end of the plate in substantial parallelism
therewith, said shank being in length no shorter
than-the single thickness of the belt, the other
end of the strip being turned away from the plate
to extend therefrom a distance at least equal to
twice the thickness of the belt, to provide an an-
chorage lug insertable in a slot. at one-end of
the belt, and an appendage on the anchorage lug
to resist withdrawal thereof from said slof.
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