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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. FREEMAN,
a citizen of the United States, resident of
Frankfort, in the county of Clinton and State
5 of Indiana, bave invented a newand valuable
Improvement in Buckles; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear,and ex-
act description of the construction and opera-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
1o  annexed drawings, making a partof this speci-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon.
Figure 1 of thedrawings is a representation
of a sectional view of my buckle, and Fig. 2 is
15 a plan view of a portion thereof.
. This invention has relation to buckles; and
it consists in the construction aund novel ar-
rangement, in conneetion with .the buckle-
frame, of the tongue and its cap or protector;
20 also, in forming the buckle-roller with a con-
cave projection to cover the end of the tongue,
all as hereinafter shown and described.
In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
designates a harness-strap, and B a buckle
25 connected thereto in any ordinary manner.
C represents the tongue of the buckle, and
D the sleeve or roller on the transverse bear-
ing a for the end of the tongue. This roller or
sleeve D is designed to be provided with a
30 projecting concave cap or guard-piece, b, which
is usually formed in one piece with the bLody
of the roller when the latter is made, suitable
dies being employed for stamping the cap-pro-
jection. The strap-hole ¢ receives the end of

the tongue, which projects through it, and as 35
the roller turns in drawing the strap the cap-
projection b is thrown down over the end of
the tongue, and, fitting it neatly, enters the
strap-hole ¢, forming a lock to secure the
tongue in the strap. It also provides a guard 40
fortheend of thetongue, so that there is no pro-
jection to catch the netting used over harness
or to pull out the hairs of the tail of the horse.

It is apparent that the tongue-cover ean be
made independent of the roller, if thought de- 45
sirable ; but'the most economical plan is to
form the sleeve and cover piece together, as
above described. ‘ ‘

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— 50

1. The combination, with the buckle-frame
and its tongue, of a concave tongue-cover or
cap connected to the frame and adapted to ex-
teud over the end of the tongue, substantially
as specified.

2. In a buckle having a tongue,the bearing
roller or sleeve D,having the concave tongue-
cap or guard b projecting therefrom and adapt-
ed to fall over the end of the tongue,substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. '

GEORGE W. FREEMAN.

60

Witnesses :
PERRY W. GARD,
R. G. BOONE.




