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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, IVILLIAM J. CAMP 

BELL, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Dayton, in the county of Rocking 
ham and State of Virginia, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in 
Thill-Tugs, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
Buyers of thill or shaft tugs often express 

preferences for the kind, finish or style of 
buckle used thereon, and it has been the 
common practice of manufacturers to sup­ 
ply these tugs with buckles permanently at 
tached, so that many styles of tugs, varying 
only in the kind, style or finish of buckles, 
had to be kept in stock in order to satisfy 
buyers. It is not always possible to remove 
the buckle from the finished tugs and re 
place it with one preferred by the buyer, 
and even when this is done, the removed 
buckle is usually useless stock. In order to 
meet this condition of the trade, I have 
devised a tug, complete as an article of 
manufacture and trade, in which the buckle~ 
securing strap is left unfastened but ready 
to receive the preferred buckle and the 
parts then capable of being secured by a 
suitable fastener, such as a rivet, and the 
tug thus made ready for use without delay. 
It is also a matter of utility and economy 
to make thill tugs interchangeable for single 
and double girths, and this I effect by con~ 
cealing a nut in the tug and supplying` a 
screwthreaded billet eye which may be ap 
plied to and detached from the nut at pleas 
ure and so adapt the tug for either style of 
girth or bellyband. 
In the accompanying drawings, illustrat 

ing the invention, in the several figures of 
which like parts are similarly designated, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the tug 
and attached billet, the buckle being omitted 
and the rivet and its washer shown in- line 
for insertion. Fig. 2 is a perspective view 
of the tug and billet with the buckle in 
place and the parts riveted together. Fig. 3 
is a longitudinal section of the parts as 
shown in Fig. 2. 'Fig 4 shows the tug dis 
played, with the outside strap broken away 
to expose the billet nut. Fig. 5 is a longi 
tudinal section of the lower part of the tug, 
showing a modified billet connection. 

l is the foundation piece, to which is fas 
tened the strap loop 2, and on the outside of 
which is the longitudinal strap 3, sewed or 
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otherwise securely fastened to piece l from 
one end to the loop 2, and left free or un 
attached for the rest of its length. This 
free end 4 is slotted at 5 to receive the 
tongue of the buckle. The free end 4 has 
the rivet holes 6 and 7, and the foundation 
piece l has the rivet holes 8 and 9, which 
holes are adapted to be brought into aline 
ment with the rivet holes in the free end il 
when the buckle is in place, by bending said 
free end over upon itself, and then all of 
these parts may be secured by a single fas 
tener, such as a rivet l0 and its washer ll, 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The tug is designed to be put upon the 

market without an attached buckle, and in 
the form shown in Fig. l, and when the 
purchaser has selected the desired buckle it 
is slipped into the free end and the rivet 
inserted and all of the parts secured, ready 
for use. But the tug may be put upon the 
market- with the buckle in place and the 
parts riveted, and then if the purchaser 
wishes a different‘kind of buckle, it is only 
necessary to cut out the rivet, put in the 
preferred buckle and rivet the parts to 
gether anew, and this may be done without 
marring the sewing or injuriously affecting 
or marring any of the parts. 
The construction enables a dealer to meet ‘ 

every wish or fancy of the buyer as to kind, 
style or finish of buckle quickly and inex 
pensively. 
The parts will be bent to shape by the 

manufacturer so as to facilitate the work of 
the dealer in applying the buckle. Between 
the foundation piece l and the strap 3 is 
inserted a nut 12 at the base of the tug, and 
the billet strap 13 has a screw-eye 14 which 
may be applied to and removed from this 
nut at pleasure as the user employs a double 
or single girth. The nut is practically con 
cealed, and hence is inconspicuous at all 
times. 

Fig. 5 illustrates the fact that the tug 
may be supplied with the ordinary dee and 
billet. In this case the dee l5 has attached 
to it the billet as in the former instance, 
and the dee is secured to the foundation 
strap by the clip 16, which is of metal bent 
to shape to receive the dee and conform to 
the curvature of the tug and is riveted or 
otherwise fastened to the foundation piece. 
The strap 3 is sewed down over and aboutl 
the clip. 
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The two forms of billet-attaching devices 
have in common a member which is per 
manently secured to the tug’s foundation 
piece and in effect concealed in it. 
By my invention a very simple and useful 

tug is furnished, by which two urgent needs 
of buyers may be readily and effectively 
supplied. 
What I claim is :-­ 
1. A thill tug, adapted for interchange 

of buckles, comprising a foundation piece, 
and a strap permanently attached to the 
foundation piece and having a buckle-re 
ceiving free end, the foundation piece and 
its attached strap having both of their ends 
supplied with holes and the buckle-receiving 
free end likewise having oppositely arranged 
holes, all of which holes being brought into 
alinement when the foundation piece and 
strap are bent around to complete the tug, 
to adapt the holes to receive a fastener for 
uniting these parts and the buckle. 

2. A thill tug, having a foundation piece 
with rivet holes near its opposite ends, a 
strap loop fixed to said foundation piece, a 
strap ûxed to the foundation piece for a 
portion of its length and having a free end 
to engage a buckle bar and slotted for the­ 
passage of the tongue of the buckle and 

provided with rivet holes near opposite ends 
of the slot so that When this free end is bent 
around the buckle bar and the ends of the 
foundation piece are brought opposite one 
another the several rivet holes Will be 
brought into alineinent to receive a rivet by 
which all of the parts may be united, there 
by permitting interchange of buckles. 

3. A thill tug, adapted for interchange of 
buckles, and comprising a foundation piece 
having near its opposite ends rivet holes, a 
strap permanently fastened to said founda 
tion piece throughout a greater portion of 
its length and provided with a buckle-re 
ceiving free end which is also provided with 
rivet holes, all of said rivet holes adapted 
to be brought into alineinent with each 
other when the foundation piece and its at 
tached strap are bent around to complete 
the tug, a buckle applied to said buckle 
receiving end, and a rivet passed through . 
the several rivet holes and serving to unite 
all of these parts. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand this 21st day of Sept. A. D. 1908. 
IVILLIAM J. CAMPBELL. 

lVitnesses: 
L. E. RUEBUSH, 
Jon K. RUnBUsH. 
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