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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
2,501,901 
GROLE 

Henry M. Herbener, Thomasville, Ga. 
Application March 18, 1948, Serial No. 15,539 

(C. 2-36) 4. Claims. 

My invention relates to apparel and has par 
ticular reference to elastic girdles. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide an elastic girdle to be worn by women, have 
ing means to retain the top portion of the gara 
ment raised, which means includes rib receiving 
pockets formed integral with the girdle, as dis 
tinguished from a separate band provided with 
such pockets and attached to the top of the 
girdle. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a girdle of the above mentioned character having 
a folded edge at the top of the garment, render 
ing the garment more attractive in appearance 
and comfortable in use. r 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

means for securing the folded Over edge of the 
girdle to the ribs, so that the ribs cannot be un 
covered in the use of the garment. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent during the course of the follow 
ing description: - 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this application, and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts throughout 
the same, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an elastic gir 
dle embodying my invention, 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side ele 
vation of the front of the girdle, 

Figure 3 is a vertical section taken on line 3-3 
of Figure 2, 

Figure 4 is a horizontal section taken on line 
4-4 of Figure 2, . 
Figure 5 is an enlarged vertical section taken 

on line 5-5 of Figure 2, showing the extension 
folded over, 

Figure 5A is a similar view, the extension being 
in the open position, 

Figure 6 is a horizontal section, upon an en 
larged scale, taken on line 6-6 of Figure 2, 

Figure 7 is a similar view taken on line - 
of Figure 2, 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a girdle em 
bodying a modification of the invention, 
Figure 8a shows a view of the rib employed, 
Figure 9 is a front elevation of the same, upon 

an enlarged scale, parts broken away, and parts 
in section, 

Figure 10 is a vertical section taken on line 
0-fo of Figure 9, 
Figure 11 is a horizontal section taken on line 
- of Figure 9, 
Figure 12 is a fragmentary front elevation of 

a girdle embodying a further modification of the 
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2 
invention, parts broken away, and upon an en 
larged scale, 

Figure 13 is a vertical section taken on line 
3-3 of Figure 12, 
Figure 14 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 

girdle showing the manner of securing the folded 
over extension to the rib, and 

Figure 15 is a vertical section taken on line 
5-5 of Figure 14. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of 

illustration are shown preferred embodiments of 
my invention, attention being called first to Fig 
ures 1 to 7 inclusive, the numeral fo designates 
the body portion of an elastic girdle having a 
2-way vertical and horizontal stretch. This 
body portion is tubular and conforms to the cur 
vature of the figure and may be woven or knit. 
At its top, the body portion ?o has an annular 
extension f formed integral therewith, and this 
extension has one half the thickness of the body 
portion fo. The extension f is folded outward 
ly and downwardly upon itself, producing inner 
and outer annular layers 2 and 3, Figures 5 
and 6. The layers 2 and 3 are stitched to 
gether adjacent to the lower edge of the layer 
3, by horizontal lines of stitching 4, each ter 
minating at points 5. The group of lines of 
stitching 4 may extend around the entire cir 
cumference of the girdle. The layers 2 and 3 
form a band, at the top of the body portion O, 
and the layer 2 is integral with the body por 
tion ?o, and the folded layers produce a rounded 
or folded edge 5', which is neat in appearance 
and promotes the convenience or comfort of the 
user. This band embodying the layers 2 and 3 
also has a 2-way vertical and horizontal stretch. 
The layers 2 and 3 are further secured to 
gether by spaced pairs of vertical lines of stitch 
ing f6, extending from the ends 5 to substan 
tially the top of the layers 2 and 3, forming 
pockets T, Figure 6. These pockets may extend 
entirely around the circumference of the girdle, 
as shown. The tops of these pockets 7 are 
closed by the folded portion f 5’ while their bot 
toms are open. The pockets 7 are preferably 
equidistantly spaced and are arranged in verti 
cal alignment with vertical pockets 20 formed 
integral with the body portion 0, and the pock 
ets 20 are woven or knit therein, depending upon 
whether the body portion O is woven or knit, 
and the extension being integral with the 
body portion to would be woven or knit depend 
ing upon the construction of the body portion 0. 
The pockets 20 are closed at their bottoms and 
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open at their tops and their open ends terminate 
at the lower edge of the extension ff. 

Vertical stiffening ribs 2 are provided, formed 
of any suitable material, such as metal, plastics, 
Whalebone or the like, A rib. 2 is mounted 
within each vertical pocket 20 and its companion 
vertical pocket 7, and projects above the pocket 
20 to enter the pocket 7. The upper end of the 
rib substantially engages the folded portion f' 
of the layers 2 and 3. 
The ribs 2 are inserted in the pockets 20 when 

the extension projects upwardly and has not 
been folded. Hence the ribs project beyond the 
top of the pockets 20. Extension it is then fold 
ed upon itself and the layers 2 and 3 are dis 
posed upon opposite sides of the upper portions 
of the ribs 2. The stitching f4 and 6 is then 
made, securing the parts together and forming 
the pockets T. An advantage in the construction 
is that the pockets 20 are formed integral with 
the body portion 0, thus eliminating the use of a 
separate band having pockets formed integral 
therewith, as shown in my Patent 2,136,742. A 
further advantage is that the extension f is 
folded over, to provide the upper pockets, and 
provides the folded or round edge 5'. 
tension being formed in half the thickness of 
the body portion 0, when the extension is folded 
to provide the two layers 2 and 3 at the top of 
the garment, the garment does not have its 
thickness increased at its top. 
The outer layer 3 is stitched to the body por 

tion O by the lines of stitching 4, between the 
pockets 7, but the outer layer is not stitched to 
the body portion 0, at each pocket between the 
points 5. Since the outer layer is thinner than 
the body portion 0, its elasticity is increased, 
and the pocket f may have its Outer Side 
stretched laterally and upwardly sufficiently for 
the removal of the rib 2, if desired. It may not 
be desired to remove the rib 2, and I contemplate 
anchoring the top of the rib within the pocket 
T, and this may be effected by providing the rib 
2 at its top with an aperture 22, receiving a loop 
or stitching 23, passing through the aperture 
and the layers 2 and 3. I also contemplate Se-, 
curing one or both layers 2 and 3 to the rib 2 
by cement. 
In view of the foregoing description, it is ob 

vious that an annular group of Stiffening ribs 2 
is provided at the top of the body portion fo, pre 
venting such top from rolling and retaining the 
same raised. These ribs are preferably relatively 
short, such as about two inches, and do not in 
terfere with the elasticity of the major portion 
of the girdle. 

- In Figures 8 and 9, I have shown a modification 
of the invention. In this form of the invention, 
I provide two long ribs 2 at the front of the gar 
ment, adjacent to its top. These ribs are held 
within pockets 20', corresponding to the pockets 
20, but longer. The ribs 2 may be from four 
to eight inches long. All other parts of the girdle 
remain identical with those shown and described 
in connection with the first form of the invention, 
it being understood that the long ribs 2' are sub 
stituted for the two front short ribs 2, while the 
same ribs 2 f extend for the remainder of the cir 
cumference of the garment. The same upper 
pockets 7 and stitching are employed. 

in Figures 12 and 13 a further modification of 
the invention is shown. In this figure, several 
of the short ribs 2 and the pockets 2 and 7 
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are omitted, and a wide pocket 20A is arranged 
at the front of the garment and at its top. This 75 

4. 
pocket is formed integral with the body portion 
f0, by weaving or knitting, as the case may be. 
The pocket 20A receives a resilient hoop 24. The 
same extension f is provided and is folded over 
to provide the layers 2 and 3, and the other 
layer f is held in the closed position by snap 
fasteners 25, connecting the layer 3 with the 
layer 2. The short ribs 21 and their pocket may 
extend throughout the remainder of the circum 
ference of the garment. 
The hoop 24 will retain the top of the body por 

tion fo at the front of the garment raised. The 
snap fasteners will permit of the removal of the 
hoop for laundering purposes. All other parts of 
the garment are made identical with those shown 
and described in connection with the first form 
of the invention. 

It is to be understood that the forms of my in 
vention herewith shown and described are to be 
taken as preferred examples of the same and that 
various changes in the shape, size, and arrange 
ment of parts may be resorted to without depart 
ing from the Spirit of my invention or the scope 
Of the Subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A girdle comprising an elastic body portion 

provided adjacent to its top spaced upstanding 
pockets formed integral therewith and having 
their upper ends open, ribs held within the pock 
ets and projecting above the open ends of the 
pockets, an extension formed integral with the 
body portion adjacent to the open ends of the 
pockets and adapted to extend upwardly beyond 
the pockets and having a free edge, the extension 
being folded substantially horizontally upon it 
self for providing opposed layers disposed upon 
opposite sides of the ribs and a continuous folded 
edge at the upper ends of the ribs to cover such 
upper ends, the extension being considerably 
thinner than the body portion for providing a 
shoulder, the free end of the extension being ar 
ranged to substantially abut with the shoulder, 
pairs of spaced upstanding lines of Stitching con 
necting the layers adjacent to the pocketS for 
forming pocket sections for receiving the ends of 
the ribs extending beyond the pockets, and gen 
erally horizontal lines of stitching disposed be 
tween the pocket sections and connecting the lay 
ers adjacent to the shoulder and free edge, the 
lower ends of the pocket sections being open at 
one side. 

2. A girdle comprising an elastic body portion 
provided with laterally spaced upstanding main 
pockets formed integral therewith, the upper ends 
of the main pockets being open and such open 
ends being disposed adjacent to the top of the 
body portion, ribs held within the upstanding 
main pockets and being longer than the upstand 
ing main pockets and projecting outwardly above 
the open ends of Such pockets, a horizontally 
elongated elastic extension permanently Secured 
throughout substantially its entire length to the 
top of the elastic body portion and having a 
greater width than the end portions of the ribs 
which project upwardly beyond the pockets, the 
elongated extension being folded longitudinally 
upon itself to provide opposed layers arranged 
upon Opposite sides of the upper end portions of 
the ribs, the folded extension providing a continu 
ous folded edge covering the upper ends of the 
ribs, and stitching connecting, the layers of the 
extension and forming pocket sections arranged 
adjacent to the main pockets of the body portion, 
the pocket sections having their lower ends open 
for receiving the upper, end portions of the ribs 
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and the corresponding sides of the main pockets 
and the pocket sections being elastic. 

3. A girdle, comprising a fabric elastic body 
portion provided with laterally spaced upstanding 
main pockets formed intergral therewith, the 
upper ends of the main pockets being Open and 
such open ends being disposed adjacent to the 
top of the body portion, ribs held within the up 
standing main pockets and being longer than 
such main pockets and projecting upwardly above 
the open ends of Such main pockets, a horizon 
tally elongated fabric elastic extension formed 
at its bottom and throughout the major portion 
of its length integral with the top of the elastic 
body portion and having a greater width than 
the end portions of the ribs which project up 
wardly beyond the pockets, the elongated fabric 
extension being folded longitudinally upon itself 
to provide opposed layers arranged upon opposite 
sides of the upper end portions of the ribs, the 
folded extension providing a continuous folded 
edge covering the upper ends of the ribs, and 
stitching connecting the opposed layers of the ex 
tension adjacent to the edges of the main pockets 
for forming pocket sections in substantial align 
ment with the main pockets, the pocket Sections 
having their lower ends Open for receiving the 
upper end portions of the ribs and corresponding 
sides of the main pockets and pocket Sections be 
ing elastic. 

4. A girdle, comprising a fabric elastic body 
portion provided with laterally spaced upstanding 
main pockets formed integral therewith, the 
upper ends of the main pockets being Open and 
such open ends being disposed adjacent to the 
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top of the body portion, ribs held within the up 
standing main pockets and being longer than 
Such pockets and projecting upwardly above the 
open ends of such pockets, a horizontally elon 
gated fabric elastic extension formed integral 
throughout the major portion of its length with 
the top of the elastic body portion and having a 
greater width than the end portions of the ribs 
which project upwardly beyond the pockets, the 
elongated fabric extension being folded longitu 
dinally upon itself to provide opposed layers ar 
ranged upon Opposite Sides of the upper end por 
tions of the ribs, the folded extension providing 
a continuous folded edge covering the upper ends 
of the ribs, and means securing the opposed lay 
ers together and forming pocket Sections having 
their lower ends open to receive the upper end 
portions. Of the ribs, corresponding sides of the 
main pockets and pocket sections being elastic. 

HENRY M. HERBENER. 
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