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(57) Abstract

A clip arrangement for assisting the correct placement of a duvet within a duvet cover comprises a pair of clip members
(13) interconnected by means of a flexible line (10), the clips (13) being arranged in use for engagement one with each of corners |
of the duvert cover remote from an opening flap thereto such as to additionally engage the corresponding corners of the duvet in- |
serted into the said remote corners of the duvet cover, and the line (10) being capable of being fixedly held between its ends, the |
arrangement being such that the cover may then be manceuvred over the duvet for fitting thereabout, the clips (13) being arranged [
for removal thereafter from the said remote corners of the duvet cover and included duvet.
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CLIP ARRANGEMENTS

This invention relates to clip arrangements and more
particularly to clip arrangements for the fitting of a
duvet cover about a duvet.

A common problem encountered by those persons
remaking bedding materials after washing, for example,
both in hotels, and domestically, is the difficulty of
inserting a duvet into a duvet cover satisfactorily and
easily. The problem arises in ensuring that the corners
of -the duvet intended for insertion within corresponding
_corners of the duvet cover remotely from the entry flap

for the duvet in the cover are properl§ located.
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It is an object of the present invention to overcome
or at least substantially reduce this problem and
difficulty. | |

According to one aspect of the present invention
there is provided a cliprarrangement for assisting the
correct placement of arduvétiwithin,a duvet cover
comprising a pair of clip members interconnected by means
of a flexible line, the cliﬁs being arranged in use for
engagement one with each of the corners of the duvet cover
remote from an opening‘fiép thereto such as to
additibnally engage the correéponding cérners of the duvet
inserted into the said.femote corners of the duvet cover;
and the line being capable of being fixedly held between
its ends, the arrangement beiﬁg sﬁch that the duvet cover
may then be manoeuvrédfover the duvet for fitting
thereabout, the clips being'arranged forrremoval
thereafter from the said remote corners of the duvét cover
and included duvet. |

The line may comprise a cord of tape, for example,
attached to each of the clips and may be arranged in
operational use such as to be held behind a bed or bed
head or tied thereto or to a similar attachment point at
least when the duvet cover is pulled across therduvet to
enclose it.

In accordance with andther aspect of the present
invention there isrprovided a clip for ﬁse inrthe clip

arrangement hereinabove specified comprising a body member



WO 93/21802 PCT/GB93/00842

-3~
-3-and an entrapment member pivotably connected to the

body member, the body member including a recess with which
the entrapment member is arranged to co-operate, in
operation of the clip, in a spaced disposition from the
walls of the recess, and securement means for closing the
¢Iip with the entrapment member located in its co-
operating disposition with the recess.

In order that the invention may be more readily
understood one embodiment thereof will now be described by
way of example with reference to the accompanying drawings
in which:-

- figure 1 is an isometric view of one duvet clip for
use in the arrangement of the invention.in an open
configuration;

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the clip of Figure 1
in a closeé configuration;

Figure 3 is a section on the line III-III of Figuré
2; and

Figure 4 shows schematically two clips and joining
cord.

rReferring to the drawings, it is to be seen that an
elongate duvet clip comprises two injection moulded parts,
a body member 1 and an entrapment member 2, which may be
about 110mm long, hinged at one end by means of a pin 3
and locked together in their closed position by means of a
catch 4.

The body member 2 of the clip is provided with a

recess 5 along its length defined by upstanding side walls
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6, dimensioned such that a lower blade 7 of the entrapment

member 2 co-operates with the two sides 5 in the
entrapment member 2 in order to force any fabric placed
between the two parts to be so deformed into the recess 5
;pat removal can only be facilitated by opening'the clip.
The walls of the body member 1 and the blade 7 are so
shaped and finished that no damage td a fabric item held
by the clip can result therefrom. |

The entrapment member>2 is Shaped as to provide a lug
8 through which there'is a bore 9 of such dimension as to
enable a piece of cord or tape 10 to be passed through.

The c;tgh.end of the clip is designed to enablerone
handed operation of right or left handed peerns and to
facilitate ease of use by a disabled or perhapé arthritic
hand. Thus there is arcontinuation 11 of the catch 4 for
some distance beyond the catch shoulder 12 with an
ergonomically designed ;hape for ease of manipulation
whilst on the body member there are two small lugs 15 (one
on each sidej adjacent to the catch end tb enable reléase
of the catch with a twist of the thumb and fdrefinger. As
can be seen in Figure 4 two cli§5713 are joined by means
- of the cord or tape 10 passing through the holes 9 in the
placement mémbers 2 of both clips in such a way that,fhe
clips can be positioned one on one side of the head of a
bed and one on the other side. Different sizes of bed can
be catered for by lengthening o; shortening Lhe cord/tape

by means of knots 14 or alternatively by a spring loaded

I
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plastic closure member or a buckle (neither shown) for
example.

In operation the corner of a duvet is placed into its
corresponding corner of a duvet cover and the duvet clip
Lgcated diagonally across the outside corner of both duvet
and cover, and then closing the clip so that both duvet
and cover are trapped in the clip. By repeating this
operation on both sides of the bed head it will be
perceived that both corners of the duvet and cdver will be
held together. Now by passing the cord or tape behind the
end oﬁ the bed or bed head or by tying the cord to the bed
head both él?ps will be retained at the head of the bed.
With corners of both duvet and cover so held it is a
simple matter to manoeuvre or tease the cover over the
duvet.

By means of the invention a single person, small or
large, weak or strong, able or disabled, is enabled with
comparative ease to place a cover on a duvet. Having
completed this operation it is then a simple matter to
release both catches and move to another bed with the
clips and cord. Alternatively the clips can easily be
left at the bed head and tucked behind or under the
mattress (for example) for subsequent repeated use.

It is to be understood that the foregoing is merely
exemplary of duvet clips in accordance with the invention
and that modifications can readily be made thereto without -

departing from the true scope of the invention.
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CLAIMS

1. A clip arrangement for assisting the correct
plaéemént of a duvet within a duvet cover comprising a
pair of clip members interconnected by means éf a flexible
line, the clips beingrarranged'in use forrengagement one
with each of the corners ofrfhe duvet cover remote from an
opening flap thereto'such as to additionally engage the
corresponding corners of the duvet inserted into the said
remoﬁe corners of the duvet cover, and the line being
‘capable of ‘being fixedly held between its ends, the
arrangemenf being such that the du#et cover may then be
manoeuvred over the duyet for fitting thereabéut, the
clips being arranged for removal thereafter from the said

‘remote corners of the duvet cover and included duvet.

2. A clip arfangemént as claimed in claim 1 wherein the
clip comprises a body member and an ent;apment member
pivotably connected to the body member and being movable
betwgen an open and a closed position, the body membér
including a recess, the entrapment ﬁember, when in the
closed position, co-operating with the recess but being
spaced from;thé wallsiof the recess, whereby the corners
of the duvet co?ér and the duvet are_capable of being held
in use by the entrapment member within the recess without
damage thereto with the élip in,itsrclosed position, the

clip including securement means to hold the entrapment

)

“~



WO 93/21802 PCT/GB93/00842

-7~

member in its closed position.

3. A clip arrangement as claimed in claim 2 wherein the
clip is of an elongate nature, the body member having said
Fécess extending along one side thereof, the entrapment
member being pivotably connected to or adjacent one end of
the Eody member and, in its closed position, extending
along the body member overlying said recess from its
pivotal connection to a securement at or adjacent to other

end of the body.

4. A clip 3rrangement as claimed in claim 2 or 3 wherein
the securement means comprises a one-hand closable catch

arrangement.

5. A clip arrangement as claimed in any 6ne of the
preceding claims wherein the flexible line comprises a
co;d or tape attached to each of the clips and arranged
such that in operation or use it is capable of being held

in position by or secured to attachment means.

6. A clip for use in the clip arrangement of claim 1
comprising a body member and an entrapment member
pivotably connected to the body member, the body member
inciuding a recess with which the entrapment member is
arranged to co-operate, in operation of the clip, in a

spaced disposition from the walls of the recess, and
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securement means for closing the clip with the entrapment
member located in its co-operating disposition with the

recess.
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