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COSMETIC HARPIECE 

0001. The present invention relates to a cosmetic hairpiece 
for positioning on a wearer's head. 
0002 There are occasions when it is desirable for a per 
son’s existing hair to be enhanced for cosmetic reasons. Hair 
may be shorter orthinner than desired. In such cases cosmetic 
hair extensions may be attached to existing hairs. However, 
this can create further problems such as hair being pulled out 
or adverse scalp reactions. It is also an expensive and time 
consuming process best carried out by a professional hair 
dresser. 

0003) A preferable alternative is to use a cosmetic hair 
piece which can be self-attached to create longer or thicker 
hair, or to add hair of a contrasting colour to existing hair. 
0004. It is known to attach a cosmetic hairpiece to an 
existing ponytail, pigtail or other hair feature to thicken, 
lengthen or otherwise alter the appearance of the wearer's 
hair. In one example, there is provided a conventional elasti 
cated hair bobble to which strands of cosmetic hair are 
attached. The hair bobble can be used to encircle an existing 
ponytail or plait, in order to temporarily secure the hairpiece 
on the wearer's head. 

0005. There are drawbacks to such an arrangement. For 
example, there is only one way in which a hair bobble can be 
attached to a wearer's head, i.e. by being wrapped one or more 
times about an existing hair feature. Hence, there is a lack a 
flexibility in attachment of the hairpiece. Moreover, the pro 
cess of drawing the cosmetic hair through the bobble, may 
cause said hair to become entangled with the bobble, which is 
undesired. 

0006. There is a requirement for an improved cosmetic 
hairpiece for use in conjunction with a ponytail or other hair 
feature. 

0007 According to the present invention there is provided 
a cosmetic hairpiece configured to be worn on a wearer's head 
in conjunction with a hair feature Such as a ponytail, pigtail or 
like hair feature. The hairpiece comprises strands of hair and 
an attachment portion for releasably securing the hairpiece on 
a wearer's head. The strands of hair depend from an elongate 
section to be positioned around a ponytail, pigtail or like hair 
feature, and the attachment portion is configured for securing 
the elongate section relative to said ponytail, pigtail or like 
hair feature. 

0008. The attachment portion may be configured to be 
wrapped around a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature, and/or 
may comprise a flexible elongate member having at least one 
free end. The elongate member may be of extendable length, 
and may be elastic. The elongate member may be movable 
relative to said elongate section. 
0009. The elongate section may define a recess or channel, 
and the attachment portion may comprise a flexible elongate 
member located within the recess or channel. The elongate 
member may be movable within the recess or channel, and/or 
may be movable relative to the recess or channel. The elon 
gate member may be elastic. The elongate member may 
include a free end extending from said elongate section. 
0010. The attachment portion may have at least one attach 
ment element for securing the hairpiece on a wearer's head. 
The attachment element may be a hook. The attachment por 
tion may include first and second attachment elements con 
figured to engage one another for securing the hairpiece on a 
wearer's head. 
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0011. There is further provided a method of releasably 
securing a cosmetic hairpiece to a ponytail, pigtail or like 
feature on a wearer's head, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

0012 a) providing a hairpiece comprising strands of 
hair and an attachment portion for releasably securing 
the hairpiece on a wearer's head, wherein the wefts of 
hair depend from an elongate section configured to be 
positioned around a hair feature Such as a ponytail, pig 
tail or like hair feature; 

0013 b) positioning the elongate section around a hair 
feature Such as a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature; and 

0.014 c) securing the hairpiece adjacent or to said hair 
feature using the attachment portion. 

0015 There is yet further provided a cosmetic hairpiece 
configured to be worn on a wearer's head in conjunction with 
a hair feature Such as a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature, the 
hairpiece comprising strands of hair which depend from an 
elongate section to be positioned around a ponytail, pigtail or 
like hair feature, the hairpiece further comprising an elastic 
attachment portion having free ends which extend relative to 
the elongate section, wherein the elastic attachment portion is 
configured to be stretched and wrapped around the base of the 
hair feature and the free ends secured to one another or to the 
elongate section, for securing the elongate section relative to 
said hair feature. 
0016. The attachment portion may comprise a flexible 
elongate member having at least one free end. The elongate 
member may be of extendable length, and may be elastic The 
elongate member may be movable relative to said elongate 
section. 
0017. The elongate section may define a recess or channel, 
and the attachment portion may comprise a flexible elongate 
member located within the recess or channel. The elongate 
member may be movable within the recess or channel, and/or 
may be movable relative to the recess or channel. The elon 
gate member may be elastic. The elongate member may 
include a free end extending from said elongate section. 
0018. The attachment portion may have at least one attach 
ment element for securing the hairpiece on a wearer's head. 
The attachment element may be a hook. The attachment por 
tion may include first and second attachment elements con 
figured to engage one another for securing the hairpiece on a 
wearer's head. 
0019. There is also provided a cosmetic hairpiece config 
ured to be worn on a wearer's head in conjunction with a hair 
feature such as a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature, the 
hairpiece comprising strands of hair which depend from an 
elongate section to be positioned around a ponytail, pigtail or 
like hair feature, wherein an attachment portion extends rela 
tive to said elongate section and includes a free end having an 
attachment element for releasable attachment to another part 
of the hairpiece or to the hair feature, for securing the hair 
piece relative to the hair feature. 
0020. The attachment portion may be configured to be 
wrapped around a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature, and/or 
may comprise a flexible elongate member having at least one 
free end. The elongate member may be of extendable length, 
and may be elastic. The elongate member may be movable 
relative to said elongate section. 
0021. The elongate section may define a recess or channel, 
and the attachment portion may comprise a flexible elongate 
member located within the recess or channel. The elongate 
member may be movable within the recess or channel, and/or 
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may be movable relative to the recess or channel. The elon 
gate member may be elastic. The elongate member may 
include a free end extending from said elongate section. 
0022. The attachment portion may have at least one attach 
ment element for securing the hairpiece on a wearer's head. 
The attachment element may be a hook. The attachment por 
tion may include first and second attachment elements con 
figured to engage one another for securing the hairpiece on a 
wearer's head. 
0023. Other aspects and preferred features of the invention 
will be readily apparent from the claims and following 
description of preferred embodiments made, by way of 
example only, with reference to the following drawings, in 
which: 
0024 FIG. 1 shows a front view of a hairpiece according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0025 FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional view through line 
A-A of FIG. 1; and 
0026 FIG. 3 shows a side view of the embodiment of 
FIGS. 1 and 2 arranged for attachment to a wearer's head. 
0027. With reference to FIG. 1, a cosmetic hairpiece is 
indicated generally at 10. The hairpiece 10 has a plurality of 
Strands of hair 12 which depend from an elongate section 14. 
As will be described in more detail below, the elongate sec 
tion 14 is flexible and is intended to be positioned around at 
least part of a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature. 
0028. In the illustrated embodiment, the elongate section 
14 has upper and lower edges 16, 18 and alongitudinal axis B. 
As can be seen in FIG. 2, the elongate section 14 is formed 
from two elongate strips 20, 22 of material. The strands of hair 
depend from either side of the elongate section 14, and may be 
secure relative to the elongate section by sewing the upper 
ends of said hair strands to the strips 20, 22, for example. 
0029. The two strips 20, 22 are joined together along their 
upper and lower edges 16, 18 to form two seams 24. This may 
be achieved by any Suitable means, such as sewing, Stitching 
or gluing, for example. 
0030. In other examples (not illustrated), the strips of 
material 20, 22 may be omitted. 
0031. For example, an alternative embodiment comprises 
multiple wefts of hair which are secured together (e.g. by a 
sewing, Stitching or gluing) in Such a manner as to define an 
elongate section intended to be positioned around a hair fea 
ture. Each weft will typically consist of multiple strands of 
hair which are secured together at one end, to define a proxi 
mal portion which is intended to be positioned adjacent the 
wearer's head. The wefts may be secured together (e.g. by 
sewing, Stitching or gluing) to form an elongate section 14 
defined by the conjoined proximal portions of the wefts. 
0032. In a further alternative, multiple strands of hair hav 
ing first and second ends are themselves secured relative to 
one another (e.g. by a sewing, Stitching or gluing the first ends 
of the strands of hair relative to one another) to form an 
elongate section 14 defined by the conjoined first ends of the 
Strands of hair. 

0033. In each of the above-mentioned embodiments (in 
cluding FIG. 2), the hairpiece consists of multiple strands or 
wefts of hair which are free to move relative to one another at 
one end, but which are secured relative to one another at the 
other end in a manner which defines or forms part of an 
elongate section (i.e. not a continuous loop) extending in a 
direction Substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 
of the strands hair. 
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0034. In exemplary embodiments, the elongate section 14 
defines a recess or channel for receiving a flexible attachment 
portion, e.g. in the form of an elongate elastic element, for use 
in holding the elongate section 14 on the wearer's head. In 
exemplary embodiments, the attachment portion projects 
from the ends of the recess or channel and is able to move 
along the recess or channel. 
0035. In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 2, a channel is 
indicated at 26 and is delimited by the two strips 20, 22 and 
the seams 24. The channel 26 is open at the longitudinal ends 
28. A flexible attachment portion 30 extends within the chan 
nel 26 and has opposing distal ends 32 which project from 
either end 28 of the section 14. As will be described in more 
detail below, the attachment portion 30 is used for holding the 
elongate section 14 on the wearer's head. 
0036. In this embodiment, the attachment portion 30 is in 
the form of an elastic bungee 30. Hence, the length of the can 
be extended (stretched) from a relaxed State, e.g. by pulling on 
one or both of the distal ends 32. 
0037. The bungee 30 is constrained in directions substan 

tially perpendicular to the axis B, e.g. by the seams 24. How 
ever, the bungee 30 is arranged for movement within the 
channel 26, e.g. 
0038 relative to the elongate section 14 in either direction 
generally parallel to the axis B. Moreover, the bungee 30 can 
be stretched in either direction, if necessary (e.g. So that one 
or both of the ends 32 project further beyond the ends 28 of the 
section 14 than when the bungee 30 is in a relaxed state). 
0039. In those embodiments which omit the material strip 
20, 22, the elongate section 14 may also be configured to 
define a channel or recess for the attachment portion 30. For 
example, the elongate section 14 may consist of two strips of 
secured hair strands or wefts, wherein the two strips are 
joined together (e.g. by an upper and lower seam) in order to 
define a channel or recess between said strips. 
0040. Each end 32 of the attachment portion 30 has an 
attachment element 34, which can be used for securing the 
hairpiece 10 in place. In the illustrated embodiment, attach 
ment elements 34 take the form of hooks, which can be 
interlocked with one another, or which can be used to lock 
into the strip 14 or the user's hair etc. The hooks 34 act as 
stops to prevent the bungee 30 from being pulled too far 
through the channel 26 in the section 14. In the illustrated 
embodiment, each hook 34 has a hollow domed base 36 
which is crimped on to the bungee 30. 
0041. The hair strands 12 (or wefts) may consist of any 
Suitable form of replacement hair (e.g. real or synthetic 
strands of hair). The hooks 34 may be of any suitable material, 
e.g. metal or plastics material. 
0042. The attachment portion 30 may be of any suitable 
flexible material. In exemplary embodiments, the attachment 
portion 30 is elastic, e.g. an elastic bungee, cord or string, or 
a flat strip of elastic material Such as an elastic braid. 
0043. An exemplary method of attachment of the hair 
piece 10 will now be described with reference to FIG. 3, 
which shows the hairpiece 10 arranged as it could be when 
WO. 

0044) The hairpiece 10 is configured to be worn over a 
wearer’s existing hair feature Such as a ponytail, pigtail or the 
like (not shown). When fitting the hairpiece 10, the strip 14 is 
held at the base of the existing hair feature, i.e. close to the 
wearer's head. One or both ends 32 of the attachment portion 
30 are wrapped around the existing hair feature. The attach 
ment portion 30, if elastic, may be stretched to allow one or 
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more ends 32 to encircle the existing hair feature, and to 
retract to ensure that the hairpiece 10 is tightly secured on the 
wearer's head. The hooks 34 can be hooked onto the strip 14 
or to one another, or to another part of the hairpiece 10 (or the 
users hair or a hair tie constraining the existing hair feature), 
in order to releasably secure the hairpiece 10 in place on the 
wearer's head. 
0045. Once fitted, the hairpiece 10 creates the effect of a 
natural ponytail, either covering existing hair and extending 
past it to increase length, or blending with existing hair to 
increase thickness. The elongate section 14 can be discreetly 
and easily concealed, e.g. by a ribbon, hair clip, hair bobble or 
the like, or by having an outer surface intended to resemble a 
ribbon or hair bobble or the like. The hair strands 12 can be 
plaited, either with one another or in with existing hair. The 
hairpiece 10 may be the same colour as the wearer’s existing 
hair to create a natural effect, or may be a contrasting colour 
for a more noticeable effect. 
0046. The hairpiece 10 provides greater flexibility of 
attachment than is found in known hairpieces. The use of an 
elastic attachment portion 30 is particularly advantageous, 
since it enables the attachment portion to be stretched and 
wrapped around an existing hair feature as many times as is 
required, with the ends 32 secured in a range of positions. The 
hairpiece can be fitted without tangling of the wefts of hair, as 
there is no requirement for the hair to be passed through a 
loop. Embodiments, in which the attachment portion 30 is 
movable within the elongate section 14 provides additional 
versatility. 
0047. In other embodiments (not shown) a shorter attach 
ment portion 30, most preferably a bungee or other elastic 
element, is attached to each end of the elongate section 14 
(rather than running through a channel 26), with each end 
including a suitable attachment element. Alternatively, a 
single attachment portion 30 (most preferably a bungee or 
other elastic element) may be attached to one end of the 
elongate section 14, with a suitable attachment element at the 
distal end of the attachment portion 30, for securing engage 
ment with another part of the hairpiece etc. In such embodi 
ments, or in any other embodiments, the elongate section 14 
may include one or more attachment elements (e.g. a plurality 
of apertures, eyes or hooks), onto which a distal end of the 
attachment portion 30 may be secured (e.g. via a hook 34 
provided at the end of the attachment portion 30). 
0048 Hooks or other positive securing elements may be 
provided on the elongate section 14, to provide additional 
means for securing the hairpiece to the wearer's hair, e.g. for 
hooking into the hair feature and temporarily holding the 
elongate section adjacent the hair feature during positioning 
of the attachment portion. 
0049. In further alternative embodiments, the ends 32 of 
the attachment portion 30 may be knotted together or other 
wise connected without the use of attachment elements 34. 

1. A cosmetic hairpiece configured to be worn on a wear 
er's head in conjunction with a hair feature Such as a ponytail, 
pigtail or like hair feature, the hairpiece comprising: 

an elongate section to be positioned around a ponytail, 
pigtail or like hair feature; 

strands of hair depending from said elongate section; and 
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an attachment portion configured for securing the elongate 
section relative to said ponytail, pigtail or like hair fea 
ture, 

wherein the attachment portion comprises a flexible elon 
gate elastic member having two free ends, each free end 
comprising an attachment element, for securing the hair 
piece on a wearer's head once the elastic member has 
been wrapped around a ponytail, pigtail or like hair 
feature, wherein the elastic attachment portion is con 
figured to be stretched and wrapped around the base of 
the hair feature, so the free ends can be secured to the 
elongate section using the attachment elements, for 
securing the elongate section relative to said hair feature. 

2. (canceled) 
3. (canceled) 
4. (canceled) 
5. (canceled) 
6. A hairpiece according to claim 1 wherein the elongate 

member is movable relative to said elongate section. 
7. A hairpiece according to claim 1 wherein the elongate 

section defines a recess or channel, and wherein the attach 
ment portion comprises a flexible elongate member located 
within the recess or channel. 

8. A hairpiece according to claim 7 wherein the elongate 
member is movable within or relative to the recess orchannel. 

9. (canceled) 
10. (canceled) 
11. A hairpiece according to claim 1 wherein the attach 

ment portion has at least one attachment element for securing 
the hairpiece on a wearer's head, e.g. a hook. 

12. (canceled) 
13. A method of releasably securing a cosmetic hairpiece to 

a ponytail, pigtail or like feature on a wearer's head, the 
method comprising the steps of 

a) providing a hairpiece comprising strands of hair and an 
attachment portion for releasably securing the hairpiece 
on a wearer's head, wherein the wefts of hair depend 
from an elongate section configured to be positioned 
around a hair feature Such as a ponytail, pigtail or like 
hair feature; 
b) positioning the elongate section around a hair feature 

Such as a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature; and 
c) securing the hairpiece adjacent or to said hair feature 

using the attachment portion. 
14. (canceled) 
15. A cosmetic hairpiece configured to be worn on a wear 

er's head in conjunction with a hair feature such as a ponytail, 
pigtail or like hair feature, the hairpiece comprising strands of 
hair which depend from an elongate section to be positioned 
around a ponytail, pigtail or like hair feature, wherein an 
attachment portion extends relative to said elongate section 
and includes a free end having an attachment element for 
releasable attachment to another part of the hairpiece or to the 
hair feature, for securing the hairpiece relative to the hair 
feature. 


