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UNITED STATES 
1,663,297 

PATENT OFFICE. 
OSCAR. A. FRUEHAUF, oF DETROIT, MICBIGAN. 

COBES-DRYING RACK. 

Application filed February 11, 1927. Serial No. 167,416. 

This invention relates to clothes drying 
racks and particularly relates to clothes dry 
ing racks for household use. 

It is one object of the invention to pro 
vide a rack carrying a number of clothes 
lines and adapted to support said lines from 
the ceiling of a basement or other room, said 
rack being adjustable to raise or lower said 
lines. 
Another object is to provide a simple and 

convenient mechanism for adjusting the rack 
and for holding it in its raised position. 
A further object is to provide a rack com 

prising a pair of spaced metal frames and 
lines extended between said frames and to 
form said frames with struck-out projections 
for engagement by the lines. 
These and various other objects the inven 

tion attains by the construction hereinafter 
described and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing, wherein 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a clothes dry 
ing rack embodying the improved construc 
tion. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the same. Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view 
of one of the frame bars to which the clothes 
lines are attached showing the formation of 
struck-out hooks upon said bar for engage 
ment by the lines. 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of a 
drum forming an element of the mechanism 
for raising and lowering the rack. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in eleva 

tion of the joint between a hanger and a 
cross bar of one of the swinging frames car 
rying the lines. - 

Figure 6 is a view in elevation of the rack 
adjusting means partly in section on line. 
6-6 of Figure 2. 
In these views the reference character 1 

designates a suitable number of spaced 
clothes lines extending between a pair of 
Swinging supporting frames each comprising 
a cross bar 2 and a pair of hangers 3 to the 
lower ends of which the bar 2 is secured. 
Preferably the bar 2 and hangers 3 are 
formed of angle iron, and are connected rig 
idly by bolts 3 or the like. . 
The upper ends of the hangers 3 are piv 

oted by bolts 4 upon angle iron supports 5 
which span adjacent ceiling joists of the 
basement or other room in which the rack 
is mounted. 
When clothes are being placed upon or re 

moved from the lines 1, the frames 2, 3, 

preferably hang vertically as shown in full 
lines in Figure 2. While the clothes are dry 
ing and also when the rack is not in use it is 
preferable to pivotally adjust the rack to 
the raised position indicated in dash lines in 
Figure 2. As a preferred means for adjust 
ing the rack between the two described posi 
tions, a rope 7 or the like, has its extremities 
attached to the respective bars 2 preferably 
by suitable yokes 8. From one of said yokes 
Said rope extends to a pulley 9 mounted up 
on one of the joists 6, extending down from 
Said pulley to wind upon a drum 10. Said 
drum preferably consists of a rectangular 
block having oppositely projecting trunnions 
11 journaled in a suitable bracket 12 at 
tached to a post 13 or to a wall of the base 
ment (or other room). A suitable crank 14 
is mounted fast upon one of said trunnions 
for manually actuating the drum. After 
making one or two turns around the drum 
10, the rope 7 is carried up and over another 
pulley 15 on one of the joists whence it is ex 
tended lengthwise of the rack to pass over 
another pulley 16 and downwardly into en 
gagement with the other yoke 8. 
Thus it is apparent that by actuation of 

the drum 10 a pull may selectively be ex 
erted upon either end of the cord 7 whereby 
the rack may be raised or lowered as desired. 
Any suitable means may be employed to 

maintain the raised position of the rack 
against its gravitational tendency to swing 
down. In the disclosed embodiment of the 
device a pin 17 is mounted in one of the 
bearings of the bracket 12 for alternative 
engagement with a 
ametral openings 17 formed in the corre 
sponding trunnion 11. 
To simplify the attachment of the lines 

to the bars 2 it is preferable to strike out 
from each of said bars a row of tongues 
18 which are hooked, as best seen in Figure 
3, for engagement by the said lines. 
The described rack permits a maximum 

length of clothes line to be extended in a 
minimum space in a basement or other room 
and permits said line to be raised completely 
out of the way when not in use. Also when 
the lines are in use, the described provision 
for raising the same permits the clothes upon 
said lines to offer a minimum interference 
with persons passing beneath the rack. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a clothes drying rack, the combina 

tion with a pair of swinging frames, each 

pair of transverse di 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

OS 

0. 



20 

it. 

comprising a pair of normally vertically 
disposed hangers pivoted at their upper ends 
and a cross bar carried by the lower ends of 
said paired hangers of a plurality of clothes 
lines extending between said cross bars, an 
elongated flexible member connecting said 
cross bars having its end portions respec 
tively extending oppositely from said cross 
bars in a substantially transverse relation 
to said bars, means engaging the intermedi 
ate portion of said flexible member adapted 
to exert a pull upon either of said end por 
tions whereby said frames may be swung up 
wardly toward either of said end politions, 
and means associated with the last named 
means for holding said frames and clothes 
lines in an upwardly swung position. 

2. In a clothes drying rack, the combina 
tion with a pair of parallel substantially 
horizontal bars, of a plurality of clothes 
lines extending between said bal's, a pair of 
members supporting each of said bal's for 
swinging movement about an axis parallel 
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to said bars, an elongated flexible member 
connecting said bars having its end portions 
respectively extending oppositely from Said 
bars in a substantially transverse relation 
to said bai's, and having an intermediate 
portion extending transversely to and above 
said bars, and guide members engaging said 
flexible member at the junctures of its in 
termediate portion and said end portions, 
said flexible member having a portion down 
Wardly extending from one of said junctures, 
means engaging said downwardly extending 
portion adapted to exert a pull upon either 
of said end portions of the fiexible member 
whereby said frames may be swung up 
wardly toward either of said end portions, 
and means associated with the last named 
frames for holding the frames and clothes 
lines in an upwardly swung position. 

in testimony whereof I sign this speci 
fication. 

OSCAR A. FRUEHAUF. 
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