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Serial No. 559,554. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that we, HARRY EMILE BLEV 

INs and LAFAYETTE BRAZILLE, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Cove, in the 
county of Union and State of Oregon, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Ribbon-Cabinets, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

ribbon cabinets, and more particularly to a 
casing of this character which will display 
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the goods contained therein and which will 
indicate at the same time not only the 
amount of the goods removed, but also the 
price of that particular piece of goods re 
moved in making a sale. 

It is the object of this invention to pro 
vide a casing of this character which is 
normally closed for protecting the goods 
contained therein from dust and when the 
cabinet is opened to remove a particular 
piece of goods, the opening of the cabinet 
will automatically bring the particular 
goods within reach of the salesman and at 
the same time place in operation the indicat 
ing device. 
The advantages of this cabinet are obvi 

ous. A large number of bolts of ribbon may 
be contained therein and successively dis 
played to the prospective purchaser. It is 
not necessary to remove the bolts of ribbons 
from the cabinet when making a sale, and as 
the length of ribbon at the price for that 
particular length and grade of ribbon is 
immediately indicated upon its removal, a 
great saving in the time of the salesman is 
accomplished. As the main openings for the 
removing or replacing of the bolts may be 
locked no ribbon can be removed from the 
casing without operating the indicating de 
WCe. 
While this invention is illustrated in the 

preferred form, yet it is to be understood 
that minor detail changes may be made with 
out departing from the scope thereof. 

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of 
the casing. Fig. 2 is a transverse longitudi 
nal section taken through Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
an enlarged detail view of the operating 
mechanism. Fig. 4 is a view in side eleva 
tion of the casing. Fig. 5 is a view in per 
spective of a modification. The casing 1 is preferably rectangular in 
form and contains therein a rotating belt 2 
extending across the entire width of the cas 

ing. The belt passes over two sets of guide 
wheels rotatably mounted in pairs upon the 
side of the casing having the pairs 3 and 4 
of the upper set in proximity to the top of 
the casing, and the lower set in proximity 
to the bottom of the casing. The upper set 
of wheels are spaced apart so that the belt 
Will pass in proximity to the front and back 
of the casing. The lower rear pair of wheels 
5 are placed in a position correspondin 
With the position of the upper rear pair o 
wheels. The other pair of lower guide 
wheels 6 are in line with the rear pair of 
guide wheels and in proximity thereto. A 
fifth pair of guide wheels 7 are placed in 
proximity to the front of the casing and a 
considerable distance above the bottom 
thereto, so that the belt in passing over these 
guide wheels will be parallel to the front 
and back of the casing, but it will approach 
the front of the casing from the bottom at 
an angle thereby allowing space between the 
lower front part of the belt and the front 
of the casing for the operating mechanism. 
The belt 2 is rotated over the guide wheels 

by providing preferably the forward pair 
3 of the upper set of guide wheels with 
sprocket teeth 8 adapted to engage in perfo 
rations in the edges of the belt which pass 
thereover. If desired the wheels of this 
pair may be mounted upon a shaft 9 which 
extends beyond the side of the casing and 
this shaft provided with a handle, or as is 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 4, with a sprocket 
wheel 10 engaging a chain 11 passing over a 
sprocket wheel 12 carried upon a rotatable 
shaft 13 extending from the side of the cas 
ing at a point near the center thereof, which 
shaft is provided with an operating han 
dle 14. 
The rotatable belt 2 is provided with a 

series of pockets 15 for receiving bolts of 
ribbon 16, and each pocket extends hori 
zontally across the whole width of the belt 
2, and the various pockets are parallel to 
each other and are arranged one above an 
other. Each pocket is provided so as to 
hold several bolts in alinement with one an 
other and such bolts may be of uniform 
lengths or of varying lengths. It is desired 
that each bolt shall be of the same length as 
and parallel to all of the bolts arranged 
vertically above or below it, thus making a 
vertical row of bolts of uniform length, 
while the other vertical rows of bolts may 
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be each made up of bolts of uniform lengths, gagement with the main friction roller by 
but differing in length from the bolts of any 
other vertical row of bolts. 
The front and back of the casing are pro 

vided with glass panels for the inspection 
of the ribbon carried upon the belt. It is 
preferable to provide one of these glass 
panels in the form of a hinged door pro 
vided with a lock which may be opened for 
the insertion or removal of the bolts. The 
glass panel 17 in the front of the casing 
terminates slightly above the forward guide 
rollers 7 for the belt. The casing below the glass panel is provided with an opening 
normally closed by a plurality of doors 18 
corresponding in width to the length of the 
bolts comprising each parallal vertical roW. 
The doors are hinged at the bottom to the 
casing and are provided at the top with 
Snap catches 19 adapted to engage corre 
sponding members 20 secured upon the front 
of the casing. Across the entire front of 
the casing slightly below the center of and 
in proximity to the opening and doors 18 
is a main friction roller 21 rotatably mount 
ed in bearings in the opposite side of the 
casing. This friction roller 21 is connected 
at one end by a chain or belt 22 to an indi 
cator operating shaft at the top of the cas 
ing to operate the indicator arm 23 passing 
over the linear and price Scale 24 placed 
at the top and front of the casing and visi 
ble through a glass panel 25 extending across 
the casing above the main glass panel 1. 
This scale 24 and indicating device is simi 
lar to the one disclosed in our prior appli 
cation Serial No. 519,551, and the indicator 
arm is operated by the main friction roller 
in the same manner as disclosed in the Said 
application. 
As the belt 2 passes above the interior of 

the casing in proximity to the walls thereof 
a considerable amount of space is formed 
within the belt, and this space is utilized 
for the storing of extra material a series of 
drawers 26 provided therein and opening 
upon One or both sides of the casing. 

Below the center of each of the doors 18 
an arm 27 is pivoted to the front wall 
carrying at the free end a secondary friction 
roller 28 adapted in the uppermost position 
to engage. the under side of the main fric 
tion roller 21. An operating rod 29 for 
each pivoted secondary roller lever arm 27 
is Secured to the bottom of the correspond 
ing door, passes through a slot in the oper 
ating lever arm and is provided with a 
coiled spring 30 between the lever arm and 
the end of the rod, so that when the door is 
closed the weight of the secondary roller 
will cause the lever arm to assume the lower 
most position and when the door is opened, 
the operating rod corresponding therewith 

the coil spring. 
The bolts of ribbon 16 are retained in the 

pockets by a flat strip 31 extending across 
the front of the pocket carried by arms 
pivoted to the upper walls of the pockets 
and retained in contact with the outer sur 
face of the bolt by a spring. When desired 
the horizontal pockets 15 may extend un 
obstructed the entire width of belt 2 with 
out the partitions to separate the bolts of 
ribbon of different lengths, and the different 
length bolts may be arranged in vertical 
rows in the manner shown in Fig. 5. In 
this case the spring strip 31 is secured in 
the same manner to the top of the pocket, 
but is provided with inturned angular ex 
tensions. The length of the strips 31 be 
ing a little greater than the length of the 
desired bolt 16, so that the bolts may be 
retained and separated from the adjacent 
bolts in the same pockets by the inturned 
extremities. The central middle portion of 
the face of the strips 31' may be provided 
with struck up portions to engage and se 
cure a price card. The ends of the ribbon 
will pass over the inner side of the main 
friction roller 21 as the pocket carrying belt 
is rotated, and when the desired ribbon is 
presented at the front of the casing its end 
will contact with the inner surface of the 
main friction roller. The door is opened 
at the bottom of the casing corresponding 
with the pocket containing the desired rib 
bon. The opening of the door will cause 
the secondary friction roller to engage the 
inner side of the end of ribbon against the 
main friction roller, and at the same time 
advance the end of this ribbon to within 
reach of the salesman. As the salesman 
pulls this ribbon out from the casing it will 
pass between the two friction rollers, and as 
the Secondary friction roller is held in en 
gagement with the main friction roller, 
the main friction roller will be rotated and 
thereby operate the indicating mechanism. 
When the indicator pointer indicates upon 
the linear scale the length of ribbon de 
sired, the ribbon is severed from the bolt, 
and the Salesman will be informed of the 
exact price of this length of ribbon by in 
specting the amount indicated by the arm 
or pointer in the horizontal column cor 
responding to the price per yard of this 
particular ribbon. After the ribbon has 
been severed from the bolt, the door is 
closed and the secondary friction roller will 
drop down into its lowermost position and 
thereby allow the pocket carrying belt to 
be revolved as desired. 
What we claim is:- 
1. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing casing 

provided with a material removing open 
Will raise the Secondary roller to the upper-ing, means connected with the casing for 
most position and retain it in frictional en successively presenting bolts of material one 
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after another before the opening, a door means connecting the secondary roller with 
normally closing the opening, means for in 
dicating the amount of material removed 
through the opening and means actuated 
by the opening of the door to bring the end 
of the material to be removed in contact with 
the indicating means so as to operate said 
indicating means upon the removal of said 
material. 

2. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing casing 
provided with a material removing opening, 
means connected with the casing for suc 
cessively presenting horizontal rows of bolts 
of material arranged in vertical rows to the 
opening, a plurality of doors corresponding 
to the vertical rows of material and nor 
mally closing the opening, means for in 
dicating the amount of material removed 
through the opening, and means actuated by 
the opening of a door to engage an end in 
the corresponding vertical row of the mate 
rial with the indicating means so as to oper 
ate said means upon the removal of said 
material. 

3. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing casing, 
a member mounted to rotate within the cas 
ing provided with a plurality of receptacles 
one above the other for receiving bolts of 
material, a roller extending across the front 
of the casing, a material removing opening 
provided in the casing in proximity to the 
roller, a door normally closing the opening, 
means for frictionally engaging an end of 
the material with the roller actuated by the 
opening of the door, and means operated by 
the material passing over the roller for in 
dicating the amount of material removed. 

4. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing cas 
ing, a member mounted to rotate within the 
casing provided with a plurality of parallel, 
horizontal material receiving pockets each 
having dividing means for arranging bolts 
of material of the same length in vertical 
rows with the corresponding bolts in the 
other pockets, a material removing opening 
provided in the casing, a roller extending 
across the casing between the opening and 
the rotating member, a plurality of doors 
corresponding to the vertical rows of bolts 
normally closing the opening, means ac 
tuated by the opening of a door to friction 
ally engage an end of material in the corre 
sponding vertical row with the roller and 
means operated by the material passing over 
the roller to indicate the amount of material 
removed. 

5. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing casing, 
a continuous member mounted to pass about 
the interior of the casing provided with a 
plurality of material receiving pockets al 
ranged in a row, the casing provided with a 
material removing opening, a main roller ex 
tending across the casing between the open 
ing and continuous member, a door normally 
closing the opening, a secondary roller, 

the door and actuated by the opening of the 
door to frictionally engage an end of ma 
terial with the main roller, and means oper 
ated by the material passing over the main 
roller to indicate the amount of material 
passing between the rollers. 

6. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing casing, 
a continuous member mounted to pass about 
the interior of the casing in proximity to its 
front and rear walls, said member provided 
With a plurality of parallel, horizontal ma 
terial receiving pockets each having dividing 
means for arranging bolts of material of the 
same length in vertical rows with the corre 
sponding bolts in the other pockets, the cas 
ing provided with a material removing open 
ing, a main roller extending across the cas 
ing between the opening and continuous 
member, a plurality of doors corresponding 
to the vertical rows of bolts normally 
closing the opening, a plurality of secondary 
rollers corresponding to the respective doors, 
means connecting each door with the corre 
sponding secondary roller and actuated by 
the opening of the door to frictionally en 
gage an end of the material in the corre 
sponding row with the main roller, and 
means operated by the material passing over 
the main roller to indicate the amount of 
material passed between the rollers. 

7. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing cas 
ing having a material removing opening, a 
belt having a plurality of material receiving 
pockets arranged horizontally, guides for 
the belt, means for rotating the belt over 
Said guides and presenting the pockets to the 
opening one after another, a main friction 
roller extending across the casing between 
the opening and the belt, a door normally 
closing the opening, a lever pivoted below 
the door, a secondary friction roller mount 
ed thereon adapted to contact with the main 
friction roller, a connection between the door 
and the secondary roller and actuated by 
the opening of the door to engage an end 
of material between the main and second 
ary friction rollers. 

8. In a ribbon cabinet, an inclosing cas ing, having a material removing opening, a 
belt having a plurality of material receiving 
pockets arranged horizontally, each having 
dividing means for arranging bolts of ma 
terial of the same length in vertical rows 
with the corresponding bolts in the other 
pockets, guides for the belt, means for pass 
ing the belt over said guides and presenting 
the pockets to the opening, a main friction 
roller extending across the casing between 
the opening and the belt, a plurality of doors 
corresponding respectively to the vertical 
rows of bolts normally closing the opening, 
a lever pivoted below each door carrying a 
secondary friction roller adapted to con 
tact with the main friction roller, a con 
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nection between each door and the corre 
sponding pivoted lever, which is actuated by 
the opening of the door to engage an end of 
material in the corresponding vertical row 
of pockets between the main roller and the 
Secondary friction roller. 

9. In a ribbon cabinet, a casing, a rota 
table member, a plurality of horizontal un 
obstructed pockets adapted to receive bolts 
of ribbons extending across the width of the 
rotatable member, and spring pressed mov 
able means for separately securing bolts of 
ribbon within the pockets arranged to en 
gage bolts of different lengths and to engage 
bolts of the same lengths in vertical rows. 

10. In a ribbon cabinet, a casing, a rota 
table member, a plurality of horizontal un 
obstructed pockets extending across the ro 
tatable member adapted to receive bolts of 
ribbon, and means for removably and sepa 
rately securing therein bolts of ribbon of 
different lengths arranged in vertical rows 
of corresponding lengths. 

11. In a ribbon cabinet, a casing, a rota 

989,111 

table member, a plurality of horizontal un 25 
obstructed pockets extending across the ro 
tatable member adapted to receive bolts of 
ribbon, and a plurality of spring pressed 
bolt engaging strips having inturned ends 
carried upon the top side of each pocket 
adapted to retain therein and separate bolts 
of ribbon. 

12. In a ribbon cabinet, a casing, a rota 
table member, a plurality of horizontal un 
obstructed pockets extending across the ro 
tatable member adapted to receive bolts of 
ribbon, and a plurality of spring pressed 
bolt engaging strips having inturned ends 
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carried upon the top side of each pocket 
adapted to retain therein and separate bolts 
of ribbon of different lengths, said strips ar 
ranged in vertical rows of corresponding 
lengths. 

HARRY EMILE BLEVINS. 
LAFAYETTE BRAZILLE, 

Witnesses: 
JNO. S. HoDGIN, 
PHILIP HERZ. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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