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1 Claim,
1.

This invention relates to 'a device for prac-

(CL 273——35)

ticing golf, of the type comprising a captive golf -

ball.

...One .object of the invention is to provide a
‘simple, efficient practicing device which is of a
strong, durable construction and may be produced
at a low cost.

.. A further object of the invention is to provide
a golf practicing device in which the golf ball,
‘when struck, will févolve fréely about a support-
ing stake.

A further object of the invention is to provide
strong durable means for connecting a cable with
the ball and with the stake.

Other objects of the invention may appear as
the device is described in detail.

In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1 is an ele-
vation, partly broken away, of a practicing device
embodying the invention; Fig. 2 is a detail view,
partly in section, of the connection between the
cable and the stake; Fig. 3 is a section taken on
the line 3-—3 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is a detail
section showing the connection between the cable
and ball.

In these drawings I have illustrated the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention but it is to
be understood that the device as a whole, as well
as the several parts thereof, may take various
forms without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

The device comprises a stake 5, preferably of
metal, which is adapted fo be driven into the
ground for a substantial distance but with its
upper end portion above the surface of the
ground. A ball 6 is connected with the stake by
a flexible connecting element 1, the flexible ele-
ment being so connected with the stake that the
ball may revolve freely about the latter. In the
particular embodiment here illustrated the stake
5 is provided with an upper end portion 8 of
reduced diameter which forms an upwardly fac-
ing shoulder 9 on the stake. The upper end of
the reduced portion 8 is screw threaded to re-
ceive g head 10 which may be of any suitable
character but is here shown as spherical and is
provided with a screw threaded socket to receive
the threaded end of the stake. A collar i1, here
shown as an apertured disk, is mounted loosely
upon the reduced portion 8 of the stake and rests
upon the shoulder 9, and the flexible element 7 is
connected with that collar. A blow on the ball,
by a golf club, will usually tend to lift the ball
and, of course, to fully extend the cable. As a
result the collar is lifted more or less with rela-
tion to the shoulder 9 on the stake and is thus
free to rotate about the stake with a minimum
of friction.
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2 Cra

The -connecting element T preferably comprises
a 'section of steel cable of relatively small diame-
ter and the collar (I is provided with a socket
to receive one end portion of: the cable and con-
nect the latter therewith: . 'This socket is formed
partly in‘the 'body of the collar as shown.at
12 in Fig. 2 and partly in.a tubular member. {3
rigidly connected with the collar and extending
radially therefrom. The tubular: member may
be connected with the collar in any suitable man=
ner -and in. the present instance: it is.shown:as
formed integral therewith. The tubular member
is of & diameter just large enough to permit the
insertion of the cable therein and is of com-
bressible, non-resilient material which when ecom-
pressed will very tightly grip the cable and firmly
anchor the same in the collar.

The ball 6 also is provided with a connecting
device by means of which the other end of the
cable will be firmly attached thereto. In the
construction illustrated this connecting device
comprises a body portion i4 mounted in the ball
and preferably embedded therein when the ball i3
molded. It is provided with one or more en-
larged portions 15 which when embedded in the
ball resists any tendency of the connecting de-
vice to pull out of the ball and thus anchors the
connecting device firmly in the ball. The outer
end of the body 14 is arranged close to the sur-
face of the ball and is provided with a tubular
extension 16 adapted to receive the adjacent end
portion of the cable. Preferably the socket formed
by the extension 16 extends inwardly beyond the
extension into the body of the connecting device.
This tubular member 16 is also of relatively thin
non-resilient material which when compressed
about the cable will very firmly connect the lat-
ter therewith. If may be connected with the
body in any suitable manner as.by forming it
integral therewith.

Preferably the cable T and the end portions
of the tubular connecting members 13 and 16 are
enclosed in a suitable covering, here shown as a
tube 17 of tough flexible material such as a suit-
able plastic composition. The intermediate por=-
tion of this covering fits snugly about the. cable
and the end portions thereof extend about the
outer end portions of the connecting members
thus protecting - the cable against exposure to
moisture or other injury and providing the device
with g smooth finished appearance.

‘When the device is to be used the stake is driven
into the ground and the ball is placed on the
ground, or on a tee I8 as shown in Fig. 1, at &
point which is preferably spaced from the stake
a distance slightly less than the length of the
cable so as to provide some slack in the latter,
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When the ball is so positioned the player strikes
the same with the golf club in the usual manner
and if properly struck the ball will be caused to
revolve about the stake at relatively high velocity.
The force of thie Blow With which the ball is strick
imposes severe strains on the cabie and on the
cable connecting devices but the construction ef
‘these devices is such as to strongly resist thie

separation of the ball from the ¢ablé or the sépa-

ration of the cable from the dffaching collar:
While I have shown and described one embodi-
ment of my invention I wish it to be understood:

that I do not desire to be liniited to the details

thereof as various modifications may occur to a
person skilled in the art.

Having now fully described iy inveéntion witit

I claim as new and desire to secure by Lettérs
Patent is:
A golf. practicing device comprising a single

stake to be driven into the ground with its upper ¢

end. ahove the surface of the ground angd having
an: annular shoulder adjacent the upper end
thereof, a collar mounted about said: stake, rotat-
ably supported on-said shoulder and-having a ra-
diak socket, a- comipressible tubular member rig-
idly connected with: said collar and extending in
radial dalinement with sdid socket outwardly be-
yond sdid collar, an elongate flexible member
having one end portion thereof extending through
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said tubular member and into said socket and
tightly gripped by said compressible member, a
ball, and a connecting device including a body
portion imbedded in said ball, having an en-
larged. erid: portmn adjacent the ceriter of the
ball and extending radially from said enlarged
portion to a point within said ball and adjacent
the surface of the latter, said connecting device
zlso having 4 tubular portion of compressible ma-
terid] rigid with and extending radially from the
outer end of said body portion, the other end of
said flexible members extending into the tubular
portion: of said: donnecting member and being
tightly gripped thereby.
WILLIAM M. ROYSTON.
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