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Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 26, 1918,
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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Cmartes N. Amrcxk,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Stewartsville, in the county of Posey and-

State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Collapsible
Boxes, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings. ’

This invention relates to certain improve-

ments in collapsible boxes and has relation "

more particularly to a device of this gen-
eral character especially designed and

adapted to use as egg cases; and it is an-

object of the invention to provide a novel

and improved device of this general char-

acter wherein all ‘of the parts or panels are
separable one from the other but which are
effectively held in assembled relation when
‘the top or cover member or panel is in ap-
plied position. ,

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the several parts of my im-
proved box whereby certain important ad-
vantages are attained and the device is ren-
dered simpler, less expensive and otherwise
more convenient and advantageous for use,
all as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth. :

The novel features of the invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the
better understood, I will now proceed to
describe the same with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein— e

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical sec-
tional view taken through a box construeted
in accordance with an embodiment of my
invention; '

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken
substantially on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional
view taken substantially on the line 3—38 of
Fig.1; and

Kig. 4 is a fragmentary view in top plan
of a top panel as herein embodied and illus-
trating the guard for one of the locking
springs as herein included.

-As disclosed in the: accompanying draw-
ings, B denotes a bottom panel rectangular
in form and which has engaged with its
under or outer face the transversely disposed
cleats 1 positioned adjacent the opposite
ends of the panel B and at the longitudinal
center thereof. The cleats 1 extend beyond

the opposite longitudinal margins of the
panel B and are adapted to be engaged by
the side panels 8. The panels 8 are of the
same length as the bottom panel B and the
lower marginal portions of said side panels
S overlie the longitudinal margins of the
panel B: :

Secured to the top or inner face of the
bottom panel B adjacent the opposite ends
thereof and at its longitudinal center are the
transversely disposed channel members 2 of
a length less than the width of the panel B
and with their opposite ends substantially
equidistantly spaced from the longitudinal
margins of the panel B,

E denote end panels of a length substan-
tially equal to the width of the panel B and
the edges of said panels E have suitably se-
cured thersto and disposed longitudinaily
thereof the plates 8. The plates 3 are of a

width greater than the thickness of the -

panels I to which they are secured and each
of said plates is of a length less than the
length of the edge of a panel E to which it
may be secured with the opposite ends of the
platés substantially equidistantly spaced
from the opposite ends of the coacting edge
of the panel. : :

One of the plates 3 disposed longitudi-
nally of a panel I is adapted to interlock
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with an end channel 2 by sliding the panel -

B transversely of the panel B. The inter-
mediate channel 2 is adapted to have inter-
locked therewith a corresponding plate 32
of the intermediate or partitioning panel P.

Fach of the side panels .S adjacent 1ts
opposite ends and at substantially its longi-
tudinal center is provided with the trans-
versely disposed channels 4 adapted to op-
eratively engage the plates 3 and 2* carried
by the corresponding ends of the panels B
and P.  Said side panel S is operatively en-
gaged with these plates by moving the side
panel 5 transversely in a direction toward
the panel B. It is also to be noted that the
channels 4 are of a length less than the
width of the side panels and that the op-
posite ends of said channels 4 are substan-
tially equidistantly spaced from the longi-
tudinal margins of said side panels S.

The top panel T is provided adjacent its
opposite ends and at its longitudinal center
with the transversely disposed channels 5
adapted to interleck with the plates 8 and
8> carried by the second longitudinal edge
of the panels E and P, and in order that no
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obstruction may be offered to the applica-

~tion of the top panel T, it is to be noted

that the longitudinal marginal portions of -
_the panels S remote from the bottom panel

B are provided with the notches or recesses
6 alining with the partitions E and P and

“whereby the top panel T is readily permitted

- to be operatively engaged with the panecls
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B and P. It is also to be noted that the
channels 5 are of a length less than the
width of the top panel T with their oppo-
site end portions substantially equidistantly

spaced from the longitudinal margins of the

panel and that the top panel T is of such a
width as to overlie the adjacent longitudinal
marging of the panels 8 when said panels
are in applied position. By this arrange-
ment it will be at once self-evident that
when applied the panel T serves to hold the
panels B, E, S and P in assembled relation.

In its opposite end portions the panel T
ig provided with an opening 7 in register
with the recess 8 formed in the adjacent

~ margin of a panel E. Secured to the outer
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face of the panel T is a flat spring 9 pro-
vided adjacent its free end with a pin 10
which is adapted to extend through the
opening 7 and seat within the recess 8,
whereby the panel T is effectively locked in
applied position. It is also to be understood
that the tension of the spring 9 serves to
maintain the pin 10 seated within the re-
cess 8. o '

To protect the spring 9 I find it of advan-
tage to have the same positioned within a
frame 11 surrounding said spring and which
effectively guards the same against injury
or displacement, especially when the box is

‘in transit.

I also find it of advantage to secure to the

outer face of one of the panels E a plate 12
_substantially rectangular in form and hav-

ing either of its marginal portions returned,

.as at 14, to afford guides to receive an ad-
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dress plate 15 or the like. The address plate

15 may be made of any material preferred.
From the foregoing description, it is

thought to be obvious that a box construct-

1,257,571

ed in accordance with my invention is of an
extremely simple and comparatively inex-
pensive nature and is particularly well
adapted for use by reason of the convenience
and facility with which it may be assembled,
and it will also be obvious that my invention
is susceptible of some change and modifica-
tion without material departure from the
principles and spirit thereof and for this
reason I do not wish to be understood as
Iimiting myself to the precise arrangement

~and formation of the several parts herein

shown in carrying out my invention in prac-
tice, except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:

A device of the character described com-

prising a bottom panel, transversely dis- 6

posed channel niembers carried by the upper
face of the bottom panel adjacent the oppo-
site ends thereof and at substantially its
longitudinal center, end panels and a parti-
tion panel slidably engaged with the {rans-
verse channels, side panels, channels carried
by the inner faces of the side panels and
slidably engaged with the end portions of
the end panel and partition panel, the lower
marginal portion of said side panels over-
lying the bottom panel when in assembled
position, a top panel, channels disposed
transversely -of the inner face of the top
panel for sliding engagement with the upper
marginal portiong of the end panels and par-
tition panel, the upper marginal portions of
the side panels being provided with recesses
alining with the end panels and partition
panel for the passage of the channels carried
by the top panel, said top panel being of
such a width as to overlie the upper margi-
nal portions of the side panels when in ap-
plied position, and means for holding said
top panel in applied position.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES N. AMICK.

Witnesses:
Hexry DEMBERGER,
NewnL Huzsyzr.

Coples of this patent may be cbtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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