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To all, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH HIRSCH, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Centre, 
in the county of Mercer and State of Ohio, 
have invented a new and useful Flood-Gate, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

flood-gates; and it has for its object to pro 
vide a simply constructed and operating gate 
that will readily open with the rise of water 
and close with the fall of the same; and it 
consists of a specially-constructed gate-oper 
ating device hereinafter more fully explained, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and specifically pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

an inner perspective of a flood-gate construct 
ed in accordance with my invention, the gates 
being in their normal position. Fig. 2 is a 
front elevation of my improved flood-gate, 
the gates being open. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
by letter, A A designate the side posts, pro 
vided with the usual extended portions a C, 
that are adapted to be driven in the ground 
to hold the frame - work securely anchored 
thereon. The said side posts are connected 
together by the upper and lower braces B and 
B', respectively, against which the gates C, 
hinged to the side posts by the ordinary 
hinges c, are designed to rest ill their closed 
position. The gates C are constructed of the 
ordinary material and in the ordinary man 
ner and are designed to be SWung Open and 
closed, according to the rise and fall of the 
water. On the side of the posts A A oppo 
site the sides on which the gates are binged 
and at their lower extremities at the bottom 
of the gates are hinged the converging arms 
D D, that meet in a point and are suitably 
braced together by the connecting brace and 
weight d, forming a triangular frame, the 
same being designed to act as a Weight for 
holding the gates in their closed position. 

Chains or ropes E. connect said triangular 
gate-operating weight with the gates by means 
of eyebolts or staples e, secured in the free 
ends of both of the gates and in the diverg 
ing arms of the triangular frame near their 
meeting points. 

It is thought that the operation of this gate 
will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 
tion. As the water from the flood or enlarged 
stream strikes the said triangular frame the 
same rises up and assumes a vertical position, 
bearing against the cross-braces connecting 
the side posts, and permits the gates to be 
thrown open by the water and allow the same 
a free and unobstructed passage-way, 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a flood-gate, the combination, with the 
SWinging gates, of an open triangular frame 
hinged to the gate-posts at their lower ex 
tremities, and chains or ropes connecting said 
gates and said triangular frame, substantially 
as set forth. 

2. In a flood-gate, the combination, with the 
gate-posts and cross-braces, of the outwardly 
Swinging gates hinged to said posts, converg 
ing arms hinged to the posts at their lower 
extremities, the same meeting in a point and 
held together by a cross-brace, and chains or 
ropes connected to the upper edges of each 
gate and the extremities of said converging 
arms, substantially as set forth. 

3. The colubination, With the swinging gates, 
of converging Wooden beams hinged to the 
gate-posts, and ropes or chains connecting 
said beams to the gates, substantially as set 
forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH HRSCH. 
Witnesses: 

WM. M. RICE, 
THEODORE FRITSCH. 
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