wO 2020/074857 A1 |0 0000 KO0 OO 0

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

J

=

(19) World Intellectual Property
Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
16 April 2020 (16.04.2020)

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2020/074857 Al

WIPO I PCT

(51) International Patent Classification:
B65D 85/10 (2006.01)

(21) International Application Number:
PCT/GB2019/052774

(22) International Filing Date:
02 October 2019 (02.10.2019)

(25) Filing Language: English

(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:
1816417.8 09 October 2018 (09.10.2018)  GB

(71) Applicant: BRITISH AMERICAN TOBACCO (IN-
VESTMENTS) LIMITED [GB/GB]; Globe House, 1 Wa-
ter Street, London WC2R 3LA (GB).

(72) Inventor: HODGES, Paul; c/o British American Tobacco
(Investments) Limited, Globe House, 1 Water Street, Lon-
don WC2R 3LA (GB).

(74) Agent: GREY, Ian; Venner Shipley LLP, 200 Aldersgate,
London EC1A 4HD (GB).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL,CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DJ, DK, DM, DO,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN,

84

HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JO, JP, KE, KG, KH, KN, KP,
KR,KW,KZ, LA, LC,LK,LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME,
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ,
OM, PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA,
SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ,NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ, TZ,
UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU, TJ,
TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK,
EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV,
MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM,
TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW,
KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:

with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(54) Title: BUNDLE OF TOBACCO INDUSTRY PRODUCTS

(57) Abstract: A bundle (1) of tobacco industry products configured to extend
from an open end of a base of a parallelepiped-shaped outer container, the bun-
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dle comprising a group of tobacco industry products wrapped in a barrier layer
(2) comprising parallel front and rear major surfaces separated from each other
by parallel minor side surfaces, a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein the
barrier layer comprises an elongate section (11) formed in the front major surface
delimited by a line of weakness, said elongate section facing a major front wall of
the base when the bundle is received therein, said elongate section extending in a
longitudinal direction along at least a major portion of the length of the tobacco
industry products between the top surface and bottom surface and including a
tongue (12) extending beneath a lower end of at least one tobacco industry prod-
uct such that, when the bundle is received in the base and the elongate section
(11) is pulled in a direction out of the base, at least one smoking article is at least
partially lifted out of the base by the tongue (12), wherein the elongate section in
the front major surface of the bundle is closer to one of the minor side surfaces
than the other of the minor side surfaces..
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Bundle of Tobacco Industry Products

Technical Field

The present invention relates to a bundle of tobacco industry products, particularly but
not exclusively to a bundle of smoking articles such as cigarettes. The present invention
also relates to a pack of tobacco industry products and a barrier layer to wrap a group of

tobacco industry products to form a bundle.

Background

A bundle comprises a group of tobacco industry products, such as cigarettes, wrapped
in a barrier layer. It is known to provide the barrier layer with a removable portion that
includes an integral elongate lifting strip in a major front surface that extends in a
longitudinal direction, i.e. along the length of the cigarettes. When the removable
portion is removed to enable access to the cigarettes to be obtained, the elongate lifting
strip separates from the remainder of the barrier material along a line of weakness. The
lifting strip includes a tongue or end portion that extends beneath one or more
cigarettes of the bundle so that a cigarette is at least partially lifted out of the bundle as

the removable portion, including the lifting strip, is removed.

Summary

A bundle of tobacco industry products configured to extend from an open end of a base
of a parallelepiped-shaped outer container, the bundle comprising a group of tobacco
industry products wrapped in a barrier layer comprising parallel front and rear major
surfaces separated from each other by parallel minor side surfaces, a top surface and a
bottom surface, wherein the barrier layer comprises an elongate section formed in the
front major surface delimited by a line of weakness, said elongate section facing a major
front wall of the base when the bundle is received therein, said elongate section
extending in a longitudinal direction along at least a major portion of the length of the
tobacco industry products between the top surface and bottom surface and including a
tongue extending beneath a lower end of at least one tobacco industry product such
that, when the bundle is received in the base and the elongate section is pulled in a
direction out of the base, at least one smoking article is at least partially lifted out of the
base by the tongue, wherein the elongate section in the front major surface of the
bundle is closer to one of the minor side surfaces than the other of the minor side

surfaces.
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Advantageously this prevents a user’s grip from inhibiting extraction of the removable

portion.

The barrier layer can comprise a removable portion delimited by a line of weakness,
said removable portion including at least part of the top surface covering an upper end
of the tobacco industry products which can extend from an open end of the base when
the bundle is received therein, said removable portion exposing the upper end of the
tobacco industry products when removed. Advantageously this provides an opening for
access to the tobacco industry products while keeping the tobacco industry products

wrapped before the removable portion is removed.

The removable portion and the elongate section can be integrally formed so that the
elongate section is pulled in a direction out of the base to lift a tobacco industry product
and removed together with the removable portion. This enables the tobacco industry
products to be exposed and a tobacco industry product to be lifted with a single action

of removing the removable portion and elongate section together.

The removable portion and the elongate section can be separate to each other and the
barrier layer can be configured such that the elongate section is pullable in a direction
out of the base after the removable portion has been removed. This enables a user to

remove the removable portion independently of lifting the elongate section.

The removable portion of the bundle of tobacco industry products can comprise at least
a part of the front major surface between the at least part of the top surface and the
elongate section, the at least part of the front major surface and the top surface together
forming an access aperture when the removable portion is removed. In addition or
alternatively the opening can be configured to extend from the top surface into at least
one minor side surface. It can be appreciated that the opening could also extend into
the rear major surface. Having the opening extending over at least one edge and into
one or more surfaces improves access to the tobacco industry products. It also enables a
relatively larger area for the tobacco industry products to be lifted through, than if the

opening was provided in only one surface.

The front major surface of the bundle of tobacco industry products can have a
longitudinal axis and the elongate section can be delimited, at least in part, by two

parallel lines of weakness in said front major surface, wherein a centre line extending
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between said parallel lines of weakness can be parallel to, and laterally offset from, said
longitudinal axis towards one minor side surface of the bundle. Advantageously the
elongate section is easily removed from the surrounding barrier material along the lines

of weakness, without a user’s grip inhibiting this.

The centre line extending between the parallel lines of weakness can be laterally offset
from said longitudinal axis such that one of said parallel lines of weakness lies on said
longitudinal axis of the front major panel. The centre line extending between the
parallel lines of weakness can be laterally offset from said longitudinal axis such that
both parallel lines of weakness are closer to the same minor side surface than the other
minor side surface. Advantageously the elongate section can be offset by a number of

varying degrees.

Each of the tobacco industry products can have a diameter W, and the centre line
extending between the parallel lines of weakness can be laterally offset from said
longitudinal axis by at least a distance equal to diameter W. Advantageously this
prevents a user’s grip from inhibiting the lifting of a centrally located cigarette, or from
inhibiting the removal of the elongate section. The lateral distance between the parallel
lines of weakness can be equal to, or greater than, the diameter W of a tobacco industry

product.

The tongue can be shaped to extend underneath more than one tobacco industry
product within the bundle. The tongue can be formed from a portion of the bottom
surface of the barrier layer. Advantageously the barrier layer including the removable
portion, elongate section and tongue can be manufactured from a single sheet of barrier

material if required.

The tobacco industry products can be smoking articles such as cigarettes. However, it
can be envisaged that alternative tobacco industry products can be stored in the bundle
for example but not limited to combustible smoking articles such as, cigarillos, cigars,
tobacco for pipes or for roll-your-own cigarettes, electronic smoking articles such as e-
cigarettes, heating devices that release compounds from substrate materials without
burning such as tobacco heating products; and hybrid systems to generate aerosol from
a combination of substrate materials, for example hybrid systems containing a liquid or

gel or solid substrate.
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According to another aspect of the invention there is provided a pack of tobacco
industry products comprising a parallelepiped shaped outer container having a base
comprising major front and rear walls spaced from each other by minor side walls and a
bottom wall, and a bundle of tobacco industry products received in the base so that said
upper end of the tobacco industry products extend from the base and the front major

surface of the barrier layer faces the major front wall of the base.

According to yet another aspect of the invention there is provided a barrier layer to
wrap a group of tobacco industry products to form the bundle of tobacco industry

products according to the invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example only, with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a bundle of tobacco industry products before a removable portion and
elongate section are removed, wherein the removable portion and the elongate section
are integral to one another;

Figure 2 shows the bundle of tobacco industry products of Figure 1 after the removable
portion and elongate section are removed;

Figure 3 shows a pack containing the bundle of tobacco industry products of Figure 1;
Figure 4 shows a bundle of tobacco industry products before the removable portion and
elongate section are removed, wherein the removable portion and the elongate section

are separate to each other.

Detailed Description

It is known to provide a bundle of tobacco industry products with a removable portion
that includes an elongate lifting strip to at least partially lift a cigarette from the bundle
upon removal of the removable portion. However, a user’s grip on the bundle, applied
indirectly via the pack in which the bundle is received, can result in the removable
portion being difficult to remove, as the lifting strip becomes trapped between the
cigarettes and the front face of the pack due to the pressure applied to the front face of
the pack by a consumer holding the pack. In particular, a user’s thumb of the hand in
which the pack is held often presses against a region of the front wall of the pack
directly above the lifting strip. Embodiments of the present invention seek to address

the aformentioned issue.
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Figure 1 shows a wrapped bundle of tobacco industry products 1, for example smoking
articles according to an embodiment of the invention. In this example, the tobacco

industry products are cigarettes 15.

The wrapped bundle 1 comprises a flexible barrier material 2 or barrier layer that has
been wrapped around a group of cigarettes, for example 20 cigarettes. However, it will
be appreciated that the wrapped bundle 1 may contain any number of cigarettes 15, for
example 10 or 14 cigarettes. The cigarettes 15 are elongate cylindrical articles and are
arranged in rows such that the overall shape of the wrapped bundle 1 is substantially
cuboid or parallelepiped. The cigarettes 15 or tobacco industry products each have a

diameter W.

The wrapped bundle 1 comprises two major surfaces, a front surface 3 and a rear
surface 4, separated by opposing minor side surfaces, a first minor side surface 5 and a
second minor side surface 6. The bundle 1 further comprises a top surface 7 and a
bottom surface 8. The top surface 7 is surrounded on four sides by edges 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d,
the bottom surface surrounded by edges 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d. Each major face 3, 4 has two
further edges, 3a, 3b and 4a, 4b. The wrapped bundle 1 shown in the accompanying
drawings have square edges, but it will be appreciated that the edges may be rounded

or otherwise shaped according to the shape of the contents of the bundle 1.

As shown in Figure 1, the wrapped bundle is provided with a removable portion 10
delimited by a line of weakness 9 and including at least part of the top surface 7
covering an upper end of the tobacco industry products. As illustrated, in some
embodiments the removable portion can also extend over edges 7b, 7d and 3a, 3b on to
the minor side surfaces 5, 6. It can be appreciated that the removable portion extends
over any suitable number of edges. The removable portion 10 in Figure 1 extends over 6

edges, 3a, 3b, 7a, 7b, 7d and 8a.

The front major surface 3 of the bundle comprises a longitudinal axis extending
centrally from edge 7a to edge 8a and in a direction extending along the length of the
cigarettes. The removable portion 10 further comprises an elongate section 11 extending
in a longitudinal direction in the front major surface 3 of the bundle 1. The elongate
section 11 extends from the front major surface 3, over edge 8a and into the bottom

surface 8. The removable portion 10 and the elongate section 11 are integrally formed
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so that the elongate section 11 is pulled to lift a tobacco industry product and removed

together with the removable portion 10.

In some embodiments, and as illustrated in Figure 4, the removable portion 10 and the
elongate section 11 can be separate to each other; this is an alternative to what is
illustrated in Figure 1 where the elongate section 11 and removable portion 10 are
integral to one another. The barrier material 2 is configured such that the elongate
section 11 is moveable independently of the removable portion 10. The elongate section
11 is separated from the removable portion 10 by a line of weakness 9c. However, the
elongate section 11 can also be separated from the removable portion by a cut instead of
the line of weakness 9c. Furthermore the elongate section 11 may at least partially
overlap the removable portion 10. To lift a tobacco industry product 15, the removable
portion 10 is removed first to provide an opening 13 in the barrier material 2, which
exposes an upper end of the tobacco industry products 15 through said opening 13.
After the removable portion 10 has been removed the elongate section 11 is pulled or
lifted in a direction away from the bottom surface 8 to lift at least one tobacco industry
product 15 through the opening 13. The elongate section 11 being removed from the
barrier material 2 as it is pulled by a user. It can be appreciated however, that the
elongate section 11 may not be entirely removable from the barrier material 2 and could
remain at least partially attached to the barrier material 2 after a first tobacco industry

product 15 has been lifted.

In embodiments of the present invention, the elongate section 11 is disposed closer to
one minor side surface than the other. For example, the elongate section may be closer
to the second minor side surface 6 than to the first minor side surface 5. Alternatively,
the elongate section 11 can be disposed closer to the first minor side surface 5 than the

second minor side surface 6.

In particular, the elongate section 11 is laterally offset from the longitudinal axis of the
front major surface 3 of the bundle. The elongate section 11 can be delimited, at least in
part, by two parallel lines of weakness 9a, 9b having a centreline 14 extending between
them. However, it will be appreciated that the two lines of weakness 9a and 9b need not

be parallel to one another and the elongate portion can vary in size along its length.
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Although a number of dimensions can be envisaged for the elongate section 11, in this
example the lateral distance between the lines of weakness 9a, 9b is at least equal to the

diameter W of a tobacco industry product 15.

The centreline 14 is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the front major surface 3 and is
laterally offset therefrom towards one minor side surface 5 or 6. The elongate section 11
may be offset from the longitudinal axis to an extent that one of the parallel lines of
weakness 9a or 9b lies on the longitudinal axis of the front major surface 3. However,
the elongate section 11 may be offset from the longitudinal axis such that both parallel
lines of weakness 9a and 9b are closer to the same minor side surface 5 or 6 than the
other minor side surface 5 or 6. Furthermore it can be appreciated that the centreline
14 is offset from the longitudinal axis by at least a distance equal to diameter W of the

cigarettes 15.

The elongate section 11 is laterally offset from the longitudinal axis of the front major
surface 3 so that when a user grips the bundle 1 to remove the removable portion 10,
they are less likely to impede removal of the elongate section 11 by applying pressure to
it with their thumb. In particular, if the elongate strip is located centrally, i.e. so that its
centreline extends along the longitudinal axis of the major front surface, a consumer is
more likely to place their thumb over it, and apply pressure to it via the front wall of the
pack, when the pack is held in the hand. By laterally offsetting the elongate strip, there
is less chance of a user’s thumb being placed directly over it when the pack is held,
thereby reducing the pressure applied to the elongate strip and making it easier to

extract from the pack upon removal.

The elongate section 11 includes a tongue 12 which is shaped to extend underneath a
tobacco industry product 15 within the bundle. It can be appreciated that the tongue 12
may be divergently or convergently shaped, rounded, square, or any alternative shape
which provides a suitable surface area to lift a tobacco industry product from the
bundle 1 when the removable portion 10 is removed. The tongue 12 can be formed from
a portion of the bottom surface 8 of the barrier layer. The tongue 12 extends beneath a
lower end of at least one smoking article such that, when the removable portion 10 is
removed, at least one smoking article is lifted from of the bundle 1 by the tongue 12,

through the opening 13 or access aperture.



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2020/074857 PCT/GB2019/052774

As illustrated, the opening 13 extends from the top face 7, over the front edge 7a
between the top face 7 and the front major face 3, and onto the front major face 3 of the
wrapped bundle 1. In some examples, the opening 13 also extends over the rear major

face 4 of the wrapped bundle 1, or on to the minor side faces 5, 6.

As shown in Figure 2, after the removable portion 10 has been removed, the opening 13
provides access to the cigarettes 15 within the wrapped bundle 1. Furthermore removal
of the removable portion 10 has caused at least one cigarette 15 to be lifted relative to
an adjacent cigarette 15. The cigarettes 15 can be removed from the wrapped bundle 1

via the opening 13 or access aperture.

Preferably, the lifting portion 10 and barrier material 2 are made from a flexible plastics
material, for example polypropylene, polyethylene, or a polyethylene terephthalate.
Alternatively, the lifting portion 10 and barrier material 2 can be made of a foil, for
example a metal foil, or a metallised film (for example a metallised polymer film) or
other flexible material suitable for packaging. The lifting portion 10 and/or barrier
material 2 may comprise printing, for example but not limited to, colours, logos,

product information and instructions.

The wrapped bundle 1 may be provided as packaging itself, the bundle being wrapped
in a wrapper. However, it may be received within a hinged-lid pack 20. As can be seen
from Figure 3, the hinged-lid pack 20 has a base portion 21 having a parallelepiped
form and which is adapted to receive the wrapped bundle 1 such that the wrapped
bundle 1 protrudes from the base portion 21. The base portion 21 further comprises a
major front wall 16 and a rear wall 17 spaced from each other by minor side walls 18, 19
and a bottom wall 24. The major front surface 3 of the bundle 1 or barrier layer 2 faces
the major front wall 16 of the base 21 when the bundle 1 is disposed within the base 21.
In this position, the removable portion 10 is accessible for opening the wrapped bundle
1 and lifting at least one cigarette 15, providing access and easy removal of the

cigarettes 15 within.

Alid 22 is hingedly connected to the base portion 21 about a hinge 23. The lid 22 is
pivotable between a closed position, where the lid 22 covers the wrapped bundle 1, and

an open position, where the wrapped bundle 1 is exposed.
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It will be appreciated that the above described examples may further include an inner
frame or supports within the bundle 1 or surrounding the bundle 1 to improve stability

of the bundle of tobacco industry product.

It will be appreciated that the above described examples of a wrapped bundle 1 and
packaging may be used to package tobacco industry products other than cigarettes 15 as

mentioned previously.

As used herein, the term “tobacco industry product” is to be understood as including
smoking articles comprising combustible smoking articles such as cigarettes, cigarillos,
cigars, tobacco for pipes or for roll-your-own cigarettes, (whether based on tobacco,
tobacco derivatives, expanded tobacco, reconstituted tobacco, tobacco substitutes or
other smokable material), electronic smoking articles such as e-cigarettes, heating
devices that release compounds from substrate materials without burning such as
tobacco heating products; and hybrid systems to generate aerosol from a combination
of substrate materials, for example hybrid systems containing a liquid or gel or solid

substrate.

In one embodiment, the tobacco industry product is a smoking article for combustion

selected from the group consisting of a cigarette, a cigarillo and a cigar.

In one embodiment, the tobacco industry product is a non-combustible smoking

article.

In one embodiment the tobacco industry product is a heating device which releases
compounds by heating, but not burning, a substrate material. The material may be for
example tobacco or other non-tobacco products, which may or may not contain

nicotine. In one embodiment the heating device is a tobacco heating device.

In another embodiment the tobacco industry product is a hybrid system to generate
aerosol by heating, but not burning, a combination of substrate materials. The
substrate materials may comprise for example solid, liquid or gel which may or may not
contain nicotine. In one embodiment, the hybrid system comprises a liquid or gel
substrate and a solid substrate. The solid substrate may be for example tobacco or other
non-tobacco products, which may or may not contain nicotine. In one embodiment the

hybrid system comprises a liquid or gel substrate and tobacco.
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In order to address various issues and advance the art, the entirety of this disclosure
shows by way of illustration various embodiments in which the claimed invention(s)
may be practiced and provide for an improved bundle of tobacco industry products.
The advantages and features of the disclosure are of a representative sample of
embodiments only, and are not exhaustive and/or exclusive. They are presented only to
assist in understanding and teach the claimed features. It is to be understood that
advantages, embodiments, examples, functions, features, structures, and/or other
aspects of the disclosure are not to be considered limitations on the disclosure as
defined by the claims or limitations on equivalents to the claims, and that other
embodiments may be utilised and modifications may be made without departing from
the scope and/or spirit of the disclosure. Various embodiments may suitably comprise,
consist of, or consist essentially of, various combinations of the disclosed elements,
components, features, parts, steps, means, etc. In addition, the disclosure includes

other inventions not presently claimed, but which may be claimed in future.
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Claims

1. A bundle of tobacco industry products configured to extend from an open end of
a base of a parallelepiped-shaped outer container, the bundle comprising a group of
tobacco industry products wrapped in a barrier layer comprising parallel front and rear
major surfaces separated from each other by parallel minor side surfaces, a top surface
and a bottom surface,

wherein the barrier layer comprises an elongate section formed in the front
major surface delimited by a line of weakness, said elongate section facing a major front
wall of the base when the bundle is received therein, said elongate section extending in
a longitudinal direction along at least a major portion of the length of the tobacco
industry products between the top surface and bottom surface and including a tongue
extending beneath a lower end of at least one tobacco industry product such that, when
the bundle is received in the base and the elongate section is pulled in a direction out of
the base, at least one smoking article is at least partially lifted out of the base by the
tongue,

wherein the elongate section in the front major surface of the bundle is closer to

one of the minor side surfaces than the other of the minor side surfaces.

2. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 1, wherein the
barrier layer comprises a removable portion delimited by a line of weakness, said
removable portion including at least part of the top surface covering an upper end of
the tobacco industry products which extend from an open end of the base when the
bundle is received therein, said removable portion exposing the upper end of the

tobacco industry products when removed.

3. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 2, wherein the
removable portion and the elongate section are integrally formed so that the elongate
section is pulled in a direction out of the base to lift a tobacco industry product and

removed together with the removable portion.

4. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 2, wherein the
removable portion and the elongate section are separate to each other and the barrier
layer is configured such that the elongate section is pullable in a direction out of the

base after the removable portion has been removed.
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5. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to any of claims 2 to 4,
wherein the removable portion comprises at least a part of the front major surface
between the at least part of the top surface and the elongate section, the at least part of
the front major surface and the top surface together forming an access aperture when

the removable portion is removed.

6. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to any preceding claim,
wherein the front major surface has a longitudinal axis and the elongate section is
delimited, at least in part, by two parallel lines of weakness in said front major surface,
wherein a centre line extending between said parallel lines of weakness is parallel to,
and laterally offset from, said longitudinal axis towards one minor side surface of the
bundle.

7. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 6, wherein the
centre line extending between the parallel lines of weakness is laterally offset from said
longitudinal axis such that one of said parallel lines of weakness lies on said

longitudinal axis of the front major panel.

8. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 6, wherein the
centre line extending between the parallel lines of weakness is laterally offset from said
longitudinal axis such that both parallel lines of weakness are closer to the same minor

side surface than the other minor side surface.

0. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 8, wherein each of
the tobacco industry products has a diameter W, and the centre line extending between
the parallel lines of weakness is laterally offset from said longitudinal axis by at least a

distance equal to diameter W.

10. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to claim 9, wherein the
lateral distance between the parallel lines of weakness is equal to, or greater than, the

diameter W of a tobacco industry product.

11. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to any preceding claim,
wherein the tongue is shaped to extend underneath more than one tobacco industry

product within the bundle.
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12. The bundle of tobacco industry products according to any preceding claim,

wherein the tobacco industry products are smoking articles such as cigarettes.

13. A pack of tobacco industry products comprising a parallelepiped shaped outer
container having a base comprising major front and rear walls spaced from each other
by minor side walls and a bottom wall, and a bundle of tobacco industry products
according to any preceding claim received in the base so that said upper end of the
tobacco industry products extend from the base and the front major surface of the

barrier layer faces the major front wall of the base.

14. A barrier layer to wrap a group of tobacco industry products to form the bundle

of tobacco industry products according to any of claims 1 to 12.
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