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 SPECIFICATION.

BeitknownthatI, JosEruD. BARNES, M.D.,
- of Washington city, District of Columbia, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Hernial Trusses; and I.do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription thereof, that will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon which form
a part of this specification.

Inthedrawing, Figurelisaperspective view
of a hernial truss ordinarily in use, in which A
is a leather-covered spring, terminating at A’
in a strap, with holes ¢/ to gaunge the truss to
the body and secure it. there. B is.a pad or
block. C is a metallic pad-carrier, turning
upon- the pivot D, retained at any angle by
the set-screw d runming in the slot d/, made
gangable af the pad end with slot and set-
screws E B/, and rendered malleable at C'. F
is a strip of rigid metal, made gangable at the
slot G and set-screws g ¢', the latter being a
button-headed screw upon which the strap
A’ fastens by means of the holes ¢”. Fig. 2
is a sectional view through the pieces B, C,
and F.

My invention consistsin the construction and
use of the parts C and F. I make the piece
O of metal, rigid at the two extremities, but
rendered malleable at the shank C/. I know
that a similarly-shaped piece has been em-
ployed, but not being made malleable at C/
it is liable to break when bent to fit the
body, and since no particular portion of the
carrier is annealed to facilitate this bending,
it will, when strained, yield at the point of
least resistance, which is usually either at

the pivot D or along the slot B, - If bent at
the latter place the pad cannot be adjusted by
means of this slot and set-screw E/. I know
also that a truss has been made where the
spring terminates in a pad-seat with a malle-
able shank, but this is only gaugable by bend-
ing, and should the shank break the whole
truss is destroyed and cannot be repaired. I
provide the block or strip ¥ with a slot, G,
and set-screws g ¢/, by which the length of the _
truss can be varied from one inch to an inch
and a half, more or less, without injuring the
truss spring or its action, and thus with the
slots G and E, with their set-screws, and the
slot d’ with set-screw d, the same truss may
be varied in length, and in pitch and reach of
the pad sufficient to cover ordinary variations
in the size of individuals, and is eapable of
use as a right or as a left truss, and by means
of a malleable shank, C’,’can be given a suit-
able degree of pressure without injuring the
strength and correct operation of the adjacent
parts.

I know that the slot ¢ and set-screw d are
old.

‘What I therefore claim as new, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is-—

In a hernial truss the combination of slotted
carrier piece C,rendered malleable at C/, with
the metallic strap F made gaugable by the
slots G and & and set-serews g ¢’ and d, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 15th day of

June, 1872, ‘
: J. D. BARNES, M. D,
‘Witnesses:
WrLLs W. LEGGETT,
Epm. F. BROWN.




