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(57) Abstract: When a large main current is interrupted, there is a risk that an excessive surge voltage could be applied
to a main terminal of a power semiconductor component. In the present invention, a third switching component 113 is
turned on in response to a control signal from a control circuit 150, the control signal being generated when a signal is
received from an overcurrent detection circuit 108 when the overcurrent detection circuit 108 has detected that a main
current flowing in an IGBT 101 is an overcurrent. In this case, however, the control signal from the control circuit 150
is not input to a second switching component 112, and the second switching component 112 is in an off state. When the
third switching component 113 is turned on, a gate capacitor 103 of the IGBT 101 is discharged via a saturation current
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circuit 114 at a slower speed than when the second switching component 112 is turned on.
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