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Our invention relates to heels for ladies’
shoes. - )

The object of our invention is to provide
a heel of the type commonly known as a
«French heel”, with a removable lift por-
tion which may be made as a separate article
of manufacture, and which when in use 1n
the heel serves to strengthen the heel thru-
out its length. i

Referring to the drawings which form a
part of this application, )

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a
lady’s shoe in which our device is indicated
in dotted lines in the heel.

Fig. 2 is a sheet of metal such as brass,
formed by a die as shown, which is after-
ward formed by bending to the shape shown
in Figure 9. i )

Fig, 3 is a plan view of the lift with a
shank portion attached thereto. - )

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal view of the lift
and shank and diselosing the side in which
the abutting edges of the blank and slot
are located. .

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view thru
a portion of the heel, bottom lift, and metal
portions of the device.

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view of the heel
on line 6-—6 of Figure 5 disclosing the up-
per end of the lift oldin% device, the draw-

an enlarged scale,
ig. 7 is a vertical view _of the exterior
of the lining or socket portion of our device.
" Fig. 8 is a plan view of the part shown
in Figure T.

Fig. 9 is a vertical view of the shank por-
tion of the device.

‘A indicates a lady’s shoe having a heel
A’— of the type above referred to.

The heel A’— is provided with a deep
bore A?— formed triangular in cross sec-
tion, and extending nearly to the top of the
heel and located therein substantially as
shown.:

Fitted firmly into and extending its en-
tire length into the bore A’— is a metal
lining portion B— which serves as a socket
for the shank C— and also serves as a
strengthening column for the heel, prevent-
ing it from breaking easily across its nar-
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rowest section which it crosses. This lining
ortion provides a smooth inner surface for
rictional engagement with the outer surface '
of the shank portion C, and also is provided
with an inwardly extending U shaped de-
pression B’— which serves as a wedge which
extends into the slot C’— of the shank C—
and forces the side walls in close frictional

_engagemient, which serves to hold the shank -

in position in the socket lining B. :
ffset from and formed integral with the .
shank C— are clamping portions adapted
to pierce the leather lift element D— and
bend therein as shown in dotted lines in
Figures 4 and 5— to hold the lift to the
shank C—, and b%ihis construction the
clamping portions E—E— etc. depend
from a laterally extending flange portion
E’— which rests against t%e under side of
the heel adjacent the bore A?— and serves
as a base-plate which prevents the shank
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C— from being driven upward above its .

pre-determined position in the heel. This
base plate E'— is formed of a number of
branch parts, corresponding to the number
of clamping points E— ete. used in the
construction, and when it is desired to re-
move the shank C together with the lift D—,
a knife edge ma{ be inserted between the
lift and shoe heel to rest over the plate or
projection E’— and serving as a wedge, the
lift may be easily removed together with the
shank C— ' ‘

By making the shank and lining triangu-
lar 1n cross section, the shank cannot-rotate
in the heel and the parts are more cheaply
and easily made.

It will be observed that the shank portion
C— and lining portion B— together with
the 1ift, may be made as a complete article
of manufacture in condition to be placed on
a heel that has been provided with a bore
such as A2 and that the width of the shank
is about one third that of the heel thru its
narrow width portion, and that the shank is
four or five times as long as its width, there-
by providing a large frictional area between
the wood of the heel and the outer sides of
the lining for strong frictional engagement
and also a large area of frictional contact -
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between the outer wall of the shank C and
inner wall of the lining B—, and that the
edge portions of the walls forming the slot
C’— are pressed outward to bind the shank-

s C— firmly in contact with the lining sleeve -
when in its proper position therein.

It will be also observed that there are but
two pieces which co-act to provide the device,
and that being made of sheet metal, they are

~ 10 light in weight, cheap to make, and strong
and durable for the purpose designed.
. The lift D— may be made of leather or
rubber, or of any other material suitable for

e purpose, :

15 Having thus described our invention we
claim as new:

A shoe heel of the character described hav-
ing a bore of irregular cross section extend-’
ing over half the length thereof, a sleeve

20 fitted in said bore an extending substan-
tially the length thereof and having = pro-
jecting portion extending toward the centre
thereof to serve as a wedge, and a shank por-
tion fitted in said sleeve and having its up-

26 per end slotted to engage said projecting
portion of the sleeve and expand the shank,
and means carried by said shank portion
adapted to hold a lift to the bottom end of
the heel. ‘

80 In testimony whereof we have affixed our

signatures. :
-FRANK GENTILE,
FRED MACCARONE.



