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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER M. WEGE, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Grand Rapids, in the county of 
Kent, and State of Michigan, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Safety Deposit-Box and Lock Construc 
tions; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
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make and use the same. - 
The present invention relates to safety de 

posit vaults and boxes therefor, and is pri 
marily concerned with means for rendering 
access to a box within a vault a substan tial impossibility except by means of a key 
or keys to unlock the door to the vault 
in which the box is placed. Most, in fact 
practically all of the doors to the cells or 
vaults in which the boxes are placed have 
a lock attached to the rear side of the door 
by screws, the lock usually being operable 
by means of two keys, one in the possession 
of the attendant and the other in the posses 
sion of the owner of the box, the key re 
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ceiving barrels or cylinders projecting 
through the door. It is comparatively easy 
to gain access to a box locked with a lock 
of this character as a blow applied to the 
end of the key cylinder will serve to strip 
the threads from the Screws and disconnect 
the lock from the door, the lock being driven 
into the vault or cell in which the box is lo 
cated. It is getting to be quite common for 
burglaries to occur in which all of the locks 
are driven from the doors of safety deposit 
vaults and valuables taken, the present com 
mon type of safety deposit lock being little 
or no protection. 
In my invention it is designed that the 

lock on the door to a cell in a safety deposit 
vault shall be reinforced and held abso 
lutely and positively against such removal. 
The invention comprises means for attain ing this end in an especially simple, practi 
cal, effective and economical manner, mak 
ing the vault or cell in which the box is 
placed absolutely proof against entrance ex 
cept by explosives. . . 

For an understanding of the invention, 
and the construction embodying the same, 
reference may be had to the following de 
scription, taken in connection with the ac 

55 companying drawing, in which, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrat 
Ing, my invention, and its application in op 
erative position in connection with safety 
deposit boxes. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the box 
used and showing the position of the pro 
tegling bar when the box is placed in or 
Withdrawn from the vault, and Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal section 
through a box receiving cell, and showing 
the position of Said bar and its relation to 
the lock on the door of the cell. 

Like reference characters refer to like 
parts in the different figures of the draw 
Ing. 

I have shown the invention in connection 
With a two cell holder or vault for recep 
tion of the boxes, but it is to be understood 
that such invention is applicable to all of 
the cells of a vault irrespective of the num 
ber of cells there may be. As shown the 
Yault has a top 1, bottom 2, backs and sides 4 with a dividing partition 4 making it 
into two cells, each having an open front 
side which may be closed by a door 5 and 
locked by a lock. 6. This lock projects a 
distance back of the back of the door and is 
attached to the door by screws 7. The lock 
has two key receiying barrels or cylinders 
8 which extend through the door and in 
which the keys may be inserted for opera 
tion of the lock in the usual way with safety 
deposit vaults. The construction of safety 
deposit box cell and door and lock therefor 
is the usual and common construction, and blows applied to the exposed ends of the 
key cylinders 8 may easily drive the lock 
from the door as heretofore explained. 
The box adapted to be placed within the 

cells is of any preferred construction, usu 
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ally of sheet metal and said box 9 has a 
hinged cover 10 for ready access thereto. 
On the front side 11 thereof a relatively 
heavy and strong bar 12 is pivotally mount 
ed, preferably being spaced a short dis 
tance from said front by a block 13, a screw 
14 passing through both the bar 12 and the 
block 13. This bar when turned horizon 
tal as shown in Fig.2 serves as a convenient 
handle to the box 9 for withdrawing the 
same or for placing it back into the cell. 
When turned to vertical position in the 
cell, its lower end is adapted to enter a 
groove or slot 15 cut or otherwise formed in 
the bottom 2, while its upper end passes be 
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tween the downturned flanges of a channel 
16 fixed to the upper side 1 of the cell. The 
slot 15 and channel 16 are so located that 
when the bar is turned to vertical position 
and the door 5 closed, the back of the lock 6 
lies practically against this bar. 

It is evident that any attempted driving 
of the lock loose from the door with this 
construction cannot take place Successfully. 
The bar is relatively heavy and strong and is 
held positively at both ends from any move 
ment inward into the box receiving cell. 
The lock is backed by the bar and can not be 
driven off of the door. While it is designed 
that the bar shall be attached to the front 11 
of the box, both from the advantage gained 
in having a serviceable handle to the box 
and from the convenience in always having 
the bar ready for use when the box is placed 
back in the cell, it is evident that the ends 
will be served so far as safeguarding the 
lock is concerned by placing the bar loose 
from the box in the slot 5 and channel 16; 
also that many other specific forms of 
guarding bar may be used to attain this re 
sult. The construction shown is the best 
which now occurs to me but I do not wish to 
be limited specifically thereto but consider 
myself entitled to all forms of construction 
which fall within the Scope of the appended 
claims defining the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the character described, 

a receptacle having an open side, a door for 
closing said open side, a lock on the rear side 
of the door, and means disposed between Op 
posite sides of the receptacle and held at its 
ends by said sides of the receptacle posi 
tioned to lie directly back of the lock 
when the door is closed and thereby safe 
guard the lock from detachment from the 
door, substantially as described. 

2. In a safety deposit vault having a cell 
for reception of a box, said cell having an 
open front, a door for closing the Said open 
front of the cell, a lock attached to the rear 
side of the door for locking the door in 
closed position, and a bar removably held be 
tween opposite sides of the cell and posi 
tioned directly back of said lock thereby 
safeguarding the lock from detachment from 
the door. 

3. In a safety deposit vault having a cell 
with an open front, a door for closing said 
open front, a lock on the rear side of the 
door for locking the door in closed position, 
a bar adapted to be disposed directly back 
of the lock, and means at opposed sides of 
the cell to hold the bar at its ends against 

inward movement into the cell, Substantially 
as described. 

4. In a safety deposit vault having a cell 
with an open front, a door to close the front 
of the cell, a lock on the rear side of the 
door for locking the same in closed position, 
a bar positioned vertically in the cell directly 
back of the lock, said bar having its lower 
end received in a groove in the lower side 
of the cell and its upper end held against 
rearward movement by means attached to 
the upper side of the cell, substantially as 
described. 

5. in a safety deposit vault having a ceil 
with an open front, a door for closing the 
front of the cell, a lock on the door for lock 
ing the door in closed position, a member 
positioned transversely of the cell and at 
tached to the upper side thereof, and a bar 
iocated directly back of the lock, its upper 
end coming in front of said member, and its 
lower end being received in a groove in the 
lower side of the cell, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

6. In combination, a safety deposit vault 
having a cell with an open front, a box 
located in the cell, a door for closing the 
front of the cell, a lock attached to the back 
of the door for locking the same in closed 
position, a bar pivotally attached to the 
front of the box, said bar being adapted to 
be turned in to vertical or horizontal posi 
tions, and means associated with the upper 
and lower sides of the cell in front of which 
the upper and lower ends of the bar come 
when it is in vertical position directly back 
of the lock, substantially as and for the pur 
poses described. 

7. In combination, a safety deposit vault 
having a cell with an open front, a box 
located in the cell, a bar pivotally attached 
to the front of the box and adapted to be 
turned to vertical position, said lower side 
of the cell having a slot or groove therein 
to receive the lower end of the bar when it 
is in vertical position, and said upper side 
of the cell having a member attached trans 
versely thereof with which the upper end of 
the bar has engagement to prevent inward 
movement thereof when in vertical posi 
tion, a door to close the front of the cell, and 
a lock on the rear side of the door for lock 
ing the door in closed position, said lock 
lying directly in front of the bar when the 
bar is placed vertically and the door is 
closed, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

PETERM. WEGE. 
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