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2 Claims. (C. 220-6) 

This invention relates to a folding metallic case, 
more particularly to a case for use in transporting 
bottles. 

Bottlers of soft drinks, also bottlers of beer and 
ale, usually transport the bottled beverage from 
the plant or bottling establishment to the dealers 
in wooden cases or boxes each customarily holding 
24 bottles. Such cases are rather bulky, heavy, 
and take up considerable Space both in the 
bottlers' Warehouse and when held empty by the 
dealer. Moreover, they are Subject to hard usage 
and must be replaced fairly frequently. 
With these defects of the Wooden case in mind, 

it is an object of our invention to provide a metal 
case for transporting and carrying bottles that is 
light in weight, Sturdy in construction, and that 
can be folded When not in use SO as to Occupy a 
minimum space in Storage. 
The Overal dimensions in Width and length of 

our improved case are Substaintially less than the 
corresponding dimensions of the ordinary Wooden 
case. This, together with the fact that the cases 
are of light weight, permits of more cases, each 
holding the sailine number of bottles as a Wooden 
case, being transported at One time in a truck or 
other vehicle of given size and capacity. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will appear from the following description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying dra W 
ings in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective View of the in proved 
folding case in set-up condition for transporting 
a plurality of bottles or the like; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal Vertical 
section, on an enlarged Scale, taken on the line 
2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse Vertical Sectional VieW, on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. ; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Section through one corner 
of the case on the line 4-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a detailed horizontal sectional view 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the case in knock 
down or unfolded condition; and, 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a clip for holding 
the parts of the case together in knocked down 
condition for Storage. 
The case in its preferred form, as illustrated 

and described herein, is preferably made of alumi 
nun or other suitable lightweight, strong, and 
durable retal. It comprises a Substantially rec 
tangular bottom it, two side walls - , and 
two end walls 2-2. The lower edges of the 
side was are Secured to the bottom by hinges 3 
so that they can be turned or folded inwardly to 
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lie flat on the bottom member, 
2 

The upper edges 
of the side walls may be reinforced with a longi 
tudinal molding or beading 4. 
The end walls 2 are hinged to the bottom 9 

by hinges 5 so that they can be folded outwardly 
flat, as Seen in Fig. 6. Each end wall is provided 
With a hand opening 6, the edges of which may 
be suitably reinforced, and with inwardly extend 
ing flanges at their side edges. The flanges 
are formed With longitudina, Slots 8 of Suitable 
Width to receive the marginal end portions of the 
side Walls, as seen in Fig. 5, when the several 
Walls are in erect position. These flanges may 
conveniently be formed by bending extended por 
tions of the end walls as shown in Fig. 5 or they 
may be made of separate parts suitably joined to 
the end walls. The upper edges of the end walls 
may each be formed with a beading 9 reinforced 
With a neta rod 2. 
The plates of hinges 3 and 5 are fastened 

to their respective parts by rivets 2 or other suit 
able faStenerS. The fanges and the Side Wals 
have registering apertures 22 and 23 through 
Which a pin, SCrew, or the like 24 can be inserted 

25 to secure the walls together in their erect position, 
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at the four corners of the case, as in Fig. 1. 
25 represents a, bottle separator plate of suitable 

size and shape to fit into the case, which plate has 
openings 26 (usually twenty-four arranged in 
four rows of Six each) for receiving the bottles to 
be carried in the case. The plate may be formed 
with downwardly extending rims 2 about its four 
edges, and it is provided at each end with hook 
like element 28. When the case is set-up with its 
Walls in upright, or erect position, the hooks 28 
of the Separator plate are hooked over the lower 
edge of the two hand openings 6-6 to hold the 
plate in position in the case Spaced above the 
botton thereof. 
The case may be provided with one or more 

spring clips 29, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, in order 
to prevent Inisplacement, and to keep the case and 
separator plate together when the case is knocked 
down for storage. 
While we have illustrated and described herein 

a preferred embodiment of the invention, it is to 
be understood that Various inodifications in the 
construction may be made Within the Scope of the 
invention as defined in the claims. 
What We claim is: 
1. A folding metallic case for carrying bottles, 

comprising a, botton member, side walls hinged 
to the bottom member to fold inwardly thereon, 
end was hinged to the bottom member to fold 
flat outwardly thereof, said end members having 



3 
hand holes and having inwardly extending flanges 
at their side edges which flanges have longitudinal 
slots for receiving the marginal edges of the side 
walls to form the corners of the case when the 
walls are in erect position, means for securing the 
walls releasably in such position, and a bottle 
separator plate disposed in the case, said plate 
having hook-like elements at both ends engaging 
over the lower edges of the hand holes So as to 
support the plate spaced above and parallel to the 
bottonnenber. 

2. A folding metallic case for carrying bottles, 
comprising a rectangular bottom member, side 
Walls hinged to the side edges of Said member to 
fold inwardly thereon, end Walls hinged to the end 
edges of the bottom member to fold fiat outwardly 
thereof, said end members having hand holes and 
having inwardly extending flanges at their side 
edges which flanges have longitudinal slots for re 
ceiving the marginal edges of the side walls to : 
form the corners of the case When the Walls are in 
erect position, registering openings through the 
flanges and marginal edges of the side walls, fas 
teners passing through said openings to secure 
the Walls releasably in their erect position, and 
a bottle Separator plate fitting in the case, said 
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plate having means at its ends engaging over the 
lower edge of the hand holes so as to Support the 
plate spaced above and Substantially parallel to 
the bottom member. 
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