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LOUIS SCHNEIDER, OF WILLIAMSPORT, PENNSYLVANIA.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 505,299, dated September 19, 1893.
Application filed Janvary 14, 1893, Serial No. 458,353, (o model.)

To all whom & may concern:

Beitknown thatl, LoUls SCHNEIDER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Williams-
port, in the county of Lycoming and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Keyhole-Guards,
of which the following is a specification.

My improved key-hole guard is adapted to
mateh in the key-hole of any ordinary lock,
and to serve as a conveniently applicable
guard for obstrueting the sight through the

key-hole and for preventing the use of any

key by unauthorized persons. It may apply
on the door of a room or abuilding, either on
the inside or outside thereof. I will describe
it as applied to the inside of a door of an
apartment having an ordinary key-hole ex-
tending through in a straight line. ‘

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification and represent what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

Figure 1 is an elevation partly in vertical
section showing my guard in use. The re-
maining figures are on a largerscale. Tig. 2
i8 a face view with the cover plate removed.
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the key. Figs. 4
and 5 are edge views of the guard. Fig. 6 is
an end elevation of a portion, and Fig. 7 is
an end view of the key. '

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
appear. :

A is the main body of the casing, certain
portions being designated when necessary by
super-numerals, as A’,

B is the covering plate of the case, secured
to the part A by rivets A’, A’, which extend
upward from the body A and are received in
corresponding holes in the cover-plate B, to
strongly hold the cover and maintain the true
positions of the parts.

A?is a nicely cut serew lying horizontally
in the center of the part A, and connected
rigidly thereto by a post A%

G+ is a cone properly tapped and fitted as a
nut on said serew, the small end being toward
the posi A% and the large end being scored,
as indicated by g to receive the wings of a
key and allow it to be turned thereby, as will
appear farther on.

D D are flat levers pivoted on separate riv-

ets A’ A’, and extending outward through
sufficient slots @ a, in the opposite edge of the
casing.

E E are springs secured respectively in the
levers D D, whieh springs acting against a
convenient abutting surface in the casing A,
urge the levers D D fogether.

M is a key having wings M’ M’ on the front
of its tubular shank, adapted to engage in
the scores ¢ g in the nut G and turn it.. A
key-hole o’ is provided in the casing A of
proper form to admit this key. The shank
of the key is of such length and the construc-
tion of the parts in the interior of the lock
are such as to allow this key to be revolved
and to follow the cone G as it is traversed
down the screw by the rotation received
through the key. As it moves its conieal sur-

‘face presses against the adjacent inner edges

of thelevers D D and urges them apart. The
hooks on the levers engage in the interior of
the ordinary lock K, and prevent their re-
moval until my key M shall be again used to
rotate the cone & in the opposite direction,
and allow the levers D to again spring to-
gether, The levers D D should be of ‘suffi-
cient length to extend a sufficient distance
into the lock to prevent the insertion and op-
erating of a keyfrom the opposite side of the
door. It thereforeguards effectually against
the intrusion of parties from without. It is
obvious that my guard may also serve to ob-
struct, though less effectually, the operating
of a key by any unauthorized parties from
the same side to which the guard is applied.
That is to say, if the occupant of a room on
going out, after locking the door, and remov-
ing thekey, inserts this guard, and byits key
M drives the conical nut G forward and ex-
tends the levers D, no one can unlock the
door until the guard is removed. No ordi-
nary intruder would be likely to have the fa-
cilities and skill for introducing wires or other
devices through the key-hole ¢’ and turning
the cone G, which is necessary to remove my
guard before operating the ordinary lock to
open the door. When the proper occupant
of the room returns the key M being inserted
the guard is removed easily. ‘Where, as in
many cases, a key-hole opens only on one side
of the door, the device can still be applied in
that manner.
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Modifications may be made in the details
without departing from the principle or sac-
rifiecing the advantages of the invention. I
can vary the number and arrangement of the
hooks on the levers D. The slight notches d,
which are adapted to engage the casing of the
lock adjacent to the key-hole, may be omit-
ted, or if such notches are employed and en-
gaged reliably with the casing of the lock,
the hooks nearer the ends of the levers may
be omitted. It is important that one or both
of the levers D D shall extend sufficiently in-
ward to prevent the insertion of the ordinary
key or even a skeleton key from the opposite
side of the door. The casing may be made
in more than two parts. The parts may be
secured together by other means than those
shown. The scores in the nut G may bhe va-
ried in size and arrangement, the key being
correspondingly modified, so that the diversi-
ties in the gnards and keys will tend by well-
known principles, to prevent the use of any
but the proper key in removing the guard.

I have shown the nut as of conical shape,
and prefer such, but do not confine the inven-
tion thereto. Itisobvious thatspheroidalor

other forms may be used, taking care to prop-
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erly arrange the adjacent surfaces of the le-
vers to allow the proper action of the nut
thereon.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a key-hole guard, the casing A and
levers D D, adapted to be opened and closed
within the lock and key M controlling such
levers, all arranged for joint operation sub-
stantially as herein specified.

2. In a key-hole guard the casing A, having
a key-hole g, internal fixed serew A% and nut
G fitting thereon, and the levers D D and

‘springs E E on opposite sides of the nut, in

combination with each other and with the key
M and provisions as the wings M’ on the key
and score g on the nut for engaging these
partstoopen and close the levers, all arranged
for joint operation substantially as herein
specified.

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

LOUIS SCHNEIDER.
Witnesses:

F. . McCORMICK,
CARL HERDIC.
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