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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EVA.J.LUNT, of Beverly, 

in the county of Essex and State of Massachu 
setts, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Shoestring-Easteners; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as Will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

shoestring-fasteners, the object being to pro 
vide a simple clasp for holding the ends of a 
knot and preventing them from slipping out 
and untying accidentally; and it consists in 
certain novel features of construction and 
combinations of parts which will hereinafter 
be described, and pointed out in the claim. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure I is 

a view in front elevation, showing my im 
proved fastener applied. Fig. 2 is a detached 
view. Fig. 3 is a modification. 
A represents a wire bent preferably to form 

two pair of spring-jaWS12 and 3 and 4. These 
are in two pairs connected together by con 
necting-bar 5. The extreme ends 6 6 of the 
Wire are bent OutWard Or around to make 
them blunt and to facilitate effecting an en 
trance between the jaws. This fastener thus 
constructed is adapted to receive the knot 
centrally and to have the ends of the knot or 
string forced between the two pairs of spring 
jaws, where the string is held firmly against 
the possibility of Working its way out. The 
Wire A constituting these parts might be va 
riously fastened to the shoe or shoe-tongue, 
at or near the upper end thereof; but pref 
erably a piece of sheet metal B is employed. 
This is folded to form the two parts 10 and 
7 and socket 8, which receives the cross-bar 

4o 5 as a pintle and forms a bearing for it. At 
the extreme end of this plate B the teeth 99 are 

formed for fastening the plate to the tongue 
or any other part of the shoe. In this way 
the fastener is easily attached to a shoe by 
machine or by handlandisfirmly held in place 
thereon. In tying the knot the jaws may be 
swung up out of the way and then down to 
receive the knot. The device is a simple, 
light, and most efficient one and can be made 
and applied at a small expense. 
In the modification the jaws 1, 2, 3, and 4 

are all in the same plane, and instead of the 
metal plate B being used the fastener is at 
tached to the end of the tongue by means of 
a piece of leather doubled or folded, as shown. 
This form is particularly applicable when the 
tongue is shorter than the upper, as is often 
the case. 

It is evident that some slight changes might 
be made in the form and arrangement of the 
several parts described without departing 
from the spirit and scope of my invention, 
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to the 
exact construction herein set forth; but, 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
As an article of manufacture, a shoestring 

fastener comprising a pair of open spring 
hooks having hinged connection. With the ar 
ticle to which they are attached, said hooks 
adapted to receive the ends of a shoestring 
in them and sufficiently separated to have a 
knot formed in the space between them, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing Witnesses. 

EVA. J. LUNT. 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT C. TUNT, 
WILLIAM A. KINLOCH, 
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