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To all whom it may concern: ‘

}3Be it known that I, HEnry L. ForRHAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Port-
land, in the county of Cumberland and State
of - Maine, have invented an Improved
Revolver for Processing Canned Goods;
and I hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of thein-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use' the same.

It is the purpose of my invention to pro-
vide a container or revolver for holding her-
metically sealed.cans while they are being

rocessed in the retort, the said container
eing so constructed and operated as to
cause each can to revolve during the process
and at some point during such revolution of
the can to receive a sudden check by which

“the revolution of the can is suspended thus

agitating the contents.

In the drawing: Figure 1 is an end view of
the container or revolver; Fig. 1* illustrates
a side elevation of my device with parts
broken away; Fig. 2 is a detail” showing
the recess in the rear end of the revolver
for the admission of the shaft; Fig. 3 is a
detail showing the rear wall of the revolver
in cross section and a portion of the shaft
therein; Fig. 4 is a side elevation showing
the rear end of the retort and revolver;
Fig. 5 is an end view of the ordinary retort

. *with the door removed and the revolver
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therein; Fig. 6 is a detail showing the rollers
disposed from side to side of the track.

he retort a is of the ordinary construc-
tion, see Figs. 4 and 5. It is provided at the
side of the front end with the ordinary swing-
ing clamps b, b, by which the door is clamped
in position. At the rear end, the retort is
also provided with a bracket ¢ which sup-
ports in a proper journal the shaft ¢ which
enters the rear end of the retort through
a suitable air tight packing and terminates
in a square or rectangular head. This shaft

'd may be provided, as shown in Fig. 4, with

8 gear ¢, Intermatching the gear 1 upon a
shaft having a pulley 4 which may be belted
to the main or other shaft or various other
means for imparting power to the shaft d
may be used. The bottom of the retort
should be provided at either side with the

. tracks or guides p, p. f,see Fig. 1,is a hol-
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low cylinder of metal, the ends and sides of
which I prefer to perforate with small holes
g, 9. The rear end of the cylinder is cen-

trally provided with a square or rectangular
0£)ening 2 for the reception of the square end
of the shaft d. The front of this cylinder
has a removable cap 10 which may be se-
cured, when desired, to the cylinder by
clamps, locks or other fastening devices.
For the reception and holding of the cans, I
provide pans k, k, the diameters of which are
slightly less than the diameter of the cylin-

der f. Each pan kis provided with concen-

tric circular partition walls b, h. Between
each pair of circular partitions is a partition
3 bisecting the space within such pair placed
diametrically and alternately if preferred. -
The operation of the device is as follows:
The pan k is placed upon its side and nearly,
but never quite, filled with cans ds shown n
Fig. 1, a space being left in each of the com-
partments formed by means of the circular
partitions: b, h, and the transverse pdrtitions
3, 3. When the pans have been thus pro-
vided with cans, they are placed within the
cylinder f until it is filled with pans. The
cap of the cylinder is now placed in position
and secured and the cylinder placed upon a
specially constructed truck m, see Fig. 5.
This truck is provided-with wheels n, n, at
each corner adapted to run in the tracks
p, p, and is also provided with two rollers o,
o, one on each side, see Fig. 5, the axes of
these rollers being at right angles to the axes
of the wheels n, n. I §o not, however, con-
fine myself to a single roller at each side of
the truck, as their number may be increased
so that the cylinder rests upon asuccession of
rollers extending from side to side of the
truck diminishing gradually in diameter to-
wards the center. The truck is now rolled
into the retort, as shown in Fig. 5, upon the

stracks p, p, and when the cylinder.f is com-

pletely within the retort the aperture 2 in the
rear of the cylinder receives the square end of
the shaft d.  The door 11 is now closed in the
ordinary manner and clamped and steam ad-
mitted to the.retort through the pipe 5, see
Fig. 4. Power is applied to the shaft d by
means of the pulley 4, see Fig. 4, which
causes the cylinder f to revolve, the cans be-
ing rotated continuously and receiving from
time to time as they meet the partitions 3, 3,
such arrest of revolution as causes the agita-
tion of the contents.

The cooling of the cans may be effected be-
fore removal from the retort, cold water being
admitted through the pipe 5, and the cylin-
der operated in the same manner as while the
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cans are being processed or, if preferred, the
cylinder f may be removed from the retort
after the processing is accomplished and
placed in a like retort to which cold water
may be admitted and the cylinder f then re-
volved as during the processing of the cans.

What I claim is: -

1. The combination of & retort, a cylinder

- adapted to revolve therein, means for revolv-
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ing said cylinder, a series of pans provided
with circular partitions which in turn are pro-
vided with a transverse partition, all sub-
stantially as described.

2. In an apparatus for processing canned
goods, a cylinder or container a retort, a
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truck adapted to be received therein and hav-

ing rollers on each side of said truck adapted
to receive and support said cylinder or con-
tainer, a series ofp pans within said cylinder
adapted to receive the cans and means where-
by said cylinder may be rotated within said
retort, substantially as described.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have hereunto set my hand

this eleventh day of February, A. D. 1907.
HENRY L. FORHAN.

Signed in presence of—
A. G. McPHERSON,
Gro. E. Birp.
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