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The present invention provides a basic platform/architecture for customer premises equipment (CPE) for use in communications

systems such as satellite communications systems. The present invention provides a CPE (400) which is capable of transferring data to
and from a plurality of different systems having different infrastructures associated therewith. This data is processed to a data form that is
supplied to a multimedia services core processor (404) which is responsible for data, service and network management functions and for
providing a plurality of features such as security and accounting — to name a few. The output of the core processor is supplied, via an
open interface architecture, to one or more of application specific variants (406) for coupling to one or more corresponding user equipment.
Such application specific variants may provide appropriate interface to user equipment such as televisions, personal computers and video
conferencing units.
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