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or letting it drop from the hand, the clamp 
falling to lock it. This controlling of the 
clamp and blind by the tape is important, and 
the lifting-arm I of the clampiessentiallyaids 
to effect such desideratum, for it not only 
materially assists in easily raising the clamp 
and avoids the necessity of the operator ap 
plying his hand to the same to ease or raise 
it for the purpose of winding up the blind 
should the clamp, when otherwise constructed, 
stick or be in such tight lock as to prevent it 
being started or lifted by pulling downward 
on the Itape, but it renders the clamp - and 
blind more positively and easily controllable 
by the cord or tape, and gives: a freedom of 
run to the tape when the clamp is raised. The 
principal ori distinguishing characteristic, 
however, of such clamp is that if it were not 
for this lifting and sustaining arm I one hand 
would be required to hold the drop-clamp in 
its raised position while the blind ran down 
of its own Weight or was controlled by the 
other hand of the operator loosely, holding 
the Itape, Whereas, by this my improvement, 

' one hand suffices, the clamp need inot be 
touched, and consequently is perfectly auto 
matic, and the tape itself in the downward 
run of the blind is made to keep the clamp | 
from falling into lock, and, as the Cordor tape 
is the means forraising the blind, the adjust 
ment of the latter up and down may be read 
ily effected without removing the hand from 

the tape, which is a valuable consideration 
in window-blind arrangements in which the 
blind descends by weight. To change the 
hand from the tape to the drop-clamp or to 
employ both hands to control the Itape and 
drop-clamp to effect the adjustment of the . 
blind is less convenient, and the controlling 
of the blind less perfect. In some cases the 
clamping-leveror drop-clamp, with its lifting 
branch I, may be hung to operate, essentially 
as described, by hinging or pivotingit to the 
window-frame without the employment in 
connection of a clamping-plate, orifa clamp 
ing-plate be used the lip or projection e Onit 
may be dispensed with. 
What is here' claimed as new and useful, 

and desired to be secured by Letters Patent, 
18- • 

The automatic clamp, substantially as de 
scribed, by forming it of a drop-lever pro 
vided with a projecting and controlling lipor 
sustaining branch or arm so arranged as that 
the winding tape or cord may be used to keep 
the clamp from falling intolock in the down 
ward run of the blindl, essentially as herein 
Set forth. . 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name. 

E. M. JUDD 
WitnesSes: 
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