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Lo all awhom it may concern:

Be it known that T, ANNa L. Broptox, o |
citizen of the United States, residing at Mo-
bile, in the county of Mobile and State of
Aabawa, Lave invented a new and useful
Catamenial Garment, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to a garment to be
worn by wonten during the menstrual pe-
riod; and has for its object to provide a sim-
ple garment made of rubber cloth or other
water proof material in flat form and suit-
able contiguration, that when applied to the
body next the skin a perfectly tight cover-
iIng is secuved without opening of any kind
through which the menses may escape and
soil the garments of the wearer, whether she
be standing, sitting, or lying on her face,
back or side.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide elastic and adjustable attachments on
the inner side of the garment at the front
and rear for securing the ends of a napkin
or pad. These fastenings are adjustable
frow the outside both at the front and back
to permit the wearer quickly tightening or
loosening the napkin when ease demands
such change. :

A further object of invention relates to the
weans employed for making the garment
vielding over the hips whereby the comfort ,
of-the wearer is increased. :

With these and other objects in view the |
mvention consists of the various novel com- |
bination, construction and arrangement of
parts heremafter described and definitely !
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure
I is an outside view of the invention opened
out in flat form. Fig. 2 is a view of the in- -
side of the garment opened flat. Fig. 3 is
a frout view of the garment as it appears
when on the body. Fig. 4 is a rear view of
the garment when closed. TFigs. 5 to 10 are
views of various detail parts of the inven-
tion.

Shmilar reference numerals are used for
the same parts in all the figures.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 the numeral 1
indicates a sheet of thin rubber cloth or
other water proof material, cut substantially
iy the form shown from a single piece of
naterial, or of several pieces, the meeting
edges of which are lapped and -united by
cement, as shown in Fig. 8. This form of

“seam is preferable as it is perfectly tight,

while a stitched seam presents innumerable

minute perforations caused by the needle, |

through which the fluid can pass and soil the
wnderclothing of the weaver. The numeral
2 indicates the front portion of the garment
and 3 the rear part, the V-shaped indenta-
tions 4 in the sides separating the front from
the rear portions form the thigh openings,
between which is the narrow crotch part 5.
At the top of the front portion 2, the sheet
1 is curved to fit the waist and is reinforced
on both inner and outer sides by a band 6 of
linen or other textile fabric, a band 7 of
similar material is also attached -to both
sides of the upper end of the back portion 3.
Secured preferably at the left side of the
front portion 2 and forming practically a
continuation of the band 6 is a belt 8, with
a button hole 9 worked in its end, which
when the garment is worn, is passed around
the back of the waist and fastened on a but-
ton 10 at the right side of the front portion.
Any other form of fastening device however
may be substituted.

1t is of course understood that the rubber
coated side of the garment is the inner side

-and presents throughout a smooth unbroken

surface, except at the bands, which permits
thorough and easy cleaning of the soiled sur-
face. The edges of the garment are

- strengthened by turning the material upon

itself in folds 11 on the outer side and con-
necting the edges to the body of the gar-
ment, first inserting in each fold a strip of
tape 12. See Fig. 7. In the folds 18 around
the V-shaped indentations 4 are draw
strings or tapes 14, see Figs. 1, 2 and 9, for
fastening the garment around the thighs,
these are preferably elastic within the folds
with non-elastic outer tape ends, making a
better and more durable fastening than
either tape or elastic material alone, The
elastic portion of the draw tape will yield
to the play of the muscles and will not bind,
while the tape ends are easily, securely and
rapidly tied. Fastened to the front portion
2 are snap buttons 15 to connect with the
snap fastenings 16 on the back portion 3
when the garment is fastened on the body.
The back band 7 has a button hole 17 at one
end and a snap fastening 18 at the other end
to engage respectively, under certain condi-
tions, the button 10 and snap button 19 on

! the front band. Fastened at each end of the
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back band 7 is a plece of tape 7* the two
pieces being sufficiently long to pass around
the waist and be tied in front.

That part of the top of the front portion
2 which covers the hips, has on each side a
V-shaped notch 20 made therein, the edges
of which are turned forwardly over a strip
of tape 21 for stiffening and strengthening
the edges, and cemented. Eyelets 22 are se-
cured in the stiffened edges for a semi-elastic
lacing tape 23 similar to that 14 around the
V-notches 20. On the inner side of the front
portion 3 over the notches 20, see Fig. 5,
V-shaped pieces of rubber cloth 24 plaited,
are cemented to prevent the escape of the

menses. By plaiting the V-shaped pieces 24

they yield readily when the elastic lacings 23

- are stretched.

Near the bottom of the front band 6 in

.the center are fastened two eyelets 25, sepa-

rated a slight distance, through which the
ends of an adjusting tape 26 pass from with-
in outwardly, the loop of the tape hanging
down on the inner side. An elastic sup-
porter 27 is carried by the loop of the tape
26 threaded through eyelet holes 28 in one
end of said supporter. The rear portion 3
of the garment has a similar supporter 27*

“attached to a tape 26° Fach supporter is

formed of a length of elastic material 29
reinforced on each end by a metal tip as
shown, see Figs. 2 and 6. The eyelets 28

hold the upper tip 80 in place, but rivets 31-

are used for securing the lower tip 32 to the
elastic. A safety pin 83 or other suitable
fastening is held by the metal tip. 32 below
the rivets 81. By lengthening or shortening
the loop of either tape 26 or 26* the napkin
connected to the safety pins 33 is easily and
quickly adjusted to suit the wearer. The
ends of the tapes 26 and 26* after being
placed in the eyelets, have tips 35, see Fig.
10, attached to their ends, larger than the
eyelet holes to prevent the tapes being with-
drawn. A .

To use this garment, it is first laid.flat
and the ends of a napkin, pad or other suit-
able article are secured by its ends to the

safety pins on thie front and rear supporters -

27 and 272, Then, holding it by the band 7,
it is suspended in rear of the person and the
tapes 7> brought around the waist to the
front and tied. The corset is then put on,
after which, the front portion 3 is passed
forwardly between the thighs and up to the
waist and there fastened by passing the belt
8 rearwardly avound the waist and fastening
its end by the button 10 on the right side.
The side edges of the back portion are then
brought around to the front, overlapping the
front portion and fastened by the snap
fastenings 15 and 16, thus securing a tight
closure at the sides because of the overlap-
ping edges. The elastic tapes 14 are now
drawn as tightly as desired and tied around
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the thighs, and from the fact that these tapes
are elastic, they may be made tighter than
would be comfortable with non-elastic tapes.
The garment will, therefore, be held so
closely against the thighs that escape of any
discharge past them is impossible. The
front supporter tape 26, or the rear one 26*
or both may be adjusted at this point to fit
the napkin to the body, and the hip tapes
28 regulated to any extent desired.

A garment of this character, worn next

70

the body, provides a thoroughly tight and -

cleanly covering for that part of the person
requiring it during the menstrual period.
When worn, the undergarments cannot be
soiled whatever the position of the body;
soiled napkins can be removed and fresh ones
substituted with great ease and comfort
without removing the garment or soiling the
hands by simply unfastening the front por-
tion- and dropping it, the tapes 7 holding
the garment on the body. Calls of nature
are answered by dropping the garment in
the same manner. When corsets are not
worn the garment may be put on by first
fastening the front portion to the waist with
the belt 8 and then, passing the back part
between the thighs, secure it at the waist
line by means of the button 10 on one side
and the snap fastening 10 on the other. In
this case the garment can be put on after a
woman is completely gowned without re-
moving any of her clothing, simply unbut-
ton or loosen the drawers at the waist and
put it on as above described.

An important advantage derived from
making the garment lat and in a single piece
without openings of any kind through it,
is the ease with which it ecan be' cleaned.

Spread it on a flat surface with the inner-

side upward, loosen the supporting tapes
and throw the supporters out of the way,

and sponge it off. The edges being folded-

over, a smooth surface is presented, and as
all seams are cemented, should there be any,
no corners or joints are formed into which
the discharge can enter. The supporters
cannot escape from the eyelet holes because
of the enlarged tips 35 on the ends of the
tapes.

No laundrying is necessary with this gar-
ment; it is very durable, and little labor and
expense are called for in its manufacture,
there being no sewing except at the bauds.

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secuve by Let-
ters-Patent is:— . _

1. A catamenial garment of the character
described ‘divided at its side edges by inden-
tations into a front portion and a back por-
tion, V-shaped notches near each edge of the
top of the front portion provided with eye-
lets, and elastic laces in said eyelets for clos-
ing said V-shaped notches.

9. A catamenial garment of the character
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described divided at its side edges by inden-

_tations into a front portion and a back por-
‘tion, V-shaped notches near each edge of the
ortion, the edges of said.

top of the front
notches being folded, flexible inelastic strips
in said folds and eyelets inserted therein,

and elastic laces in said eyelets for closing

said V-shaped notches.

3. A catamenial garment of the character
described, divided at its side edges by in-
dentations into a front portion and a back

" portion, V-shaped notches near éach edge of

the top of the front portion provided with

-eyelets, laces in said eyelets for closing the

V-shaped notches, and a piece of water proof 18
material cemented at its edges to the inner
side of said front portion over each of said
notches.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa- 20
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

ANNA L.. BRODTON.

Witnesses:*
Jas. M. WaLKER,
C. E. Dovie.



