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To all whom. it may concern:

Be it known that I, GOTTHELF MARTIN SEI-
DEL, of Easthampton, in the county of Hamp-
shire and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and usefal Improvement in Pic-
ture-Frames, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

The object of the invention is to construct
a frame which may be made of sheet metal

or sheet material of any kind, and in which

the picture, glass, and backing will be firmly
held in their relative positions, and whereby
also the said frame will not only be durable,
economic, and simple, but will effectually
prevent dust or insects from getting between
the frame and the- parts held by the frame
or entering between any of the parts sus-
tainéd by the frame..

The invention consists in the novel con-

struetion and combination of the several

parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar eharacters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1isa rear elevation of theimproved
frame. FKig. 2 is a rear view of one cornér
of the frame, drawn on an enlarged scale. Tig.
3 is a section taken substantially on the line
3 3 of Tig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a vertical section
through aslightly-modified form of the frame.

The top, bottom, and sides A of the frame,

- as ig'particularly shown in Fig. 3, are pref-
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erably made of sheet metal or a like mate-
rial. The lower portion of each section of
the frame is bent upon itself fo produce an
upwardly-extending member 10, which'is at
the back of the body, a horizontal member
11, and a downwardly-extending member 12.
Each section of the frame—that is, the top,
bottom, and sides—is beveled or inclined, so
that the parts may be brought together to
produce a polygonal shape. = At the beveled
portion of each section a rearwardly-extend-
ing flange 13 is formed, the flanges of adjoin-
ing or abutting sections of the frame being
brought together and secured by means of
rivets 14, bolts, or equivalent fastening de-
vices.  The glass 15, the picture 16, and the
backing 17 are brought close together, and
their marginal portions are held tightly with-

in the space between the members 10 and 12
of the rear return portions of the body of the
frame, as illustrated in Fig. 3. The space
between the aforesaid members 10 and 12 is
just sufficient to hold the glass, picture, and
backing firmly and closely together.

In order that the frame may be strength-
éned, each member of the frame is provided
with a reinforcing-strip 18.  These strips are
of angular construction, each comprising a
member which is secured to the back of the
body of the frame, a member which extends
over the horizontal member 11 of the body of

the frame, and a member which extends

across and preferably beyond the down-
wardly-extending rear member 12 of the re-
turn-section of the frame. FEach reinforcing-
strip 18 is provided at its ends with flanges
19, and these flanges, as shown in Figs. 1 and

2, are brought in engagement with the flanges

13 of the body of the frame, and are attached
to the said body-flanges by means of fasten-
ing devices 20 of any desired character.

Under the modified consiruction shown in
Tig. 4 the top, bottom, and sides of the frame
A’ are returned rearwardly at the bottom to
form U-shaped pockets 21. Thereinforcing-
strips 22 are of inverted-U shape, and one
member enters the pockets 21. The glass,
picture, and backing are located between the
rear member of the pockets 21 and the rear
member of the reinforcing-strips 22

As the frame is to be made of metal or simi-
lar material, the usual eye cannot be conven-
iently applied. Therefore openings 23 may

be made in the frame to receive hooks 24 or

like suspension devices.

Having thus deseribed my . 1nvent10n, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A picture- flame the top, bottom and
sides whereof have pockets formed at their
rearlower edges, the body portion of the frame
being bent upon itself to form the front mem-
ber of the pocket the rear member of each
pocket extending downward parallel with the
main or body portion of the frame, which
pockets are adapted to receive and hold a
picture, its glass and its backing, substan-
tially as described.

2. A picture-frame constructed in sections,
each section being bent upon itself at its in-
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ner edge in a manner to form two parallel
members and a connecting member, a picture,
backing and glass being received between
the parallel members of the frame-sections,
flanges formed upon each section at the rear
where the said sections engage, and fasten-
ing devices for the flanges, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

3. A picture-frame constructed in sections,
each section being bent upon itself at its in-
ner edge in a manner to form two parallel
members and aconnecting member, a picture,
backing and glass being received between
the parallel members of the frame-sections,
flanges formed upoun each section at the rear
where the said sections engage, fastening de-
vices for the flanges, and reinforcing-strips
secured to the sections of the frame and ex-
tending over their return portions, covering
the same, as and for the purpose specified.

4. A picture-frame constructed in sections,
each section being bent upon itself at its in-
ner edge in a manner to form two parallel
members and a connecting member, a picture
backing and glass being received between
the parallel members of the frame-sections,
flanges formed upon each section at the rear
where the said sections engage, fastening de-
vices for the flanges, and reinforcing-strips
secured to the sections of the frame and ex-
tending over their return portions, covering
the same, each reinforcing-strip being pro-

vided with a rearwardly-extending flange at
its ends, the flanges of the reinforcing-strips
being secured to the flanges of the main sec-
tion of the frame, as set forth.

5. A picture-frame constructed in sections,
each section being bent at its inner edge to
form a poeket, the body portion of said sec-
tion being returned upon itself to form the
front member of said pocket, the rear mem-
ber of said pocket extending downwardly and
parallel with said returned portion, means
for securing said sections together, and rein-
forecing-strips secured to said sections and
engaging the bent portions of the same, sub-
stantially as set forth,

6. A picture-frame constructed in sections,
each section being bent upon itself at its in-
ner edge and forming two parallel members
and a connecting member, flanges formed
upon each section at the rear and where said
sections engage, fastening devices for said
flanges, and reinforeing-strips secured to said
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sections and engaging the bent portions of 55

the same, each reinforcing-strip being pro-
vided with a rearwardly-extending flange at
its ends, the flanges of the reinforeing-strips
being secured to the flanges of the main sec-
tion of the frame, substantially as set forth. 6o
GOTTHELFEF M. SEIDEL.
Witnesses: .
AUGUST SCHWARZ,
FRrRITZ SEIDEL,
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