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MASSAGE DEVICE.

Application filed Fune 18, 1919, Serial No. 303;843.

To all whom it may concernl - .

Be it known that T, Hareser L. Hoakrp,
a citizen of the United States, and regiding
at Fort Atkinson, in the county of Jefferson
and State of Wisconsin, hiave invented a cer
tain new and useful Improvement in Mas-
sage Devices, and do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, such as will enable persons
skilled ih the art to which the invention pei-
tains to make and use the samié, reference
being had to the drawings héreto attached
for disclosure as to details of conétriiction.

My inivention relates to a massage device.

by means of which the person to be tréated
may readily apply such treatment to himself.
But the invention may be employed with
equal facility, whether the treatmeént be ap-
plied by the patient himself, or by another
person.
"~ The device embodying my invention com-
prises, in one of its forms, a frame adapted
to be taken in the hand of the patient, or of
the operator, and is equipped with suitable
rollers for massaging the parts of the
anatomy of the patient to which it is desired
to apply the treatment.

The frame is composed of a handle or bar,
at each end of which the massage rollers are
journalled in convenient positions for the
application of the desired pressure or knead-
ing action upon the parts to be treated. At
one end of the handle or bar, a pair of
spaced disc rollers is provided for massaging
at one operation the special feeding tissues
that adjoin the spinal cartilages and liga-
ments, so as to stimulate particularly the
restoration of the inter-vertebral disks
wherein lesions have occurred. At the other
end of the handle or bar, a cylindrical roller
of greater bearing surface 1s provided for
general massage purposes, and is designed
for general application to the various por-
tions of the body of the patient.

In another form, the massage device is
constructed of enlarged proportions, and
will be used as hereinafter described.

In the drawings forming part of this
specification,

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
massage device.

Figure 2 is a view in elevation, and

TFigure 3 is an end view in elevation look-
ing from the right in Figure 2, but showing
a modified arrangement of the disc rollers.

Referring to the drawitigs, Figure 1, thie
handle ot bar A, which will be of suecli dize

and. configurdatioh as will endble it to be.

easily and firmly grasped by the hand of
the patient, or other operator, is provided

with forks B and D, 4t its respective énds,

(these forks being offset equal or unéqual

distances from the axial line of the handle.)
In the fork B, dist rollers C, and €/, are

mounted to rotate loosely tpon -a short

shaft ¢. These rollers are spaced apart by’

mgans of an expansion spring C?, and are
capable of lateéral movement as well as free
rotation. The said disc rollers C, C' ave
eSpecidlly designed for massaging the car-
tilagés and higaments at each sidé of the
spindl column. '

Arother roller E, of gréater axial dimlen-
sion§; is jourhalled in the perforatéd- ends

6f this wider forl D; by tidans of pintles e, 1

passed through such perforations and into
the ends of the roller E. This last men-
tioned roller is for general application in
massaging the several parts of the body, in
a manner well known.

While my improved device has been pro-
vided with massage rollers of two constriic-
tions, each of which is designed for the pro-
duction of different effects or results, I

have found that the device is productive o

of beneficial effects by the joint use of both
constructions of rollers, in treating certain
portions of the body. While being used in
1ts entirety, the spaced disc rollers C. C’,
will furrow the flesh in parallel lines, the
pressure also being exerted laterally to the
line of travel of the rollers, and this will
be followed by the pressure of the long
roller E, which is exerted in the direction
of travel of the rollers, These cross-move-
ments of the lines in which the pressure is
applied, are productive of grateful sensa-
tions as well as material benefits to the
patient, the circulation being stimulated
and the muscles strengthened. The massage
device may be freely used while the patient
is in a recumbent position, and with the
same beneficial effects whether standing or
reclining.

The rollers C, C’ and E, may cross a line
parallel to the plane of the handle as in
Fig. 2, or may extend across different par-
allel planes, as in Fig. 3. '

The foregoing description has been di-
rected to a construction best adapted for
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hand manipulation. But I have embodied
my invention in some other forms in which

. the proportions of - the elements constitut-
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ing the device. are enlarged to meet the
needs of particular cases..  For instance, the
device in its larger sizes will be provided
with brackets ¥, attached to the handle or
bar A, which brackets have journalled
therein small rollers G. In such form, the
device will be placed against a wall or the
casing of a door, the rollers (3, being in
engagement therewith. The person desiring
to treat himself, will place his back against

“the device, with the rollers C, C’, in posi-
= tion to .operate on lines adjacent the spinal

column. The larger roller E may rest
against the legs or hips of the person, the
pressure of whose body holds the device
in operative position against the wall or
door casing. - By movement of the arms, so
as to give vertical movement to the device,
the massage rollers are caused to perform
the treatment desired.

‘The bar or handle A may be grasped with
the hands-of the person, and the rollers G,

‘will ride freely over the smooth surface

of the wall or door casing, as the massage

~device is reciprocated -to apply treatment.

The pressure of the body against the rollers

1,501,342

will be such as to render the treatment ef-
fective.

Having thus deseribed my invention,
what I desire to secure by Letters Patent
is—

1. A massage device, comprising a handle
provided with yokes at each end thereof,
massage rollers mounted in the said vokes,
the rollers at one end adapted to exert lat-
eral pressure upon the flesh, a spring sepa-

_rating the said rollers and permitting their

axial movement, and the roller at the other
end adapted to exert pressure in the line of
travel of the rollers.

2. A massage device comprising a handle
provided with a plurality of pivotally
mounted disc rollers at one end thereof,
a spring between the said rollers to separate
them and permit their axial movement. and
a pivotally mounted cylindrical roller at the
other end thereof. _

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name at Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, this 81st
day of May, 1919.

HALBERT 1. HOARD.
Witnesses: :
Karn A. Boxwgrr,
Rure Kress.
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