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Nowadaysitis common practice in surgical 
operations to use wound clasps or So-called 
agraffes to keep the edges of the wounds to 
gether during the healing of the wound, 

5 said clasps being employed either as a sub 
stitute for the thread stitches previously used, 
or, in certain cases, in connection therewith. 
Such wound clasps or agraffes generally 

consist of a thin metal strip formed at each 
10 end into a loop and provided with pins pro 

jecting from the said loops, which pins are 
caused to penetrate into the skin on both 
sides of the cut when the claspis bent about 
the edge of the wound, the clasp being thus 

15 retained over the edge of the wound. 
Asa rule, this Operation does not offer any 

difficulties to an operator accustomed tousing 
the said clasps. On the other hand, diffi 
culties are met with when, after the healing 

20 of the wound, or before, if required, the clasp 
is to beremoved from the edge of the wound. 
The difficulty Substantially lies in removing 
the pins from the wound in such a manner 
as to relieve the patient as far as possible of 

25 annoyance or pain, and so as not to irritate 
or damage the edge of the wound. 
The present invention has for its object to 

obviate the said difficulty and, at the same 
time, to facilitate removal of the clasp from 

30 the edge of the wound by means of ordinary 
simple instruments, such as common forceps, 

or the like, or even by means of the 
ngers of the operator. + 
The invention consists substantially in that 

35 the clasp is provided with projections On the 
outside, which projections are Swung in a di 
rection from each other when the claspis bent 
together over the edge of the wound, where 
as approaching of the said projections to 

40 ward each other will straighten out the clasp 
so that the pins of the same will be removed 
from the edge of the wound. The Said pro 
jections may be situated either close to one 
another or at some distance from each Other, 

45 in which latter case the angle of return of 
the ends of the clasp may be made larger. 
Preferably, the projections may be made in 
tegral with the clasp proper by bending of 
the metal strip forming the clasp. 

50 A. couple of embodiments of a clasp ac 

cording to the invention are shown in the ac 
companying drawing in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, 4 
and 5 respectively. 
This clasp consists, as usually, of a metal 

strip 1 provided with loops2 at the ends, from 55 
which strip the pins 3 are cut out. » 
According to the invention the said strip 

1 is provided on its outside with two pro 
jections 4 formed by double-bending of the 
strip and situated close onto each other ac 
cording to Fig. 1, whereas in the embodi 
ment accordingto Fig. 3 they are located at a. 
certain distance from each other, so that their 
outer ends will be brought further apart than 
in the embodiment according to Fig. 1 when 
the claspis bent together over the edge of the 
wound, as will be seen by a comparison be 
tween Figs. 2 and 4. On account of this it 
will also be possible at the following return 
bending or straightening of the clasptomove 
the pins further apart, which may be of ad 
vantage in certain cases. 
When the claspis bent back by pressing the 

projections 4 together, which may be effected 
by means of common forceps, pincers or the 
like, as previously stated, the pins 3 will be 
moved, simultaneously and uniformly, out 
of contact with the edge of the wound to such 
an extent that the clasp may be removed 
without difficulty. Also, no special skillful 
ness norcare is required in this operation. 

It is obvious, that the clasp may also be 
made out of a suitably bent wire loop or the 
like, without departing from the principle 
of the invention, or, as illustrated in Fig, 5, 
by double-bending a metal strip with the pro 
jections bent outwardly from the upper parts 
of the metal strip. “ 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States of 
America is:– , * 

1. A wound clasp or so-called agraffe con 
sisting of a metal strip or of a suitably bent 
wire loop or the like which is provided at the 
ends with pins adapted to be introduced into 
the skin when the claspis closed over the edge 
of the wound, characterized by the clasp being 
provided on the outside with projections ar 
ranged in such a manner that the latter will 
beswung in a direction from each other when 100 
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the claspis closed over the edge of the wound, 
whereas approaching of the said projections 
towards each other will straighten out the 
clasp so that the pins of the same will be 

| 5 removed from the edge of the wound. 
2. A wound clasp according to claim 1, 

characterized by the projections arranged on 
the outside of the clasp being located close 
beside each Other. ‚ ‚ ... “ 

10 3: A wound clasp according to claim 1, 
characterized by the projections arranged on 
the outside of the clasp being made integral 
with the clasp proper. 

Intestimony, whereof I affix my signature. 
15 AD0LF CLAÉSSEBASTIAN von WACHENFELDT. 
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