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This Internaticnal Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-3, 7, 9-12, 15-22, 25-45, 65, 70, 87-01

(claim 3 has been understood as depending on claim 2 so that
there is antecedent basis for the attachment portion and the
bore and each attachment portion has been understood as
having a threaded inner surface defining the respective
bore)A fixation device according to claim 2, wherein each
attachment portion has a threaded inner surface defining the
respective bore for receiving corresponding threaded
portions of the joining element (claim 3), for solving the
problem of allowing the plates to be more precisely
angularly oriented with respect to each other (since the
threaded connections allow a finer angular adjustment).

2. claims: 4, 5

(cTaim 4 has been understood as depending on claim 2 so that
there is antecedent basis for the attachment portion and the
bore and each attachment portion has been understood as
having an unthreaded inner surface defining the respective
bore; claim 5 has been understood as depending on claim 4 so
that there is antecedent basis for the bore and the outer
surface)A fixation device according to claim 2, wherein each
attachment portion has an unthreaded inner surface defining
the respective bore for receiving unthreaded portions of the
joining element {claim 4), for solving the problem of
allowing the plates to be oriented with respect to each
other without providing distraction, that is, uncoupling
angular orientation from distraction.

3. claim: 6

A fixation device according to claim 1, wherein the joining
element is configured as a rivet {claim 6), for solving the
problem of providing a more secure means for attaching the
joining element to the footplates.

4. claims: 8, 13

A fixation device according to claim 1, wherein the joining
element further comprises an expanded portion (claim 8) or

the device further comprises a pair of spacers (claim 13),

for solving the problem of Timiting the minimum separation

between the footplates.

5. claim: 14

A fixation device according to claim 1, wherein the joining
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element is integrally formed with one of the footplates
(claim 14), for solving the problem of providing a more
simple and robust fixation device.

6. claims: 23, 24

A fixation device according to claim 19, wherein the sleeve
is externally threaded {claim 23), for solving the problem
of assuring proper fit and alignment of the distractor in a
patient prior to final installation.

7. claims: 46-56

A fixation device according to claim 17, wherein the hinge
further comprises two rotatable hinge members attached to
the first footplate and to the actuator, respectively,
(claim 48), for solving the problem of allowing the relative
angular orientation of the two footplates be more accurately
adjusted.

8. claims: 57-63

A fixation device according to claim 17, wherein the hinge
further comprises a pin insertable into the inner bore of a
collet member (claim 57), for solving the problem of
selectively locking the first footplate to the actuator.

9. claims: 64, 65

A fixation device according to claim 17, wherein the hinge
further comprises a pin insertable into the first footplate
and the first footplate attachment portion (claim 64), for
solving the problem of allowing an easier angular adjustment
of the footplates relative to one another.

10, claims: 66-68

A fixation device according to claim 17, further comprising
a retention mechanism (claim 66), for solving the problem of
allowing rotation of the first footplate just in one
direction.
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