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(57) ABSTRACT 
An inkjet printer for depositing drops from a plurality 
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of jet drop streams on a print receiving medium includes 
a print head means for generating a plurality of jet drop 
streams arranged in a row, with each stream directed at 
the print receiving medium. A means is provided for 
selectively charging drops in the jet drop streams. A 
catcher means extends along the row of jet drop streams 
for catching deflected drops. The catcher means is elec 
trically conductive and is maintained at a predeter 
mined electrical potential. A deflection electrode 
means, comprising a strip of electrically resistive mate 
rial, extends along the row of jet drop sreans on the 
opposite side of the row from the catcher means. First 
and second electrical deflection potentials are applied to 
opposite ends of the strip of electrically resistive mate 
rial, whereby a deflection field between the deflection 
electrode means and the catcher means is created, with 
the strength of the field along the row of jet drop 
streams being substantially uniform. Uniformity is ob 
tained by selecting the first and second electrical deflec 
tion potentials to compensate for variations in the dis 
tance between the catcher means and the deflection 
electrode means along the row of jet drop streams. 

12 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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NKJET PRENTER HAVING IMPROVEO 
DEFLECTION ELECTRODE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to ink jet 
printers and, more particularly, to a deflection electrode 
arrangement for an inkjet printer which provides for 
correction of any misalignment between the deflection 
electrode and the drop catchers. 
As shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,701,998, issued Oct. 31, 

1972, to Mathis, inkjet printers of the type to which the 
present invention is directed include a print head which 
generates a plurality of jet drop streams which are di 
rected at a print receiving medium. The jet drop 
streams are arranged in one or more rows. Deflection 
electrodes are positioned adjacent each of the jet drop 
streams for selectively charging drops in the streams. 
The drop streams thereafter pass through an electrical 
deflection field which separates the drops into two or 
more sets of drop trajectories. As shown in the Mathis 
patent, the deflection fields for a two-row printer may 
be produced by positioning a deflection electrode be 
tween the rows of jet drop streams and supplying a 
deflection potential to the electrode, which potential 
tends to deflect charged drops in the streams outward, 
away from the electrode. Electrically grounded drop 
catchers are positioned outwardly from the drop 
streams such that charged drops are deflected to the 
catchers and are thereby prevented from striking the 
print receiving medium. As shown in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,085,409, issued Apr. 18, 1978, to Suresh C. Paranjpe, 
by selectively applying a plurality of charge levels to 
the drops in the jet drop streams, the drops may be 
deflected in each stream sufficiently such that they 
strike the catcher, or deflected to a lesser degree, such 
that they strike the print receiving medium at various 
ones of a number of print positions. Prior art deflection 
electrodes, such as shown in the Mathis patent, typi 
cally comprise a thin strip or ribbon of electrically con 
ductive material, such as stainless steel. With such de 
flection electrodes, the deflection potential presented 
by the electrode is substantially constant along the 
length of the electrode. 
The deflection field experienced by each of the drops 

in the jet drop streams is a function of the voltage differ 
ential between the deflection electrode and a catcher 
and also of the spacing between the electrode and the 
catcher, since E = V/d, where E is electrical field 
strength, V is potential differential, and d is the spacing 
between the deflection electrode and the catcher. In 
order for charged drops in the jet drop streams to be 
deflected outwardly by a uniform deflection distance, 
the electric deflection field must be uniform along the 
row of jet drop streams. As a consequence, great care 
has been taken to assure that the deflection electrode 
and each of the catchers are properly aligned and that 
the spacing between the deflection electrode and each 
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catcher is accurate and uniform along the entire row of 60 
jet drop streams. Thus extreme care has been necessi 
tated in positioning and aligning the catchers with re 
spect to the deflection electrode after servicing of a 
printer. 

It is seen, therefore, that there is a need for an inkjet 
printer in which alignment between the deflection elec 
trode and the catchers is not critical to proper deflec 
tion of charged drops in the jet drop streams. 

65 

2 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An inkjet printer for depositing drops from a plural 
ity of jet drop streams on a print receiving medium 
includes a print head means for generating a plurality of 
jet drop streams arranged in a row, with each such 
stream directed at the print receiving medium. A means 
is provided for selectively charging drops in the jet 
drop streams. A catcher means extends along the row of 
jet drop streams for catching drops deflected thereto. 
The catcher means is electrically conductive and is 
maintained at a predetermined electrical potential. A 
deflection electrode means extends along the row of jet 
drop streams on the opposite side of the row from the 
catcher means. The deflection electrode means pro 
duces an electrical deflection field extending between 
the catcher means and the deflection electrode means. 
A means is provided for applying a deflection potential 
to the deflection electrode means which is variable 
along the length of the deflection electrode means, 
whereby the deflection potential along the deflection 
electrode means may be selected to compensate for 
variations in the displacement between the deflection 
electrode means and the catcher means along the row of 
jet drop streams. 
The deflection electrode means may comprise a strip 

of electrically resistive material having a substantially 
uniform electrical resistance per unit length. The means 
for applying a deflection potential to the deflection 
electrode means comprises means for applying first and 
second electrical deflection potentials to opposite ends 
of the strip of electrically resistive material. The first 
and second electrical deflection potentials may be inde 
pendently adjustable. 
The strip of electrically resistive material may be 

coated with a layer of electrically insulating material 
along the surface thereof adjacent the row of jet drop 
streams, whereby any deposition of drops thereon does 
not affect the electrical resistance of the strip. 
Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 

to provide an inkjet printer incorporating a deflection 
electrode and at least one catcher for creating a deflec 
tion field through which drops from a row of jet drop 
streams pass; to provide such a printer in which charged 
drops are directed toward the catcher; to provide such 
a printer in which the deflection electrode is formed of 
an electrically resistive material and is connected at 
each end thereof to independently adjustable deflection 
potentials; and to provide such a printer in which the 
deflection potentials may be adjusted in order to com 
pensate for misalignment of the deflection electrode and 
an adjacent catcher. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

apparent from the following description, the accompa 
nying drawings and the appended claims. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of an inkjet 
printer constructed according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of the deflection elec 

trode and catchers, as seen from above, with the deflec 
tion electrode in section; and 

FIG. 3 is a view, similar to FIG. 2, illustrating the 
manner in which the deflection electrode arrangement 
of the present invention provides a substantially uni 
form electrical deflection field. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Reference is now made to FIG. 1 which illustrates an 
inkjet printer for depositing ink drops on a print receiv 
ing medium, such as moving paper web 10. A print head 
means 12 generates a plurality of jet drop streams which 
are arranged in a pair of parallel rows. Each such stream 
is directed at the print receiving medium 10. The vari 
ous elements of the print head means 12 are assembled 
for support by a support bar 13, Assembly thereto is 
accomplished by attaching the elements by means of 
machine screws (not shown) to a clamp bar 14 which is 
in turn connected to the support bar 12 by means of 
clamp rods 16. 
An orifice plate 18 is soldered, welded, or otherwise 

bonded to fluid supply manifold 20 with a pair of 
wedge-shaped acoustical dampers 22 therebetween. 
Orifice plate 18 is preferably formed of a relatively stiff 
material, such as stainless steel or nickel coated beryli 
um-copper, but is relatively thin to provide the required 
flexibility for stimulation of the jet drop streams. 

Orifice plate 18 defines two parallel rows of orifices 
26 through which the ink supplied to the fluid reservoir 
27 in manifold 20 passes. Orifice plate 18 is stimulated 
by stimulator 28 which is threaded into clamp bar 14 to 
carry a stimulation probe 30 through the manifold 20 
into direct contact with plate 18. Orifice plate 18, mani 
fold 20, clamp bar 14, and filter plate 32 comprise a 
clean package which is preassembled and kept closed to 
prevent dirt or foreign material from reaching and clog 
ging orifices 26. Service connections for the print head 
means include conduit 40 for flushing the reservoir 27, 
as well as fluid supply tube 42, air exhaust and inlet 
tubes 44 and 46, and tube 48 for connection to a pressure 
transducer (not shown), 
A means for selectively charging drops in the jet drop 

streams emerging through orifices 26 comprises a 
charge ring plate 50 and electrical connector 52 which 
mates with receptacles 54. Although only one such 
connector 52 is illustrated, it will be appreciated that 
additional connectors are provided for each of the re 
ceptacles 54. Conductors 56 on charge ring plate 50 
provide electrical connection between connectors 52 
and the charge rings 58 which line openings in plate 50 
align with orifices 26. Each of the drop streams passes 
through a charge ring such that drops formed in the 
vicinity of the charge rings 58 are selectively charged 
by the charge potentials on the charge rings. Charge 
potentials are supplied via connectors 52 from a charge 
signal source, such as a computer or optical scanning 
device. Reference is made to the Mathis patent for a 
more detailed description of the print head means 10 
and the means for selectively charging drops in the jet 
drop streams. 
A catcher means including a pair of drop catchers 60 

extends along the rows of jet drop streams. The drop 
catchers 60 are spaced outwardly from the rows of jet 
drop streams and are provided for catching drops de 
flected thereto. The catchers 60 are electrically conduc 
tive and are maintained at a predetermined electrical 
potential by electrical conductors 62. The predeter 
mined potential may be selected as ground potential. 
Catchers 60 may typically take the form illustrated in 
greater detail in the cited Mathis patent. 
A deflection electrode means 64 extends between the 

rows of jet drop streams and is provided for producing 
electrical deflection fields which extend between the 
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deflection electrode means 64 and each of the pair of 
drop catchers 60. As described more completely below, 
the deflection electrode means includes first and second 
parallel electrodes 66 and 68, with each of the elec 
trodes being positioned adjacent a respective one of the 
pair of parallel rows of jet drop streams. A means for 
applying deflection potentials to the first and second 
parallel electrodes 66 and 68, which potentials are vari 
able along the length of electrodes 66 and 68, as de 
scribed below, may comprise voltage sources W1, W2, 
V3, and V4 (FIG. 2), which are electrically connected 
to electrodes 66 and 68 by means of electrical conduc 
tors 70, 72, 74, and 76. 

Catchers 60 are positioned outwardly of the rows of 
15 jet drop streams and are supported by holders 78 which 
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are fastened directly to fluid supply manifold 20 by 
means of spacers (not shown) which extend through 
apertures 80 and 82 in charge ring plate 50. Deflection 
electrode means 64 is also supported by holders 78 such 
that it extends longitudinally between catchers 60. 

Catchers 60 are laterally adjustable relative to deflec 
tion electrode means 64. This adjustability is accom 
plished by assembling the printer with catchers 60 rest 
ing in slots 80 of holders 78. Catchers 60 are urged 
inward by means of a pair of elastic bands 82. Adjusting 
blocks 84 are inserted through openings 86 to bear 
against faces 88 of catchers 60. Adjusting screws 90 
drive adjusting blocks 84 and catchers 60 outwardly 
against elastic bands 82. Holders 78 are made of insula 
tive material which may, for example, be any available 
reinforced plastic board. 
Each of the holders 78 defined a generally triangular 

recess 92 into which mating deflection electrode means 
end portions 94 are received for positioning the deflec 
tion electrode means 64 properly between the catchers 
60. End portions 94 are formed of conductive material 
and are attached to an electrically conductive shield 96 
extending between the first and second parallel elec 
trodes 66 and 68. Conductors 98 are connected to end 
portions 94 and provide a means for grounding the 
shield 96. 

Reference is now made to FIGS. 2 and 3, which 
illustrate the deflection electrode means 64 in greater 
detail and the manner in which the defiection electrode 
means provides for uniform electrical deflection fields 
along the rows of jet drop streams. One of the rows of 
streams 100 is illustrated diagrammatically in FIG, 3. 
During assembly of the printer it may happen that one 
or both of the catchers 60 are not properly positioned 
parallel to the deflection electrode means 64 as shown 
diagrammatically by the dashed lines. If the deflection 
potential along the electrode is constant along its 
length, such a misalignment of the opposing catcher 60 
results in a variation in the deflection field along the 
row of jet drop streams 100. The deflection field be 
tween properly aligned electrode 66 and catcher 60 is 
defined by: 
E=W/d, where E = deflection field, 
V= voltage differential between deflection electrode 

66 and catcher 60, and 
d=distance between deflection electrode 66 and 

catcher 60, 
If the distanced at a given point along the row is greater 
than the nominal distance between a properly aligned 
catcher and deflection electrode, the field at that point 
will be 
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where Ad is the incremental increase in the distance 
between the catcher and the deflection electrode. 

In order to increase the field at this point to the desired 
level E, the potential between the deflection electrode 
and the catcher is increased by AV, such that 

Therefore, 

V(1-- AW/V)/d(1 + Ad/d)= V/d 

Consequently, 

AV= Ad/d 

Thus, an increase in the distance between the deflection 
electrode and the catcher at a specific point may be 
compensated by a proportionate increase in the deflec 
tion potential at that point. 

This compensation technique may be implemented by 
the deflection electrode arrangement illustrated in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. The electrodes 66 comprises a strip of 
electrically resistive material which may provide a uni 
form electrical resistance per unit length. First and 
second independently adjustable electrical deflection 
potentials V and V3 are applied to opposite ends of the 
strip of electrically resistive material 66. By adjusting 
the potentials V1 and V3 to produce uniform deflection 
fields at the ends of the electrodes 66, a uniform deflec 
tion field is produced along the entire length of the row 
of jet drop streams 100, since the deflection potential 
presented along electrode 66 will vary uniformly from a 
value of V at its upper end to a value of V3 at its lower 
end, in correspondence with the variation of the dis 
placement differential d. 
By making the deflection potentials V, V2, V3, and 

V4 independently adjustable, errors in the position of 
each of the catchers 60 may be compensated on both 
sides of the deflection electrode means. Thus, in FIG. 2, 
deflection potential V3 would be substantially greater 
than deflection potential V, while deflection potential 
V2 would be substantially greater than deflection poten 
tial V4. In order to ensure that the deflection field pro 
duced by one of the electrodes 66 and 68 does not influ 
ence the deflection field produced by the other of the 
electrodes, the grounded electrically conductive shield 
96 is positioned between the electrodes 66 and 68. Non 
conductive insulating material 102 is sandwiched be 
tween electrodes 66 and 68 and shield 96 to prevent 
grounded shield 96 from shorting out the electrodes. 
Additionally, layers 104 of insulating material may be 
coated onto the outer surfaces of the electrodes 66 and 
68 to prevent drops of conductive ink which may strike 
the deflection electrode means 64 from shorting out any 
portions of the electrodes 66 and 68. 

For clarity of illustration, catchers 60 are shown as 
grossly misaligned. Since the positional errors which 
occur in positioning the catchers 60 are relatively small, 
the differences between potentials V1 and V3 are be 
tween potentials V2 and V4 are relatively small. As a 
consequence, the fields created parallel to the deflection 
electrodes by virtue of the differing potential levels 
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6 
along the electrodes are extremely small and have a 
negligible effect upon the trajectories of the drops. 
While the form of apparatus herein described consti 

tutes a preferred embodiment of the invention, it is to be 
understood that the invention is not limited to this pre 
cise form of apparatus, and that changes may be made 
therein without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An inkjet printer for depositing drops from a plu 

rality of jet drop streams on a print receiving medium, 
comprising: 

print head means for generating a plurality of jet drop 
streams arranged in a row, each such stream di 
rected at said print receiving medium, 

means for selectively charging drops in said jet drop 
streams, 

catcher means extending along said row of jet drop 
streams for catching drops deflected thereto, said 
catcher means being electrically conductive and 
maintained at a predetermined electrical potential, 

deflection electrode means extending along said row 
of jet drop streams on the opposite side of said row 
from aid catcher means, said deflection electrode 
means comprising a strip of electrically resistive 
material, and 

means for applying first and second electrical deflec 
tion potentials to the opposite ends of said strip of 
electrically resistive material, whereby a deflection 
field between said deflection electrode means and 
said catcher means is created with the strength of 
said field along said row of jet drop streams being 
substantially uniform by selecting said first and 
second electrical deflection potentials to compen 
sate for variations in the distance between said 
catcher means and said deflection electrode means 
along said row of jet drop streams. 

2. The inkjet printer of claim 1 in which said first and 
second electrical deflection potentials are indepen 
dently adjustable. 

3. The inkjet printer of claim 1 in which said strip of 
electrically resistive material is coated with a layer of 
electrically insulating material along the surface thereof 
adjacent said row of jet drop streams, whereby any 
deposition of drops thereon does not affect the resis 
tance of said strip. 

4. The inkjet printer of claim 1 in which said strip of 
electrically resistive material has a substantially uniform 
electrical resistance per unit length. 

5. An inkjet printer for depositing drops from a plu 
rality of jet drop streams on a print receiving medium, 
comprising, 

print head means for generating a plurality of jet drop 
streams arranged in a row, each such stream di 
rected at said print receiving medium, 

means for selectively charging drops in said jet drop 
streams, 

catcher means extending along said row of jet drop 
streams for catching drops deflected thereto, said 
catcher means being electrically conductive and 
maintained at a predetermined electrical potential, 

deflection electrode means, extending along said row 
of jet drop streams on the opposite side of said row 
from said catcher means, for producing an electri 
cal deflection field extending between said catcher 
means and said deflection electrode means, and 

means for applying a deflection potential to said de 
flection electrode means which is variable along 
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the length of said deflection electrode means, 
whereby the deflection potential along said deflec 
tion electrode means may be selected to compen 
sate for variations in the displacement between said 
deflection electrode means and said catcher means 
along said row of jet drop streams. 

6. The inkjet printer of claim 5 in which said deflec 
tion electrode means comprises a strip of electrically 
resistive material and in which said means for applying 
a deflection potential to said deflection electrode means 
comprises means for applying first and second electrical 
deflection potentials to opposite ends of said strip of 
electrically resistive material. 

7. The inkjet printer of claim 6 in which said first and 
second electrical deflection potentials are indepen 
dently adjustable. 

8. An inkjet printer for depositing drops from a plu 
rality of jet drop streams on a print receiving medium, 
comprising, 

print head means for generating a plurality of jet drop 
streams arranged in a pair of parallel rows, each 
such stream directed at said parint receiving me 
dium, 

means for selectively charging drops in said jet drop 
streams, 

catcher means, including a pair of catchers, extending 
along said rows of jet drop streams and spaced 
outwardly therefrom, for catching drops deflected 
to said drop catchers, said drop catchers being 
electrically conductive and maintained at a prede 
termined electrical potential, 

deflection electrode means extending between said 
rows of jet drop streams, for producing electrical 
deflection fields extending between said deflection 
electrode means and each of said pair of drop 
catchers, said deflection electrode means including 
first and second parallel electrodes, said electrodes 
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each positioned adjacent a respective one of said 
pair of parallel rows of jet drop streams, and 

means for applying deflection potentials to said first 
and second parallel electrodes which are variable 
along the length of said first and second parallel 
electrodes, whereby the deflection potential along 
said first and second parallel electrodes may be 
selected to compensate for variations in the spacing 
between said first and second parallel electrodes 
and said pair of drop catchers along said rows of jet 
drop streams. 

9. The inkjet printer of claim 8 in which said first and 
second parallel electrodes each comprise a strip of elec 
trically resistive material and in which said means for 
applying deflection potentials to said first and second 
parallel electrodes comprises means for applying first 
and second electrical deflection potentials to opposite 
ends of said first electrode, and means for applying third 
and fourth electrical deflection potentials to opposite 
ends of said second electrode. 

10. The inkjet printer of claim 9 in which said first, 
second, third, and fourth electrical deflection potentials 
are independently adjustable. 

11. The inkjet printer of claim 8 in which said deflec 
tion electrode means further comprises electrical insula 
tor means positioned between said first and second par 
allel electrodes and providing electrical insulation 
therebetween. 

12. The inkjet printer of claim 11 in which said de 
flection electrode means further comprises an electri 
cally conductive shield extending between said first and 
second parallel electrodes and means grounding said 
shield, whereby said first and second parallel electrodes 
each produce a deflection field affecting only one of 
said pair of parallel rows of jet drop streams. 


