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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELIZABETH. E. VAN 

WLECK, of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, 
and State. of Illinois, have invented a certain 
surgical apparatus--a Breast-Supporter and 
Abdominal Bandage-of which the following 
is a specification : 
The first part of my invention relates to the 

combination and manufacture of a support 
for the breasts, of good heavy lilien fabric, in 
such maller as to be perfectly fitting to the 
body, the object of this part of my invention 
being to furnish an apparatus which will give 
a grateful support to large and relaxed breasts, 
and prevents engorgement of the breasts and 
its consequences. 
The second part of my invention relates to 

the combination and manufacture of an ab 
dominal bandage, of good linen fabric, with 
rubber gussets in the bottom of the front part 
of said apparatus, cut to be perfectly fitting 
to the body, the object of this part of lny in. 
vention being to furnish an abdominal band 
age, to obviate the tendency to syncope and 
stasis of the fluids in the abdomen, and to 
furnish pressure and support where it is most 
needed to maintain the parts in the best pos 
sible condition for those necessary physio 
logical changes in the uterus which always 
follow gestation, and to prevent and restore 
displacement and subin volution of the uterus, 
and to prevent engorgement of the uterus 
walls, and the dilatation of the cavity of this 
viscus and other similar female difficulties, 
and to diminish the after-pains, and compress 
the whole subumbilical region equally; also, 
for the further purpose of furnishing a coln 
venient and easy way of keeping napkins in 
proper place in case of floodiug. 
A is a front view of the apparatus repre 

sented as a whole, with the exception of the 
napkin-balnd. B is a back view of the appa 
ratus, represented as a whole, except the nap 
kin-band, which appears broken off just below 
the place of its attachment to the body of the 
apparatus at C. C is the napkin-band, or 
that part of the apparatus used for holding 
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napkins in proper place, represented as a 
whole, with a small piece of the body of the 
apparatus broken off with it, to show the point 
of attachinent. 
The apparatus is made of two thicknesses 

of good linen fabric or other similar material. 
It is cut and made as shown in the alluexed 
drawing, and may be of different sizes to fit 
all patients. The front is divided by a hori 
Zontal slit into two parts, both of them but 
toning down the center. The upper one is cut 
to conform to the bust. 
The apparatus is worn when lying down by 

lying-in women, and as the breasts contract 
the buttons are set back, so as to keep the sup 
porter always fitting to the form. Straps at 
tached to the back pass over the shoulders 
and buttou to the upper corners of the front. 
The lower part of the apparatus, A, forms 

an abdominal bandage. It is inade with elas 
tic rubber gussets at a, fron four to six in nun 
ber, as may be required. These give the 
proper slape to the bottom of the abdominal 
bandage, and enable it to adapt itself to the 
hips and thighs. One side is made with two 
rows of button-holes, for the purpose of allow 
ing the bandage to be lapped over and but 
toiled, as shown by the accompanying draw 
ing, when the abdomen contracts. 
The napkill-bald C is made of the same ma 

terial as the body of the apparatus, and is 
attached to the botton of the back. It is 
drawn under between the thighs, and buttons 
to two lower buttons in front. 

I claim as my invention 
The combination of the breast-supporter and 

abdominal bandage, when joined behind and 
at the sides, but divided in front, and con 
structed with the elastic gussets a, band C, 
extra row of button-holes for enlarging the 
bandage, and the shoulder-straps, substan 
tially as described, and for the purposes set 
forth. 

ELIZABETH E. WAN WILECK. 
Witnesses: 

TRUMAN W. BROPHY, 
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