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---abb-Ha 

To all whom it may concern : 
Beit known that I, GEORGE R.LUGAs, of Manns 

ville, county of Jefferson, and State of New York, haye 
invented certain new and useful improvements in Shift 
ing Carriage-Tops; and Idohereby declare that thefol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of the same 
reference being had to the accompanying drawing, and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, making part of 
this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the shifting top. 
Figure 2 is a section of the top seat on the line a-a, 

fig. l. 
figure 3 is a top view of the carriage-seat frame. 
Figure 4 is a side view bf the arms of the top. 
Figure 5 is a sectional view on the line y-y, fig. 3. 
In shifting-top carriages as hieretofore constructed, 

great inconvenience has been folt on account of the 
irons or rails, which of necessity remain attached to 
the seat after the top has been removed, these irons 
or rails being always in the Way. 
By my invention, Ido away with all these, and when 

the top is taken of you have an open carriage, as free 
as if it had originally been constructed without a top, 
while at the same time any top-carriage now in use 
can, with very little expense, be easily converted into 
an open. One. . - 
My invention also enables any one to change, in a 

much shorter time, a top-carriage into an open one, 
without the use of any tools whatever, and the same 
cushions which are now used with the top-carriage can 
be used with the open one. . 
The top which i attach to the carriage is much 

stronger and more durable than any one now in use, 
and, by its peculiar construction, prevents all noise, 
wear, or rattle of the same while in motion, and on 
account of its simplicity of construction it is very diffi 
cult to get out of order. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make and use 

my invention, I will now proceed to describe its con 
struction and operation. 

A is the frame of the carriage-seat, which is con 
structed with an open rectangular centre, into which 
fits the bottom of the shifting top. 
B is the bottom or seat of the shifting top, to which 

are securely attached all the rods necessary for support 
ing the covering of the top. 
On the under side of the seat B, I atttach two but 

tons or catches, OC, by means of a pin, c, provided 
at one end with a head and at the other with screw 
threads and a nut. 
These buttons project a sufficient distance beyond 

the front and back of the seat B, to enable it to be 
securely fastened to the bottom of the seat-frame of 
the carriage. 
The operation is as follows: 
To take off the top, turn the buttons or catches O 

C until their ends do not project beyond the front or 
back of the seat B, and raise the top from the seat 
frame A and you have a no-top carriage. 
To replace the top, you have simply to turn the but 

tons or catches OO until they are parallel with the 
sides of the frame-seat B, and the top is securely fast 
ened on, 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim therein as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States, is 
A shifting carriage-top, when the base, B, of the 

same is flush with the frame of the carriage-seat when 
inserted, and is firmly held in position by means of 
the buttons C C on its under side, each of the same. 
having a double bearing, substantially as described, as 
and for the purpose specified. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to 

this specification, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

GEO. R. LUCAS. L. s.) 
Witnesses: 

N. G. BAKER, 
WM. M. WARDWELL. 

  

  

  


