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(57) ABSTRACT 

A curtain airbag capable for preventing occupant ejection 
from a vehicle, particularly in the vicinity of a rearmost seat, 
while reducing the output required of an inflator associated 
with the airbag. The curtain airbag is stored at an upper 
position on a side surface portion of the occupant compart 
ment of the vehicle, so as to be inflated and deployed along the 
side Surface portion. The curtain airbag includes an inflation 
region and a wide portion in the form of non-inflatable cloth. 
The wide portion is attached to a rear edge portion of the 
inflation region and also attached to at least one point of the 
vehicle rearward of a front-side pillar, the front-side pillar 
being located forward of rearmost side window. The wide 
portion has a shape that allows it to be strained, by the inflated 
and deployed inflation region, into a generally planar con 
figuration over an assumed Strike area of the rearmost side 
window. 

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 1(A) 

FIG. 1 (B) 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 4 
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1. 

CURTANARBAG 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a curtain airbag which is 

inflated and deployed along a side Surface portion in an occu 
pant compartment of a vehicle to protect an occupant in the 
event of a vehicle side impact crash or rollover (overturn). 

2. Description of the Related Technology 
In recent years, high levels of safety performance have 

been required of vehicles, and this tendency is common to 
countries around the world. At present, in each country in the 
world, vehicles are mostly standard-equipped with airbags as 
vehicle safety devices. Business companies involved in the 
development of vehicles have taken up “a further safety 
improvement’ as an important theme in their development 
and, following this theme, new airbags are continually being 
developed. 

Standards for evaluating vehicle safety differ from country 
to country, and each business company performs develop 
ment such that its products can meet evaluation standards in 
many countries. For example, in the United States, which has 
the largest number of automobiles in the world, FMVSS 
(Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards) are issued by the 
NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration). 
At present, in a Notice for Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for 
FMVSS planned to be issued by the NHTSA in future, the 
requirement of “reducing the probability of occupant ejection 
from a vehicle through a side window using an ejection miti 
gation system in the event of a side impact crash or rollover 
(overturn) is proposed (FMVSS 226). The requirement can 
be met by providing a curtain airbag as a device intended to 
reduce ejection from a vehicle, which forms the ejection 
mitigation system. 
A curtain airbag is an airbag disposed above a door so as to 

be inflated and deployed along vehicle side windows, upon 
the occurrence of an impact, to protect an occupant. When 
inflated and deployed, a typical curtain airbag is designed to 
have a pressure duration longer than that of a front airbag or 
the like. This is longer duration is needed because, if a roll 
over occurs Subsequently to a side impact crash, the time 
during which an impact may occur is long. Thus, the curtain 
airbag is intended to restrain an occupant by retaining the 
inflated state thereofduring the time of a rollover and prevent 
ejection from a vehicle. 

To ensure the Successful prevention of occupant ejection 
from a vehicle described above, the curtain airbag needs to be 
inflated and deployed while covering each of a plurality of 
side windows present in a side surface portion of the vehicle. 
For example, the curtain airbag described in Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-Open No. 2007-237864 is disposed in a 
3-row-seat vehicle, and capable of covering even a fixed-type 
side window (so-called quarter window) lateral to a third-row 
Seat. 

However, to inflate a large-capacity airbag which covers 
even a portion lateral to a third-row seat such as the curtain 
airbag described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open 
No. 2007-237864, a high-output gas generator (inflator) is 
needed. In general, as represented by the third-row seat and 
the quarter window that are described above, a side window 
lateral to a rearmost seat mostly has a shape different from 
those of the other side windows forward thereof and an area 
smaller than those thereof. If an inflation region is excessively 
expanded so as to reach Such a side window, the output of the 
inflator may need to be increased, resulting in increased 
manufacturing costs. 
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2 
SUMMARY 

In view of the above, the present invention provides a 
curtain airbag capable of providing improved performance to 
prevent occupant ejection from a vehicle, particularly in the 
vicinity of a rearmost seat, while Suppressing the output 
required of an inflator. 
To achieve the foregoing, a typical structure of a curtain 

airbag, according to the present invention, is a curtain airbag 
stored at an upper position on a side surface portion in a 
vehicle compartment so as to be inflated and deployed along 
the side Surface portion. The curtain airbag includes: an infla 
tion region, which receives a gas for inflation and deploy 
ment, to be inflated over and forward of a front-side pillar that 
is protruded forward of a rearmost window located lateral to 
a rearmost seat and inward of the rearmost window on a 
vehicle interior side; and a wide portion, in the form of cloth 
that is not inflated, attached to a rear edge portion of the 
inflation region while also being attached at least one point of 
the vehicle on a rearward side of the front-side pillar. The 
wide portion has a shape that allows it to be strained, by the 
inflated and deployed inflation region, into a generally planar 
configuration over an assumed strike area of the rearmost 
window, which is presumed to be struck by an occupant. 

In accordance with this arrangement, when the inflation 
region is inflated and deployed, the wide portion located at the 
rear end thereof receives tension (tensile force) toward the 
middle of the vehicle so as to be strained into a generally 
planar configuration. The “shape' of the wide portion men 
tioned above means a shape in which Such tension as to thus 
bring the wide portion into the generally planar configuration 
is applied. In other words, if the size of the wide portion is 
reduced to be not larger than a predetermined size. Such a 
shape can be achieved. Since the presumed strike area of the 
rearmost window is covered with the wide portion strained 
into the generally planar configuration, in accordance with 
the foregoing structure, it is possible to prevent occupant 
ejection from the vehicle through the rearmost window with 
out using the inflation region. Therefore, it is not necessary to 
increase the capacity of the inflation region, and it is possible 
to suppress the output required of the inflator. 
The front-side and rear-side attachment positions of the 

foregoing wide portion are the positions protruded inward of 
the rearmost window on the vehicle interior side when the 
curtain airbag is inflated. Accordingly, the wide portion is 
allowed to be strained at a position away from the rearmost 
window, i.e., a position closer to the occupant, and cover the 
rearmost window. In this manner, the wide portion can 
promptly receive the occupant of the rearmost seat and reduce 
the amount of movement thereof from the seating position. 
Therefore, in the event of a rollover, it is possible to improve 
the performance ability to prevent the occupant from being 
ejected from the vehicle. 

Preferably, the curtain airbag described above further 
includes: a tab for fixing an upper portion of the rear edge 
portion of the inflation region to a portion above the front-side 
pillar. In accordance with the arrangement, when the inflation 
region is inflated and deployed, a vicinity of the rear edge 
portion thereof is reliably superimposed on the front-side 
pillar. Therefore, it is possible to strain the wide portion 
attached to the rear edge portion at a position further away 
from the rearmost window. 

According to the present invention, it is possible to provide 
a curtain airbag capable of providing an improved perfor 
mance ability to prevent occupant ejection from the vehicle 
particularly in the vicinity of the rearmost seat, while Sup 
pressing the output required of an inflator. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1(A) and 1(B) are views each illustrating a curtain 
airbag according to the present invention, prior to and after 
deployment, respectively; 

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating the curtain airbag of FIG. 1(B) 
in a deployed State; 

FIG.3 is a partially enlarged view of a portion of the airbag 
seen in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view generally taken 
along line A-A in FIG. 1 (B); and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view generally taken 
along line B-B in FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings, preferred 
embodiments of the present invention will be described in 
detail. Dimensions, materials, other specific numerical val 
ues, and the like shown in Such embodiments, are only shown 
illustratively, for easier understanding of the invention and 
not for limiting the present invention, unless particularly 
specified otherwise. Note that, in the present specification and 
drawings, components having Substantially the same func 
tions and structures are designated by the same reference 
numerals and a repeated description thereof is omitted. 
Accordingly features seen in one figure or embodiment are 
deemed applicable to other figures and embodiment, unless 
indicated to the contrary. As for components not directly 
related to the present invention, the depiction thereof is omit 
ted. 

FIGS. 1A and 1B are views each illustrating a curtain 
airbag according to the present invention, of which FIG. 1A 
illustrates the curtain airbag (hereinbelow referred to as “air 
bag 100') when it is undeployed and FIG. 1B illustrates the 
airbag 100 when it is deployed. A description will be given 
below with reference to the curtain airbag for the right side 
surface of a vehicle 102, as shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B, but a 
curtain airbag for the left side surface thereof also has a 
structure similar and symmetrical thereto. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1A, the airbag 100 includes an infla 

tor 104 which is a gas generating device. The airbag 100 
receives a gas for inflation and deployment (hereinafter sim 
ply referred to as “gas') supplied from the inflator 104 so as 
to be inflated to protect an occupant. In particular, the airbag 
100 according to the present invention is capable of providing 
an improved performance ability to prevent occupant ejection 
from the vehicle in the vicinity of a rearmost seat, while 
Suppressing the output required of the inflator 104 in Such an 
arrangement. 
The airbag 100 is attached in a rolled-up state as shown in 

FIG. 1A or in a folded state (not shown) to a roofside rail 106 
(in the figure, illustrated by the imaginary line) located and 
stored in an upper portion of a side Surface portion in an 
occupant compartment of a vehicle 102. Typically, the roof 
side rail 106 is covered with a roof trim, and invisible from 
inside the occupant compartment. 
The airbag 100 is formed into a bag-like shape by sewing a 

base fabric, forming the Surface thereof, in an outside-in state 
or by performing weaving using OPW (One-Piece Woven). 

In the present embodiment, as a vehicle in which the airbag 
100 is implemented, the vehicle 102 has 3-row seats (front 
seat 108, rear seat 110, and rearmost seat 112, shown in order 
from the vehicle front side). In the side surface portion of the 
vehicle 102, a plurality of side windows (side windows 114 
and 116 and rearmost side window 118 shown in order from 
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4 
the vehicle front side) are disposed. In the vehicle compart 
ment, the rearmost window 118 is located lateral to the rear 
most seat 112. 

In the front and rear direction of each of the side windows, 
a plurality of pillars (posts) Supporting the roof (top) are 
connected, which are called an A-pillar 120, a B-pillar 122, a 
C-pillar (front-side pillar 124 described later), and a D-pillar 
(rear-side pillar 126 described later), proceeding from the 
front to the rear side of the vehicle 102. 
When the vehicle 102 is involved in a side impact crash or 

rollover (turnover), following the sensing of an impact by a 
sensor (not shown) provided in the vehicle 102, an ignition 
signal is transmitted first to the inflator 104. Then, the ignition 
powder of the inflator 104 burns and the resulting gas is 
supplied to the airbag 100. On receiving the gas from the 
inflator 104, the airbag 100 is downwardly inflated and 
deployed along the side Surfaceportion (the side windows) of 
the occupant compartment, as illustrated in FIG. 1B, to pro 
tect an occupant. 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal, sectional view illustrating the 
curtain airbag of FIG. 1B in the deployed state. FIG. 2 illus 
trates the airbag 100 in a state where the occupant compart 
ment side thereof is made partially transparent or shown cut 
away. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, the airbag 100 includes an inflation 

region 130 which is inflated when the vehicle 102 is involved 
in a crash or rollover, and a non-inflation region 132 (shown 
by cross-hatching in the figure), which is not inflated and 
defines the boundary of the inflation region 130. The inflation 
region 130 is partitioned into a plurality of chambers by the 
non-inflation region 132. The chambers are portions which 
come in direct contact with an occupant in the event of an 
emergency such as a crash. 
Of the plurality of chambers, a rear chamber 134 is dis 

posed at the rear end of the airbag 100 in the front-to-rear 
direction of the vehicle. As illustrated in FIG. 1B, the rear 
chamber 134 is inflated and deployed at a position substan 
tially just beside the rear seat 110. Since the rear chamber 134 
is inflated and deployed to a position closest to the occupant 
of the rear seat 110, the prevention of ejection of the occupant 
of the rear seat 110 from the vehicle is achieved by the rear 
chamber 134. It will be appreciated that the chambers (their 
reference numerals are omitted) located immediately forward 
of the rear chamber 134 are also effective in preventing the 
occupant of the rear seat 110 from being ejected from the 
vehicle. 
The upper edge of the airbag 100 is provided with a plu 

rality of tabs (such as a tab 136) as attachment members. The 
tab 136 is a belt-like member used to attach the airbag 100 to 
the vehicle 102. The tab 136 is provided with a bolt hole 138 
through which a bolt is inserted for fastening to the vehicle 
102. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1B, in the airbag 100, the chambers 

are neither inflated nor deployed to a position lateral to the 
rearmost seat 112, but instead a wide portion 140 is deployed. 
The wide portion 140 is a portion intended to prevent the 
occupant of the rearmost seat 112 from being ejected from the 
vehicle through the rearmost window 118. As illustrated in 
FIG. 2, the wide portion 140 is attached to a rear edge portion 
142 of the rear chamber 134 (or the inflation region 130). The 
wide portion 140 is in the form of wide cloth, and is not 
inflated, but rather is strained into a generally planar configu 
ration to restrain the occupant. 

In the present embodiment, the wide portion 140 has a 
generally triangular shape. The side of the wide portion 140 
toward the front of the vehicle 102 is attached to the rear edge 
portion 142 of the rear chamber 134. The upper side of the 
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wide portion 140 is along the roofside rail 106 or the rear-side 
pillar 126 (see FIG. 1B). Rearwardly of the upper side, a tab 
144 is provided and attached to the rear-side pillar 126. The 
rear-side pillar 126 is a portion located rearward of the rear 
most window 118 and protrudes inward of the rearmost win 
dow 118 toward the vehicle interior side (see FIG. 4). Note 
that the wide portion 140 may also be attached directly to the 
rear-side pillar 126 without using the tab 144. 
The wide portion 140 has a shape sized to be strained into 

a generally planar configuration by the airbag 100 when the 
airbag 100 has been inflated and deployed. That is, the shape 
of the wide portion 140 is provided so as to have a size not 
larger than a predetermined size Such that tension to bring the 
wide portion 140 into the generally planar configuration is 
applied from the air bag 100 when the airbag 100 has been 
inflated and deployed toward the interior of the vehicle. In 
other words, if the size of the wide portion 140 is reduced to 
be not larger than the predetermined size. Such a shape can be 
achieved. In the present embodiment, by forming the wide 
portion 140 in the shape of the foregoing size, as illustrated in 
FIG. 1B, the wide portion 140 is strained into the generally 
planar configuration capable of covering an presumed Strike 
area E (see FIG. 3) of the rearmost window 118, which is 
further described below. 

FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged view of FIG. 2. As illustrated 
in FIG. 3, to allow the wide portion 140 to prevent occupant 
ejection from the vehicle through the rearmost window 118, it 
is sufficient, for a region produced in the wide portion 140 that 
is strained into the generally planarconfiguration, to cover the 
surface area of the rearmost window 118 through which the 
head portion of the occupant may be exposed to the outside of 
the vehicle, i.e., the assumed strike area E. The assumed strike 
area E means an area assumed to be struck by the occupants 
head portion in the event of a side impact crash, which has 
been determined according to FMVSS (Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards). The Ejection impactor is defined 
by the Ejection mitigation test device specifications in section 
7 in FMVSS226. The Target locations are defined by the 
Determination of impact target locations in section 5.2 in 
FMVSS226. In particular, the assumed strike area E is 
defined as the area where the Ejection impactor has the poten 
tial to go through the window in the ejection mitigation test. 
Normally, at the time of a side impact crash test based on 
FMVSS, an impactor as a test device is caused to strike the 
assumed Strike area E to test the safety performance of a 
safety device Such as a curtain airbag. 

In the present embodiment, the wide portion 140 is 
attached to an upper portion of the rear-side pillar 126 by 
means of the tab 144, but it is not limited thereto. It is suffi 
cient if the wide portion 140 is attached at least one point to 
the vehicle 102 on the rearward side of the front-side pillar 
124. The point serves as an apex, when the region that is 
strained into the generally planar configuration while cover 
ing at least the assumed Strike area E is produced between the 
rear edge portion 142 of the rear chamber 134 and the rear 
side pillar 126. Thus, it is not necessary for the entire wide 
portion 140 to cover the rearmost window 118 and, if the 
region that is strained into the generally planar configuration 
can cover the assumed Strike area E, the position of attach 
ment to the rear-side pillar 126 may be changed appropriately. 
The wide portion 140 is sufficient if it covers the main region 
of the assumed Strike area E, and need not necessarily cover 
the entire assumed Strike area E. 

In the present embodiment, the wide portion 140 is 
designed to have a generally triangular shape. In other words, 
the generally triangular shape is a generally triangular shape 
in which both the upper and lower ends of the portion attached 
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6 
to the rear edge portion 142 of the inflation region 130 are 
connected by Substantially straight lines to the point at which 
the wide portion 140 is attached to the rear-side pillar 126. 
With such a shape, when the inflation region 130 is deployed, 
the wide portion 140 can be deployed into the planar configu 
ration with no slack. However, it is also possible to provide 
any additional shape around the generally triangular shape 
brought into the planar configuration to increase the area of 
the entire wide portion. This is because, even when the area is 
increased, the function of the triangular region of being 
strained into the planar configuration over the assumed Strike 
area E is not lost. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic A-A cross-sectional view of FIG.1B. 
As illustrated in FIG. 4, in the airbag 100, the wide portion 
140 is attached to the rear edge portion 142 of the rear cham 
ber 134. The behavior of the airbag 100 when it is deployed 
differs depending on the size thereof or the position of attach 
ment to the roofside rail 106, but it is provided that, when the 
airbag 100 is inflated and deployed from the rolled-up state, 
the rear edge portion 142 moves forward from the initial 
position thereof. In that case, the shape of the wide portion 
140 is set smaller than the dimension from the position of 
attachment (tab 144) on the rear-side pillar 126 to the position 
to which the rear edge portion 142 will move through the 
inflation and deployment of the inflation region 130. That is, 
the shape of the wide portion 140 is small enough to inhibit 
the rear edge portion 142 from moving fully forward toward 
a position it would otherwise achieve absent the wide portion 
140. Consequently, after the inflation and deployment, the 
wide portion 140 is strained into the generally planarconfigu 
ration in such a manner as to be pulled toward the front of the 
vehicle by the rear edge portion 142. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, above the upper portion of the rear 

edge portion 142 of the rear chamber 134 to which the front 
side of the wide portion 140 is attached, the tab 136 is pro 
vided. As illustrated in FIG. 1A, the tab 136 is fixed to a 
portion above the front-side pillar 124. The front-side pillar 
124 is located forward of the rearmost window 118 and pro 
trudes inward of the rearmost window 118 toward the interior 
of the vehicle, as illustrated in FIG. 4. As a result, the rear 
chamber 134 (inflation region 130) is inflated over and for 
ward of the front-side pillar 124 so that the vicinity of the 
rear-edge portion 142 is reliably Superimposed on the front 
side pillar 124. After the inflation and deployment of the 
airbag 100, the wide portion 140 is strained between the 
rear-side pillar 126 protruded inward of the rearmost window 
118 on the vehicle interior side and the rear edge portion 142 
of the rear chamber 134 similarly protruded inward of the 
rearmost window 118 on the vehicle interior side, to assume 
a generally planar attitude (see FIG. 5). 

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view generally taken 
along line B-B of FIG. 4. By setting the front-side and rear 
side attachment positions of the wide portion 140 at locations 
inwardly protruded on the vehicle interior side, the wide 
portion 140 covers the rearmost window 118 at a position 
inwardly away from the rearmost window 118 on the vehicle 
interior side, i.e., at a position closer to the occupant, as 
illustrated in FIG.5. This allows the wide portion 140 to meet, 
e.g., the rules of FMVSS and promptly receive the occupant 
of the rearmost seat 112 to allow a reduction in the amount of 
movement thereoffrom the seating position. Therefore, in the 
event of a rollover, it is possible to improve the performance 
ability to prevent the occupant from being ejected from the 
vehicle. 
As described above, according to the airbag 100, it is 

possible to prevent occupant ejection from the vehicle 
through the rearmost window 118 using the wide portion 140, 
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not the chambers (inflation region 130). Therefore, the capac 
ity of the inflation region 130 need not be increased so as to 
reach the rearmost window 118, and thus the output required 
of the inflator 104 can be suppressed. 

Note that, in the present embodiment, the airbag 100 is 
implemented in the vehicle 102 having the 3-row seats, but 
the vehicles in which the airbag 100 can be implemented is 
not limited to vehicles with 3-row seats. The technology 
according to the present invention is also applicable to a 
vehicle having another window rearward of the window 
located lateral to the rearmost seat. In addition, the target side 
window for which the wide portion 104 is intended to prevent 
occupant ejection from the vehicle therethrough can have any 
shape. 

Although the preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion has been described heretofore with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, the embodiments described herein 
above are preferred examples of the present invention, and 
embodiments other than these can also be implemented or 
carried out in various methods. The present invention is not 
limited to the shapes, sizes, configurations, arrangements, 
and the like of components shown in detail in the accompa 
nying drawings unless particularly stated in this specification 
that the present invention is limited thereto. The expressions 
and terms used in this specification are intended for explana 
tory purposes, and not limited thereto unless particularly 
stated that they are limited. 

Therefore, it is obvious that those skilled in the art can 
devise various changes or modifications within a scope stated 
in claims, and it should be naturally understood that these 
changes or modifications also belong to the technical scope of 
the present invention. 

In the foregoing embodiments, the description has been 
given to the example in which the curtain airbag according to 
the present invention is applied to automobiles. However, the 
curtain airbag according to the present invention is also appli 
cable to aircraft, ships, and the like besides automobiles, and 
the same function/effect can be obtained. 

The present invention can be used as a curtain airbag which 
is inflated and deployed along a side Surface portion in a 
vehicle compartment to protect an occupant in the event of a 
vehicle side impact crash or rollover (turnover). 
What is claimed is: 
1. A curtain airbag stored at an upper position on a side 

Surface portion in an occupant compartment of a vehicle and 
configured to be inflated and deployed along the side Surface 
portion, the curtain airbag comprising: 

an inflation region having an upper edge and a rearmost 
inflation chamber that has a rear edge portion protruding 
inward of a rearmost side window of the vehicle, a 
portion of the upper edge is located along the rearmost 
inflation chamber and is attached to the vehicle by a tab 
immediately above a front-side pillar forming a rear 
most attachment of the rearmost inflation chamber close 
to the rear edge portion, the rearmost inflation chamber 
being configured to receive a gas for inflation and 
deployment so as to be inflated over and forward of the 
front-side pillar which is located forward and inward of 
the rearmost side window that is lateral to a rearmost 
seat; and 

a wide portion in the form of cloth which is not inflated, the 
wide portion is connected to the rear edge portion of the 
rearmost inflation chamber and is attached to the vehicle 
by a rear side attachment toward a rearward side of the 
rearmost side window, the rear side attachment defines a 
rearmost point of attachment of the curtain airbag to the 
vehicle, the rear side attachment is located at a position 
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8 
protruded inward of the rearmost side window of the 
vehicle, the rear side attachment is provided along an 
upper edge of the wide portion, the rear edgeportion and 
the wide portion are provided at a location between the 
rear side attachment and the tab, the wide portion is 
unattached to the vehicle between the rear side attach 
ment and the rear edge portion of the rearmost inflation 
chamber over the rearmost side window, wherein 

the wide portion has a dimension and a shape as to allow it 
to be strained, by the inflated and deployed inflation 
region, into a generally planar configuration over an 
assumed strike area of the rearmost side window which 
is assumed to be struck by an occupant, the dimension of 
the wide portion in a non-inflated state of the curtain 
airbag is Smaller than a dimension from the rear side 
attachment to a location where the rear edge portion of 
the rearmost inflation chamber would move absent the 
wide portion. 

2. The curtain airbag according to claim 1 wherein the wide 
portion is generally triangular in shape. 

3. In a vehicle having an upper position on a side surface 
portion of an occupant compartment of the vehicle, the 
vehicle having a rearmost seat and a rearmost side window 
located laterally from the rearmost seat, the vehicle also hav 
ing a front-side pillar located forward of the rearmost side 
window and a rear-side pillar located rearward of the rear 
most side window, a curtain airbag configured to be inflated 
and deployed along the side surface portion, the curtain air 
bag comprising: 

an inflation region configured to receive a gas for inflation 
and deployment so as to be inflated over and forward of 
the front-side pillar and inward of the rearmost side 
window toward the occupant compartment of the 
vehicle, the inflation region having a rearmost inflation 
chamber being attached to the vehicle along an upper 
edge of the rearmost inflation chamber by a first tab 
located immediately above the front-side pillar and pro 
truding inwardly of the rearmost side window the first 
tab forming a rearmost attachment of the rearmost infla 
tion chamber, and 

a wide portion in the form of non-inflatable cloth, the wide 
portion being connected to a rear edge portion of the 
rearmost inflation chamber, the wide portion being 
attached to the vehicle toward a rearward side of the 
rearmost side window by a rear side attachment that is in 
the form of a second tab defining a rearmost point of 
attachment for the curtain airbag to the vehicle, the rear 
side attachment being provided along an upper edge of 
the wide portion, the rear side attachment being located 
at a position protruded inward of the rearmost side win 
dow of the vehicle, the rear edge portion and the wide 
portion being provided at a location between the rear 
side attachment and the first tab, the upper edge of the 
wide portion being unattached to the vehicle between 
the rear side attachment and the rear edge portion of the 
rearmost inflation chamber over the rearmost side win 
dow, wherein the wide portion has a dimension and a 
shape restricting forward movement of the rear edge 
portion of the rearmost inflation chamber when inflated 
and deployed, the dimension of the wide portion in a 
non-inflation state of the curtain airbag being Smaller 
than a dimension from the rear side attachment to a 
location where the rear edge portion of the rearmost 
inflation chamber would move absent the wide portion 
Such that the wide portion is strained into a generally 
planar configuration over a presumed strike area of the 
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rearmost side window which is presumed to be struck by 
an occupant during a rollover of the vehicle. 

4. The curtain airbag according to claim 3, wherein the 
wide portion is generally triangular in shape. 

5. A curtain airbag comprising: 
an inflation region configured to receive a gas for inflation 

and deployment so as to be inflated in an occupant com 
partment of a vehicle over a side window thereof, the 
inflation region having a plurality of inflatable chambers 
including a rearmost inflation chamber defining a rear 
edge portion, the rear edge portion being located per 
pendicularly to an attachment portion provided along an 
upper edge of the rearmost inflation chamber close to the 
rear edge portion and for attaching the curtain airbag 
immediately above a front-side pillar of the vehicle, the 
attachment portion forming a rearmost attachment of the 
rearmost inflation chamber immediately above the 
front-side pillar, the attachment portion including a tab 
extending therefrom; and 

a non-inflatable wide portion, the wide portion being in the 
form of a panel and being connected to the rear edge 
portion of the rearmost inflation chamber, the wide por 
tion also having along an upper edge thereof a rear side 
attachment configured to be an only point of attachment 
of the wide portion to the vehicle and being generally 
provided on an end of the wide portion opposite of the 
rear edgeportion and located inward of the rearmost side 
window, the curtain airbag configured to be unattached 
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to the vehicle between the rear edge portion of the rear 
most inflation chamber and the rear side attachment over 
the rearmost side window; and 

whereby when the rearmost inflation chamber is inflated 
and deployed, absent the wide portion the rear edge 
portion is configured to be deployed in the forward 
direction by a dimension that is greater than a dimension 
of the wide portion in a non-inflated state of the curtain 
airbag from the rear side attachment to the rear edge 
portion of the rearmost inflation chamber, and the rear 
edge portion, wherein the wide portion is strained into a 
generally planar configuration over a presumed strike 
area of the rearmost side window which is presumed to 
be struck by an occupant during a rollover of the vehicle. 

6. The curtain airbag according to claim 5, wherein the 
attachment portion is located generally adjacent to the rear 
edge portion of the rearmost inflation chamber. 

7. The curtain airbag according to claim 5, wherein the 
wide portion is generally triangular in shape. 

8. The curtain airbag according to claim 5 wherein the 
rearmost inflation chamber is configured to inflate over and 
forward of the front-side pillar protruding inward of the rear 
most side window toward the interior of the vehicle, after 
inflation and deployment of the curtain airbag, the wide por 
tion being strained between a rear side pillar protruding 
inward from the rearmost side window on the interior side and 
the rear edge portion of the rearmost inflation chamber. 
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