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Application filed Taly 28, 1804,

To all whom it may coneeri::

Be it known that I, GEORGE M. FADNER, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Portable Car-Seat Bridges;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear,and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the'accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. '

- This invention relates to improvements in
portable devices for bridging over the space'
between two adjacent seats of a railway car
or similar veliicle; so as' to render the same
available as a couch upon which thetraveler
may comfortably recline.

The object of the invention is‘to provide a
device of the character referred to, which is
capable of ‘being readily collapsed or folded
into convenient formfor transportation:asor-
dinary hand baggage, and by the employment
of which a traveler will be enabled to rest
comfortably in' an’ ordinary passenger car
when the superior accommodations of asleep-
ing car are, for any reason, denied him.

Theinvention'consists in'the mattersherein
referred to; and’ particalarly pointed out id
thé appended clainis.’

A bridgingdévice embodying myinvention®
comprises in its’construction a body portion,
the length or width of which'is sibstantially
equal tothe distance’ between the adjacent
seat frames of arailway cat, and whieh is‘pro-:
vided'at its opposite edges with means for én-
gaging the'side rails of the seat frames, or is
otherwise adapted to rest upon-the same, in
sueh manner‘that it will be firmly supported’
between the ‘seats, preferably with ifs upper
surface substantially on a level with thesur-
face of the seat cushion,so that it'will co-op-
erate therewith in' forming-a comfortable
couch.

In one approved form’ in which'my inven-
tion may be practically'embodied;constrict
the body portion of the bridge intwo sections
which have hinged or flexible connection with:
eath'other and may befolded together in'com-
pact shape for transportation. Preferably,
and in the instance illustrated, each of -said
sections is made in the formof a hollow cas-
ing, so that when folded together they consti-
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tute a receptacle within which may be packed
such saitable articles as the traveler desires
to carry with him. Obviously, when con-
stroeted in this form;thedeviee becomes prac-
tically a hand satchel or bag, which,in its gen-
eral features, does not differ greatly from the
usual articles of that nature. A bag of this
character is made of suitable dimensions to
properly span the-distance between two adja-
cent seats, and is herein shown asprovided
with'extensible parts which are normally re-
tracted within the bag;butareadapted, when
extended, to securely engage the seat frames
soas tosupport the satchel between them, in
the' manner suggested.’

My invention will be fully understood from
the foregoing statement, taken in connection
with'the following. description of -one practi-
cal embodiment thereof, which is illustrated
in'the accompanyingdrawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional side elevation of two
adjacent car seats with my improved bridging

device placed between them. Fig. 2 is a top

plan: view thereof. Tig. 3 is.a perspective
view of a hand satchel or bag, constructed in
accordance with myinvention,and adapted to
be supported between the seats, in the man-
ner shown'in Figs.1-and 2.

In said drawings A- designates the frame
work:of two adjacent seats of a railway car
or' similar vehicle; and A" A’ the pivotally
secired reversible -backs -thereof, which are
herein shownasturned in a usual manner to
make the two seatsface edch other.

A? A? designate the seat eushions; and ¢ a
tho'side bars or rails-of theseat frames upon
which said cushions are supported.

The particular construction of the seat is;
of course;immaterial, and has nothing to do
with my:invention. .

B designates a hand'satchel constracted in
aceordance with' my invention, and adapted
to form a bridge between the seats A'A; as
shown in Figs: 1 and 2. Said satehel com-
prises two similar sections B” B* which have
hinged or flexible connection with each other,
and are herein shown left open on their inner
faces, so that when folded together for trans-
portation they constitute a‘closed receptacle
within which the traveler’s belongings may
be packed, in the usual manner.

The length of the sections B’ B?is made
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substantially equal to the distance between
the adjacent rails a a of the two seats, and
they are provided with extensible parts or
lugs b which, when extended, project beyond
5 the ends of the sections and are adapted to
rest upon the upper faces of the seat rails o
@. Said extensible parts b are herein shown
as made in the form of simple sliding bolts,
mounted within clips ' which are secured to
ro the inner faces of the top and bottom walls
B3 B* of the sections. The outer ends of the
bolts b enter suitable apertures b?in the end
walls B° of the sections, and by sliding the
bolts endwise within their clips b’ they may
15 be made to project throngh the apertures b?
a sufficient distance to secure a firm bearing
on the top of the rails a.

The bolts b are preferably located at such
a distance from the back walls B of the sec-
20 tions, that when the satchel is placed in po-
sition between the seats with its bolts ex-
tended and resting npon the side rails there-
of, its side walls B® will be supported at sub-
stantially thelevel of the seat cushions A2 A%
25 Accordingly they are in this instance shown
as located on the top and bottom walls B2 B3
about midway of the width of the same, the
depth of the sections being in this instance
considerably greater than the depth of the
30 seat cushions A® A% If, however, the depth
of the sections B’ B* were made substantially
equal to that of said cushions the bolts b
would have to be placed closely adjacent to
the inner or open face of the sections. Pro-
35 jecting knobs or thumb pieces b® on the bolts
b enable the latter to be projected or retracted
as desired, and the frictional engagement be-
tween the bolts and their supporting clips 0’
normally maintains them in any position in
4o which they may be placed. Obviously, how-
ever, a spring or other locking device for
maintaining the bolts projected or retracted

may be provided, if found necessary.
It is, of course, desirable that the bridge
45 formed by the satchel B should be nearly as
long as the seats A A, in order that there may
be no unoccupied space at the ends of the
latter. To accomplish this without the use
of a satchel of unwieldy dimensions, the sec-
5o tions B’ B instead of being directly connected
by a hinged joint asin the ordinary construec-
tion, are in this instance connected by a back

——~—piece or web B which practically forms a con-

tinuation of the outside walls B, and is pref-
55 erably connected with the latter along its
marginal edges % The width of the web B?
is just equal to the combined widths of the
bottom walls BY so that when the sections B’
B? are brought together said web will hold
6o the edgesof their bottom walls B¢in contact,
and will constitute in effect the bottom proper
of the satchel.
Interfitting projections and sockets b5, b¢
may, if desired, be provided on the meeting
65 edges of the bottom walls B or elsewhere {0
additionally hold the sections in proper rela-
tion when folded together.

The upper edges of the sections may be se-
cured by any suitable fastening device, as
by an ordinary lock B3, and anysuitable han-
dle B? will enable the satchel to be conven-
iently carried.

As shown in this instance, the walls of the
satchel are designed to be constructed of
comparatively stiff material, such as heavy
cloth covered strawboard or the like, so as to
strongly resist being distorted under any de-
gree of weight or pressure liable to be brought
thereon, either when in use asa satchel or to
span the space between the two car seats.
Obviously, however, a satchel embodying my
invention may readily be constructed with
flexible side walls made of leather or other
suitable material by providing it with a suf-
ficiently rigid, skeleton frame work by which
said flexible walls will be supported against
undue deflection. The connecting web B7 is
also herein shown as made of stiff material
with flexible margins b* at its juneture with
the side walls B¢ of the sections. Obviously
such web may be made flexible throughout,
but when made of stiff material, is less liable
to sag beneaih the weight of the traveler’s
limbs when the satchel is used as a bridging
device.

When opened and placed between the seats,
the contents of the satchel may be supported
therein by retaining straps b7, stretched across
the open inner faces of the sections B’ B? or
if desired, a hinged cover may be provided
on each of the sections for this purpose. The
back walls B® will obviously be supported
more or less by the contents of the sections
when the latter are completely filled and the
straps b" are tightly buckled. It is,however,
intended thatthe satchel shall be sufficiently
rigid to support any necessary degree of press-
ure thereon when the sections are entirely
empty, so that if desired the satchel may be
used as a means of transporting blankets or
other bedding, which may be taken out before
the satchel is placed in position between the
seats and afterward spread upon the impro-
vised coueh, in an obvious manner.

It will be understood that in its broad as-
pect my invention is designed to cover any
form of portable bridging device adapted to
be placed between two adjacent seats of a
railway car, without regard to the form in
which the device may be embodied. For ex-
ample, I may employ a suspended device of
hammock form, or a deflatable air cushion
which would be capable of being conveniently
collapsed and rolled up for transportation,
but might be readily inflated for use as a seat
bridge. All such modifications, however, I
conceive to be within the broad spirit of my
invention, and consequently I do not wish
to be limited to the particular construction
herein illustrated, although in itself that con-
struetion comprises features of value, which
are also herein claimed.

I claim as my invention—

1. A portable device for bridging over the
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space between two adjacent seats of a rail-
way car comprising a body portion made of
a length substantially equal to the distance
between the adjacent seat frames, and pro-
vided at its opposite edges with means for
engaging the side rails of the seat frames,
substantially as described.

2. A portable device for bridging over the
space between two adjacent seats of a rail-
way ecar, comprising two sections having
hinged or flexible connection with each other,
and each provided at its opposite ends with
means for engaging the side rails of the seat

" Dbraces, substantially as described.
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3. A portable seat bridge, comprising two
sections having bridged or flexible connec-
tion with each other, and made in the form
of hollow casings adapted to form a recep-
tacle when folded together, and extensible
parts adapted to be projected from the oppo-
site end edge of the sections to rest upon the
side rails of the adjacent seat frames, sub-
stantially as described. :

4, As a means for bridging the space be-
tween two adjacent seats of a railway car, a
hand bag or satchel comprising two sections
having hinged or flexible connection with
each other, and extensible parts adapted to
be projected from the opposite ends of each
of the sections to rest upon the adjacent rails
of the seat frames, substantially as described.

5. As a means for bridging the space be-
tween two adjacent seats of a railway car, a
hand bag or satchel comprising two sections
having hinged or flexible connection with

each other, and each provided at its opposite |

ends with sliding bolts adapted to be pro-
jected beyond the walls of the satehel to rest
upon the adjacent rails of the seat frames,
substantially as described.

6. As a means of bridging the space be-
tween two adjacent seats of a railway car, a
hand bag or satchel provided at each of two
opposite ends with two extensible parts
adapted to be projected beyond the walls of
the satchel and firinly support the latter upon
the adjacent rails of the seat frames, substan-
tially as described.

7.”A hand bag or satchel comprising two
sections flexibly connected by a web, the
width of which is equal to the combined
widths of the bottom walls of the two sec-
tions, and oppositely arranged extensible
parts, in each of said sectious, substantially
as deseribed.

8. A hand bag or section comprising two
sections, a web the width of which is equal
to the combined widths of the bottom walls
of the two sections, and which is flexibly
connected with said sections at the juncture
of their bottom and side walls, and extensi-
ble bolts, adapted to be projected from the
end walls of the sections, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix mysignature in presence
of two witnesses.

GEORGE M. FADNER.

Witnesses:
HENRY W. CARTER,
ALBERT H. GRAVES.
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