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This invention relates fo new . and useful im-
‘provements in flag holders.and. the primary object
-of the present invention is to provide a.flag sup-
porting shaft and including novel and improved
‘means for normally retaining a flag:wound upon
the shaft so that when the flag is released from
its extended position the same will attomatically
wind itself about the shaft.

Another important object of the. present inven-
tion:is to provide.a.flag holder ineluding a spring
tensioned, flag -supporting .shait and .embodying
.a-means for locking the shaft in a selected.rotated
Jposition so that a flag.mounted thereon may be
-conveniently extended selected amounts.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a flag holder of the aforementioned ¢har-
-acterand including.a novel.and improved braking
mechanism for controlling .the rotation of the
Alag holding shaft.

A still further aim of the present invention .is
4o -provide a flag holder that is simple and prac-
tical in construction, strong and reliable in use,
-small and compact in structure, neat and attrac-
‘tive in-appearance, relatively inexpensive to.man-
ufacture, and otherwise well adapted for the pur-
-poses-for which the same is intended. )

Other objects and .advantages reside in the
details .of construction and operation .as more
fully jhereinafter described and ¢laimed, refer-
ence being had o the accompanying drawings,
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals. refer
Yo like parts throughout, and. in swhieh:

Figure 1 is an elevationdl view of the present
inventiocn;

Figure 2 is a longitudingl vertical sectional
view taken substantially-on:the plane of section
line 2—2 of Figure 1;

‘Figure 3 is a transverse horizontal sectional
view taken substantially on the-plane ‘6f section
line 3—3 of Figure 1;

Pigure 4 is a transverse -horizontal .sectional -

wview taken substantially on the plane.of section
line 8—4 of Figure 1;

Figure 5.is an enlarged fragmentary, transverse
horizontal sectional view taken .substantially on
the plane of section line §—5 of Figure.2; and

-Figure .6 is a' fragmeritary elevational view of
the present invention and showing the anc¢horing
means for the same in slightly modified form.

Referring now to the drawings in detail,
wherein for the purpese of illustration, there is
disclosed a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the numeral {0 represents a lower sub-
stantially cylindrical housing the lower end of
which is provided with an internally threaded

0, 1949, “Seridl*No, 75,702
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_ «nipple #2 :that .receivably .engages @ :plug 44 for
‘a-purpose-whichwilllater-be:moreifully apparent.
The upper open end of the housing :ifiis-exter-
mally threaded:toxeceivably engagethe.internally
b threaded flange portion 46:0f a:closure.cap k8 4o
Mhiech -there :is ‘fixed, ‘by welding .or sthe like, the
dower-end-of 2 sleeve :or-upper thousing 20 -having
:a removable glosure 122 :at rits -upper-end.
Journaled -for rotation :in wa :suitable aperture
10 provided in the cap 18, is a shaft or:flag.support-
ring redi24 theupper mulli-sided portion of which
ds.mounted :in the housing. 25:and embraced by:a
- tube-25:that ds-rotated with-the:shaft. “Thelower
Tulti-sided portion 26 of the:shaft.24ds:mounted
15 -in the lower housing-and is:embraced by :a tube’
:28:5hatisrofatable with fhe said.shaft,
The unper-end.of the:shaft 24 -is.provided with
a reduced projection 30 that is received :in:.an
«aperture.provided in:the.closure:22-tosupport the
20 shaff :centrally -or :axially -within the :housings
-40 and ;20. '

#\-€oll. spring .32 «embraces the tuke 28 -and is
‘Suitably fixed -at .one.end -to the tube 28 and.at
dfs:remaining.end {o.the housing i8:or to-an:ele-

5 .ment .fixed -to -the housing :48, 50 that -when :the
-shaft 24 is:retated in:one.direction the spring32
willtend-torefurn-the shafbto its nermal.posision.

sA:guide.34.suitably seeured to-the outer-periph-
ry-.of-the housing. 19, is-provided with.an aperture

036 .that registexs -with «a similar .aperture 38 in

dhe:housing .10. A .rod-49 ds -8lidably :received in
-the .apertures 36 -and 38 -and -supports -the free
~end-of a.spring arm or.brakeshoe #2.that.is-fixed
-1"-9 the «dnner -periphery :of the housing :10 that
will shear .against the -spring .82, when foreed in
-hy jpressure:applied to .the finger grip «44 .on :the
router.end of the.rod .40, fo-brake.the Jotation of
-the rod .24. The spring.arm 42 s normally urged
-agalnst.the inner. periphery.of the housing 40 due
.bo.its.resilient characteristics. o
__“One :transverse .edge .of 3 -flexible .member ;or
+flag 46.is fixed. to:the upper portion:of the shaft
-24 .and the free transverse-edge 48-0of :the flag 46
extends outwardly from a longitudinal .slof ;50
:provided .in.the housing -20 .and is.provided with
finger tab.52, it-being understood that the flag

-Is-wound. about-the upper portion of the shaft .24

“:under.action of the-spring.32. - -

Slidably mounted on the shaft 24 and bearing
upon the cap 8 for rotation with the shaft 24,
is an annular ratchet 54 that lockably engages
a pawl 56 pivoted to the cap 18. The pawl 56 is
urged to a normally locked position with the
ratchet 54 by g spring member 58.

The lower reduced end 60 of the rod 24 is re-
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ceived in a recess 62 provided in the plug i4.
In order to support the present invention rela-
tive to a supporting structure, there is provided
a suction cup 64 having an externally threaded
shank portion 66 that receivably engages an in-
ternally threaded socket 68 in the plug 4.
When the present invention is to be supported
relative to the ground, the externally threaded
base portion 70 of 5 pointed member 12 is received
in the socket 68 and the suction cup is removed.’

4
to the upper end of said lower housing, & shaft
journaled for rotation in said housings and hav-
ing upper and lower end portions, reduced pro-
jections extending from the end portions of said
shait, said plug having a recess receiving the pro-
jection extending from the lower end portion of
said shait, a closure plate at the upper end of
the upper housing, said closure plate having =

_central aperture receiving the projection extend-

The housing 20 is provided with a suitable

number of window openings T4.
In practical use of the present invention, the
_ finger tab 52 is pulled outwardly to unwind the
flag 46 and the pawl 56 will lock the flag in an
extended position with the spring 32 in ension.
To return the flag to a position where the same
is wound about the shaft 26, the pawl 54 is moved
out of engagement with the ratchet 56 and the
~rod 48 is moved so that the spring arm 42 will
bear against the spring 32 to control the rotation
-'of the shaft 24. .
In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it
- is believed that a clear understanding of the con-
struction, operation and advantages of the device
will be quite apparent to those skilled in this art.
A more detailed description is accordingly deemed
uUnnecessary.. ’

It is to be ﬁﬁderstood, however, that even
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O
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.though - there . is herein- shown.and described a .

" preferred embodiment of the invention the same
. i§ 'susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claims.
: Havipg described the invention, what is claimed
asnew is: : Lo :
- 1. A flag holder comprising g lower-cylindrical
- housing having an internally threaded nipple at
its lower end, a plug threaded in said nipple, an
_~ upper -cylindrical housing detachably secured to
“-the  upper -end of said lower housing, a -shaft
journaled for rotation in said housings and hav-
-ing upper-and lower end portions, reduced pro-
- jections extending from the end portions of said
-shaft, said plug having a recess receiving the
projection extending from the lower-end portion
of said shaft, a-closure plate at the upper end of
- the upper housing, said closure plate having a
. central aperture receiving the projection extend-
- ing from the ‘upper end portion of said shaft; a
tube embracing the lower end portion of -said
shaft and rotatable with the shaft, a coil spring

embracing the tube and terminally secured to the- ,

tube and to the lower housing so that when the
shaft is rotated in one direction the spring will
e in tension, an elongated flexible element fixed
at one end to the upper portion of the shaff, said
upper housing having an opening for receiving
" the flexible -element, means carried by the plug
-for supporting- the housings in an upright posi-
tion, and means for locking the shaft in a selected

- rotated position. - S e S
- 2.-Aflag holder comprising a lower cylindrical
"Housing having -an internally. threaded nipple
-t its lower end, a plug threaded in-said nipple,
an upper cylindrical housing detachably secured

45

as

ing from the upper end portion of said shaft, a

‘tube embracing the lower end portion of said

shaft and rotatablie with the shatt, a coil spring
embracing the tube and terminally secured to
the tube and to the lower housing so that when
the shaft is rotated in one direction the spring
will be in tension, an elongated flexible element
fixed at one end to the upper portion of the shaft,
said upper housing having an opening for receiv-
ing the flexible element, means carried by the
plug for supporting the housings in an upright
position, said upper housing including a closure
cap having an internally threaded flanged por-
tion threaded on the upper end of the lower
nousing, a ratchet secured to the shaft and over-

. lying the closure cap, and a pawl pivoted on said

closure cap for engaging the pawl to retain the
shaft in a selected rotated position.

3. The combination of claim 2 and means for
braking the rotation of the shaft, said braking
means including an elongated spring member
having one end fixed to the inner periphery of
said lower housing, said spring member having
a free end portion, and a slidable pressure mem-
ber carried by said lower housing and manually
operated for urging the free end portion of said
spring member against said coil spring.

4. A fiag holder comprising a housing inclua-
ing upper and lower portions, a shaft journaled
for rotation in said housing and including an
upper part mounted in the upper portion of said
housing and a lower part meunted in the lower
portion of said housing, a spring mounted in the
lower part of said housing and acting on the lower
portion of said shaft to normally hold the shaft
against rotation, said spring being in tension
during rotation of said shaft in one direction,
means for rotating the shaft against action of
the spring, means for breaking the rotation of
said shaft, means for locking the shaft in a se-
lected rotated position, and a partition Inter-
posed between the upper and lower portions to
restrict the entrance of rain into said lower por-
tion. :
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