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My invention relates to conventional door locks employ 
ing a latch bolt and strike plate, and more particularly 
to devices combining a locking element with the strike 
plate to lock the door from the inside. To be efficient, a 
device of this kind must be simple in construction, easy to 
install and use, and reliable in operation; and it is there 
fore one object of the present invention to provide a lock 
ing device whose basic part is an improved replacement of 
the standard strike plate. 
A further object is to bridge the meeting area of the 

door and the jamb in the locking region with a broad 
locking plate which combines with the improved strike 
plate to bar the door against being forced open from the 
outside. 
Another object is to extend the improved strike plate 

with an element which checks the insertion of a knife or 
other implement in the direction of the latch bolt to open 
the same without the use of a key. 
A still further object is to provide a safeguard designed 

to reinforce and retain the locking plate in positive engage 
ment with the strike plate. 
An important object is to construct the novel locking 

device only in two pieces, and in a manner to be installed 
by any person without the need of skill. 
A better understanding of the invention may be gained 

by reference to the accompanying drawing, in which 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the meeting portions of 

the door and jamb showing the improved locking device 
installed; 

F.G. 2 is a plan section on the line 2-2 of FIG. 1, 
showing the door and doorknob in elevation; 

FiG. 3 is a perspective view of the locking plate before 
use; and 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the improved strike plate. 
Referring specifically to the drawing, it denotes a frag 

ment of the door closed from the inside, and 11 a frag 
ment of the jamb, in the region of the latch bolt 2. 
The latter and the doorknob 3 are shown in FIG. 2, 
The improved strike plate is shown at i5, being of 

sturdy metal and identical in shape and size with the con 
ventional type. The strike plate 15 has the usual holes 15a 
for the application of screws to fasten the strike plate to 
the jamb. Also, the strike plate has the usual rectangular 
opening 15b in the center for receiving the latch bolt 2, 
as shown in FIG. 2. 
For the purpose of the present invention, the strike 

plate is cut with alined slots i5c from the upper and lower 
edges to define a neck portion 15d projecting a wing 15e 
inwardly. In the projection of the neck portion from the 
strike plate a pair of horizontal steps 15f are formed first, 
and a pair of pockets 15g are formed next, in the sides of 
the neck portion. 
The locking plate 18, shown more clearly in FIG. 3, 

is of the same material and approximately the same size as 
the extended strike plate 15. At the top of the locking 
plate is extended with a finger hook 18a. In the center a 
long, narrow slot 18b is cut in the locking plate from the 
bottom. At one side, a stud 20 is secured to the locking 
plate, and projects with a head 20a on the same side as the 
finger hook 18a; and a bar 25 is freely pivoted with one 
end portion on the stud, the other end of the bar being 
formed with a roll 25a usable as a handle to swing the bar 
from the pendent position of FIG. 3 to the horizontal one 
depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2. The locking plate also has 
a nodule 18c in the swinging path of the bar 25; and the 
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2 
later has an indentation 25b designed to snap over the 
nodule 18c when the bar reaches the horizontal position 
and retain the bar therein. 

In the application of the locking device, the strike plate 
15 is first secured to the jamb 11 as a replacement of the 
standard strike plate. Thus, when the door is closed, the 
steps 15f, pockets 15g and wing 15e of the strike plate 
will project into the premises to a limited extent-Such 
as three-fourths of an inch. Now the locking plate 
positioned as in FIG. 3-may be placed against the adjoin 
ing areas of the door and jamb as shown in FIG. 1 and 
slid downwardly with the slot 18b straddling the neck 
portion 15d of the strike plate in line with the steps 15f 
until the locking plate stops on the upper step. Now the 
bar 25 is swung up to span the divisions of the locking 
plate and seat in the lower pocket 15g of the strike plate as 
shown in FIG. 1, becoming supported in this position by 
the engagement of the indentation 25b with the nodule 
18c as stated above. The device is now in locked posi 
tion; and it may be unlocked by reversing the steps in its 
application, the finger hook 18a then being handy for 
raising the locking plate off the strike plate. . 

it is noted now that the upper slot 15c of the strike 
plate provides a clearance for the easy insertion of the 
locking plate to straddle the neck portion of the Strike 
plate. When the locking device is engaged as seen in FIG. 
A, the upper and lower portions of the wing 15e combine 
to form backstops against the locking plate in case the 
door is pushed inwardly. In this event the bar 25 bridges 
the divisions of the locking plate as a reinforcement resist 
ing side or twisting strains imposed by the door on the lock 
ing plate and designed to bend it out of the way and allow 
the door to be opened. 

FiGS. 2 and 4 show a leaf-spring guard riveted to the 
strike plate and projecting from the opening 5b in the 
path of approach to the latch bolt 2, and designed to 
check the insertion of a tool, such as a strip of plastic, 
for forcing the latch bolt to recede. The spring guard 36 
may also be of benefit for the novel locking device to bar 
the same tool from reaching the locking plate and forcing 
it away from the door-engaging position. 

It is now apparent that the novel locking device goes 
beyond the basic idea of a bridging element for a door 
and jamb, and an extended strike plate formed as a back 
stop. First, the novel assembly presents the picture of 
a pair of sturdy plates joined in crossing relation, one 
the locking plate-broadly bridging the adjoining door and 
jamb portions where it is undivided, while the other-the 
strike plate-projects an enlargement behind the locking 
plate, with a cross-bar to back and reinforce the divided 
portions of the locking plate. Further, the bar is part of 
the latter, and readily swung into barring position after 
the locking plate has been applied and lowered in front of 
the wing 15e. Finally, the device is quite simple, and of a 
nature to be installed by any person handy with a screw 
driver. 

I claim: 
1. A locking device for a door closable against a jamb 

comprising a strike plate recessed from the top with a slot 
to define an outer portion having latch-receiving means 
and attachable to the jamb, an inner latch camming Wing, 
and an intermediate neck portion; and a locking plate 
formed with a slot from the bottom and applicable to the 
inner side of the door when the latter is closed, the locking 
plate adapted to be lowered with the slot straddling Said 
neck portion, and the wing then forming a backstop for 
the locking plate in case the door receives opening pressure. 

2. The structure of claim 1, the strike plate disposed in 
crossing relation to the locking plate. 

3. the structure of claim 1, and means carried by the 
locking plate for bridging the locking plate portions adja 
cent to the slot from the inner side. 
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4. The structure of claim 1, and means carried by the 
locking plate for bridging the locking plate portions adja 
cent to the slot from the inner side, and means extended 
from the wing as a backstop for said bridging means. 

5. The structure of claim 1, and a bar hinged to the 
locking plate and foldable from a free state to bridge the 
locking plate portions adjacent to the slot from the inner 
side, and means extended from the wing as a backstop for 
the bar in the folded position. 

6. The structure of claim 1, and a bar hinged to the 
locking plate and foldable from a pendent position to a 
horizontal one bridging the locking plate portions adjacent 
to the solt from the inner side, and means extended from 
the wing as a backstop for the bar in the folded position. 

7. The structure of claim , the strike plate also recessed 
from the bottom to define a lower wing portion, and a 
bar hinged to the locking plate and foldable from a 
pendent position ot a horizontal one bridging the locking 
plate portions adjacent to the slot from the inner side, said 
lower wing portion forming a backstop for the bar in the 
folded position. 

8. The structure of claim 1, the strike plate also recessed 
from the bottom to define a lower wing portion, a bar 
hinged to the locking plate and foldable from a pendent 
position to a horizontal one bridging the locking plate por 
tions adjacent to the slot from the inner side, said lower 
wing portion forming a backstop for the bar in the folded 
position, and yieldable means to maintain the bar in such 
position. 

9. The structure of claim i, the strike plate also recessed 
from the bottom to define a lower wing portion, and a bar 
hinged to the locking plate and foldable from a pendent 
position to a horizontal one bridging the locking plate 
portions adjacent to the slot from the inner side, said lower 
wing portion forming a backstop for the bar in the folded 
position, the locking plate having a nodule in the folding 
path of the bar, and the latter having an indentation 
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causing the bar to snap over the nodule at the end of the 
folding movement. 
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10. The structure of claim 1, the neck portion also 
recessed from the bottom to define a lower wing portion 
and form a pocket adjacent to the outer edge of the same, 
and a bar hinged to the locking plate and foldable from a 
pendent position to a horizontal one bridging the locking 
plate portions adjacent to the slot from the inner side, 
said pocket receiving the bar when folded, and said lower 
wing portion then forming a backstop for the bar. 

15. A locking device for a door closable against a jamb 
comprising a strike plate having an outer portion with 
latch-receiving means and attachable to the jamb, an inner 
latch camming portion projecting inwardly from the jamb, 
a locking plate applicable to the inner side of the door 
between the portions of the strike plate and co-operative 
with said inner portion to bar the door from being opened, 
and a projection from the jamb toward the door forming 
a bar to the insertion of an implement in the direction of 
the locking plate, said projection being a flange struck 
out of the strike plate and bridging the space between the 
door and the jamb. 
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