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1 Claim.

This invention relates to metal sticks or laths
for hanging or other drying or coating machines.

Sticks - or laths of wood have generally been
used to support the goods in drying or coating
Wood sticks due to warpage will fre-
quently jam in the stick feeding mechanism from
the hopper or magazine. Such failure of the stick
to be properly fed permits the goods dropping or
falling from the carrying apparatus.
" One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a metal lath or stick that will not warp.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a metal lath or stick that will not become
jammed and of such construction that it may be
readily fed by the feeding apparatus.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a metal lath or stick that will have a single
maximum diameter throughout the body portion
and ends.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a metal lath or stick that will have rein-
forced ends where the wear and stress is great-
est.

Referring to the drawing:

Pigure 1 is g perspective view of metal lath or
stick embodying the principles of my invention
having the major portion of the body portion
broken out.

Figure 2 is a sectional view along the line 2, 2,
of Figure 1, looking in the direction of the arrows.

Figure 3 is a sectional view of Figure 2 along
the line 3, 3, looking in the direction of the ar-
TOWS.

Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of Figure 2
along the line 4, 4, looking in the direction of the
arrows.

In carrying out my invention I propose to pref-
erably provide a hollow metal lath | which may
be made of any desirable metal and may be coat-
ed or enameled as required. The ends b and le¢
of stick | are each flattened on two sides. The
excess material is folded internally midway of
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each flattened side forming reinforcing elements
2. The remaining two sides may have the orig-
inal contour and original diameter as shown in
the drawing or may be flattened if desired. It
should be noted that in my structure the diam- 5
eter of body portion of stick ! is the maximum
diameter or maximum length of the flattened end
portions. In other words, the distance across cor-
ners of the end portions 1, I¢ of the stick or
lath | does not exceed the diameter of the cylin- 10
drical or main body of the lath. This prevents
building up or accumulating of the laths or sticks
in the feeding through the magazines or hoppers
since the distance from the point of discharge
from the lath or stick to the feeding of the maga- 15
zines or hopper is a multiple of the diameter of
the body of the lath so that any increased distance
across the corners of the flattened portion of the
lath will increase the separation of the laths or
sticks | and destroy the functioning of the feeding 20
apparatus causing the same to jam. The flattened
ends permit the stick to hold steadier on the
chains and the folded in walls forming elements
2 act as a reinforcing portion to strengthen the
ends of stick |I. The stick may be manufactured 25
from any form of metal and may be made first
in the form of hollow tubing and the ends then
flattened or it may be formed in any well known
manner initially in the structure herein indicated.
What I claim is: 30
A metal lath for hanging, drying, coating ma-
chines and the like, having a body portion of cy-
lindrical metal tubing terminating in two end
portions, said end portions having two straight
sides and two semi-cylindrical sides, said flat sides 35
having internal folds of the material to provide
reenforcing of the flat sides and to take up the
excess material to maintain the distance across
corners of the flat ends the same diameter as the
cylindrical portion of the lath. 40
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