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To all whom 1t may concern: .

Be it known that. I, Auserr C. FowLEr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in-
vented a certain' new and useful Golf-Club,
of which the following is such a full, clear,
and exact description as will enable any one
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification.

My invention relates to golf clubs, and
more particularly to those clubs for driving

~ the ball a long distance, such as drivers,
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brassies, spoons, cleeks, driving mashies,
midirons and the like.

The object of my invention is the pro-
duction of a'club, which will drive the ball
a greater distance and at the same time
straight, : ‘

In carrying out my invention I provide a
club the shaft of which will be rigid during
most of the forward stroke so as to prevent
the shaft from bending backward and the
head of the club from lagging behind the
hands of the player before the ball is struck,
thereby preventing slicing, but which will
be springy or whippy at the moment of im-
pact with the ball, so as to drive the ball a

reater distance, whereby a straight long
%ight of the ball can be secured. These re-
sults I accomplish by making the shaft of
the club oval or flattened in cross section,
and arranging the greatest width of the
club at an inclination to a- vertical plane
passing through the center of the shaft and
the head, and the least thickness of the shaft
at a comparatively small angle to the line
of flight to be imparted to the ball.

In the accompanying drawings which
illustrate one form of golf club made in ac-
cordance with my invention Figure 1 is a
side elevation; Fig. 2-is a section on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 is a section on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a top plan view,
the shaft being taken in section on the line
4—4 of Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a top plan view,
the shaft being in section on the line 5—5
of Fig. 1; Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig.
5, but showing the position assumed by the
club head -and shaftt) after the start of the
back swing and during the forward stroke
before the ball-is struck.

The same marks of reference refer to the
same parts in the several views of the draw-

ings. :

10 is the head of the club, which may be of
any usual form, and is provided with a strik-
ing face 11. . ‘

12 is the shaft and 13 is the handle. The
shaft 12 is made oval or elongated in cross-
section preferably substantially from its
goint of juncture with the head to the han-

le 13 (see Figs. 1,2, 5 and 6). The greatest
width -of the shaft 1s inclined to a vertical

plane passing through the center of the shaft

and the head, and the least thickness of the
shaft is at a comparatively small angle to
the line of flight to be imparted to the ball.
If a club is provided with a round whippy
shaft so as to drive the ball a great distance,
the club will slice by reason of the bending
backward of the shaft in the forward stroke,
making the club head lag behind the hands

of the player..

In Fig. 5 the direction of the greatest
width of the shaft is indicated by the dotted
line @, and the  vertical plane passing
through the center of the shaft and the
head, by the dotted line . As shown in
the drawings, these lines are inclined at an
angle  preferably of about 25 degrees to
each other. This angle, however, may be
varied to suit the peculiarities of different
players. The face 11 of the club is also pref-
erably slightly inclined to the plane indi-
cated by the line b, and such inclination is
in the opposite direction to the inclination
of the greatest width of the shaft, as is in-
dicated by the dotted line ¢ in Fig. 5. "As
soon as the rearward stroke is begun, the
wrists turn naturally so as to throw the head
of the club backward, as indicated in Fig.
6. In my invention it will be seen that the
greatest width of the shaft is thus brought
in the direction of the stroke except when
the club head is near the ball, so that the
greatest rigidity of the shaft is maintained
during the forward stroke until just-before
the ball is struck. The shaft is therefore
kept from bending backward and the club
head is thus prevented from lagging behihd
the handle, or such bending of the shaft and
lagging of .the club head is reduced to a

"minimum. The club head is therefore held

up to its work. Just before the bali is
struck, the wrists turn naturally forward
into the position assumed when addressing
the ball, and as the least width of the shaft
is now only slightly inclined to the direction
of the stroke, springiness or whip will then
be imparted to the shaft, so that the ball will
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be driven a greater distance and at the same
time slicing will be obviated. The slight
inclination of the face 11 in the reverse
direction to a vertical plane passing through
the shaft and the head of the club overcomes
the tendency of this club to drive‘a straight
ball slightly to the right. - :
With a club constructed as above, I may
use even a smaller cross sectional area of
shaft than is customary and make the shaft

more whippy than usual without slicing,

15

thereby getting a “longer ” straight ball.
Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:
1. In a golf club, the combination with

the head, of a shaft oval in cross section,

and having its greatest width in a plane in-
clined to a vertical plane passing through
the center of the shaft and head.

2. In a golf club, the combination with
the head, of a shaft oval in cross section,
and having its greatest width in a plane in:
clined to a vertical plane passing through

959,053

the ~enter of the shaft and head, the strik-
ing face of the club being also inclined to
said vertical plane.

3. In a golf club, the combination ‘with
the head, of a shaft oval in cross section,
and having its greatest width in a plane in-
clined to a vertical plane passing through
the center of the shaft and the head, the
striking face of the club being oppositely
inclined to said vertical plane.

4. In a golf club, the combination with the
head, of a shaft oval in cross section sub-
stantially from the head to the handle and
having its greatest width in a plane inclined
to a vertical plane passing through the cen-
ter of the shaft and the head.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto:

set my hand and affixed my seal in the pres-
ence of the two subscribing ‘witnesses.

ALBERT C. FOWLER. [L.s.]

Witnesses :
Axrroy S. Puirrps,
Erzasrra Baney.
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