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9 Claims. (C. 46-1) 
This invention relates to a combined merchan 

dising container and toy and more particularly to 
a merchandising container which can be trans 
formed into a toy boat when the contents have 
been removed. 
The combined merchandising container, and 

toy forming the subject matter of this invention 
is preferably made from waterproofed paper 
board, although other materials which are resist 

appearance. The container is especially adapted 
for the packaging of food, products relished by 
children, Such as crackers, cookies, candies, nuts 
and cereals, but is equally adapted for the pack 
aging of merchandise used by grownups. The 
container can be inexpensively manufactured by 
automatic machinery and can be sold at low 
COst. The container is strong and sturdy and 
can be made to carry merchandise which is 
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shown in the process of being transformed into 
the hull of a boat; 

Flg. 8 is a perspective view of the boat and 
Sail as completely assembled from the blanks 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary longitudinal cross sec 
tional view through the boat structure shown in 
Fig. 8, this view being taken on line 9-9 of Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 shows a blank from which a combined 
container and toy boat of somewhat modified con 
struction may be formed; 

Fig. 11 shows a blank which has been cut and 
scored to provide a Sail of somewhat modified 
shape; * . . 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a container as 
it appears when completely assembled from the 
blank shown in Fig. 10, one end wall of the con 
tainer being partially opened to more clearly illus 
trate the construction; 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of the container 
shown in Fig. 12 transformed into the hull of a 
boat, certain parts being broken away to more 
clearly illustrate the construction; 

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary longitudinal cross Sec 
tional view through the boat structure shown in 
Fig. 13, this view being taken on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 13; 

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a sailboat as it 
appears when completely assembled from the 
blanks shown in Figs. 10 and li;. 

Fig. 16 shows a blank which has been cut and 
scored to provide a combined container and toy 
boat of further modified construction; 

Fig. 17 is a perspective view of a container in 
the process of assembly from the blank shown. 
in Fig. 16; . . . . ." 

Fig. 18 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the container shown in Fig. 17 with the top wall. 
about to be closed to seal the contents within; 

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of the completely 
assembled container as it appears when packed 
with merchandise; 

Fig. 20 is a perspective view of the container 
shown in Fig. 19 in the process of being trans 
formed into a boat hull; 

Fig. 21 is a fragmentary perspective view look 
ing into the interior of the fully assembled boat 
hull shown in Fig. 20; 

Fig. 22 is a perspective view of the assembled 
boat hull shown in Fig. 20 with a sail applied; 

Fig. 23 shows a blank from which may be 
formed a toy boat which may or may not be used 
as a container for merchandise; 

Fig. 24 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
toy boat in the process of assembly from the blank 
shown in Fig. 23; - 

Fig. 25 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the boat shown in Fig. 24 at a more advanced 
stage of assembly; and 

Fig. 26 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
completely assembled boat formed from the blank 
shown in Fig. 23. 

Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views of the draw 
ings and specification. 
This invention is directed to the provision of 

a toy boat which can preferably be transformed 
from a practical container within which mer 
chandise of various sorts may be economically 
packaged, shipped and stored. The toy boat may 
be made in various shapes and variously deco 
rated to resemble rowboats, canoes, Sailboats, bat 
tleships, submarines and freight and passenger 
vessels of various kinds. For purpose of illustra 
tion only there is shown in Figs, 1 to 8, inclusive, 

9,119,891. 
One type of sailboat which can be transformed 
from a merchandising container preferably formed 
from waterproofed paperboard material. The 
boat hull and container here illustrated is formed 
from the blank shown in Fig. 1 which may be suit 
ably cut and scored on a large production basis 
by an automatic cutting and scoring machine 
from large sheets or rolls of material. 
The blank is so cut and scored as to provide a 

bottom wall having side walls 2 and end walls 
3 hinged thereto along the score lines a. The 
side walls 2 and end walls 3 are preferably joined 
together by bellows folds comprising triangular 
portions 5 and 6 all hinged together along the 
Score lines a. The parts are so arranged that 
when the end walls 3 are raised upwardly into 
container form they will be inclined outwardly 
away from the bottom wall f, and the bellows 
folds will be folded inwardly to lie against the 
inside face of the end walls 3. 
The container shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6 assem 

bled from the blank shown in Fig. 1 is provided 
with side wall flaps 7 hinged to the side walls 2 
along the scorelines a. The side walls 2 may be 
provided with raised end portions 4 and the side 
flaps separated from the end portions 4 by the 
cut lines, c. Extending from the side flaps 7 are 
the extension flaps 0 and frespectively, hing 
ing along the score lines a. When the blank is 
in setrup condition to provide a container, the 
side flaps 7 and the flap extensions 10 and if 
extend inwardly, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, pro 
viding a closure for the container. 

... The raised end portion 4 may be provided with 
interlocking tabs 8 and 9 which extend inwardly, 
each tabbeing provided with an interlocking hook 
portion 4. Each of the end walls 3 may also 
be provided with an end flap 2 hinged thereto 
along the score lines a. The end flaps 2 are 

... folded inwardly either under the interlocking 
tabs 8 and 9 as shown in Fig. 5, or over the inter 
locking tabs as shown in Fig. 8. The end flaps 2 

... provide a raised platform or deck, which en 
hances the appearance of the boat structure. 
The end flaps 2 may also be provided with ex 
tension flaps 3 hinged thereto along the score 
lines a which are foldable inwardly, as shown in 
Fig. 6, when the container is closed, thus com 
pletely Sealing the container. Merchandise of 
various kinds can be packed within the container, 
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the merchandise being 
fully protected and enclosed. 
When the container is to be converted into a 

toy boat, the side wall flaps 7 are folded inwardly 
to rest against the inside face of the side walls 2, 
as shown more particularly in Fig. 7. The ex 
tension flaps fo and will then seat against the 
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inside face of the botton wall , and may be held 

in the flap f, into which the free edge of the 
flap f extends. The end flap extension 3 can 
then be folded into horizontal position, and held 
in this position by the locking friction which the 
bellows folds exert against the free edge of the 
tab extensions, as shown in Fig. 9. When as 
Sembled, the boat hull appears as shown in Fig. 8. 

If a sailboat is desired, a blank 20 such as 
shown in Fig. 2, Cut into the shape of a sail, is 
provided. Parallel extending score lines a extend 
transversely across the blank, so that the differ 
ent sections of the sail may be bent at various 
angles to catch the breeze, as shown in Fig. 8. 
The score lines a also permit collapsed folding 
of the sail into the form shown in Fig. 3, so that 
it can be placed within the container, as shown 

in this position by providing a cut-out notch S. 
60 
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Walls. 

9,118,821 
in Fig. 6. The sail is preferably provided with more readily catch the breeze. 
tabs 2 which are so arranged that they can be 
inserted through the cuts C provided in the side 
flaps 7, thus supporting the sail in erect assemi 
bled position within the boat hull. It will be 
noted that when thus assembled, the sail also 
assists in maintaining the flap extensions to and 

in their proper position. An attractive sail 
boat such as shown in Fig. 8 is thus formed. 
The boat hull will float gracefully upon the water 
surface, and if made of waterproofed paperboard 
will not become Water-logged, due to the fact 
that the hull is made from a single blank of un 
punctured paperboard. The boat structure may 
be decorated to resemble various types of boats, 
and can be given various shapes, as desired. 
There is shown in Fig. 10 a blank of paper 

board material which has been cut and scored to 
provide a container which has a larger contain 
ing capacity than the container formed from the 
blank shown in Fig. 1. In the form here shown, 
side wall extensions 27 and 28 are hinged to the 
side flaps 7 along the score lines a, which are 
Substantially continuous with the top edge of the 
raised side wall portions 4. Stated in other 
Words, the side flaps 7 are substantially equal in 
height to the side walls 2. Severable lines of 
perforations b define the side flaps 7 from the 
raised end portions 4. End portions, 25 and 26, 
hinged to the raised side wall portions 4 along 
the score lines a, are separable from the flap 
extensions 27 and 28, along the lines of perfo 
ration b. 
The blank shown in Fig. 10 is assembled to 

form the container shown in Fig. 12, by raising 
the side walls 2 and end walls 3, and folding the 
bellows folds against the inside face of the end 

extensions 3 are then folded in Wardly, and 
finally the side flap extensions 27 and 28 are 
folded inwardly in overlapping relationship. The 
flaps 2 and 28 may be glued or otherwise Se 
cured together, providing a completely closed 
container having a substantially uniformly rec 
tangular body-section with inclined or bevelled 
end walls. The flaps 27 and 28 may be made of 
the same width or of different widths, as desired. 
The container may be opened by withdrawing one 
of the end flaps 2 permitting withdrawal of the 
contents through one end of the container, as 
shown in Fig. 12. This container has consider 
ably more containing capacity than the container 
assembled in the form shown in Fig. 5. 

In converting the container shown in Fig. 12 
into a boat structure, the child tears through the 
perforations b. The child then folds the top sec 
tions 7 of the side walls inwardly against the 
inside face of the bottom side wall sections 2. 
The side flap extensions 27 and 28 are then ex 
panded into flat form so as to seat against the 
inside face of the bottom wall. , forming a com 
plete boat hull of the form shown in Fig. 15. 
The end flap extensions 3 are then rebent to lie 
against the inside face of the end wall flaps 2, 
and locked in this position by means of frictional 
contact with the bellows folds, as shown in Fig. 14. 
The sail can be made of any desired shape or 

form. For purposes of illustration only, there is 
shown a sail 30 of somewhat modified shape, as 
sembled with the boat hull shown in Fig. 15. 
The sail may be made from a single blank of 
paperboard material, as shown in Fig. 11, pro 
vided with the transverse score lines a, to permit 
collapsed folding of the sail, and to permit flex 
ing of the sail Sections along the score lines to 

The end flaps 2 and associated end flap 

3 
The Sail is Se 

cured in operative position by tearing through 
the line of perforations b in the side flaps, and 
then inserting the securing tabs 2 through the 
slit thus made. The container herein shown is 
very economical to manufacture, and has sub 
stantially the merchandise-containing capacity 
of other cartons formed from paperboard mate 
rial of equal area. 
A container of somewhat modified form is 

shown in Figs. 17 to 22 inclusive, formed from 
the blank shown in Fig. 16. In this form, the 
flap extension 28 is preferably made substantially 
equal in width to the width of the assembled con 
tainer, and is provided with tuck-in flaps 3 
hinged to the end portions 36 thereof, along the 
score lines a. The end flaps 2 are also provided 
with end, extensions 38 having locking ears 39 
which can be folded inwardly and inserted be 
tween the belows folds and the end walls 3 of 
the container, as shown in Fig. 17. The end walls 
can thus be held in set-up position without fur 
ther securing means. 
When the side and end walls have been con 

nected together as above-described, the mere 
chandise is then packed therein, and the side Wall 
extensions O and 28 are then folded inwardly, 
and the tuck-in flaps 37 inserted into the Con 
tainer, as shown in Fig. 19. A tubular sleeve 5), 
which may be formed of paperboard material, is 
then telescoped over the container, and the flap 
extension 28 which forms a closure for the con 
tainer is securely held in place. The container 
may be opened by slipping off the tubular sleeve 
50 and swinging open the flap extension 28. 
When the container is to be converted into a 

boat hull, the merchandise is first removed and 
the lines of perforations b are severed so as to 
separate the flap extensions 0 and 28 from the 
respective end portions 35 and 36, and also to sep 
arate the side flaps 7 from the raised end por 
tions 4 of the side walls. The side flaps are 
then folded inwardly so as to lie against the in 
side face of the side walls 2, and the side flap 
extensions 0 and 28 are positioned to lie fiat 
against the inside face of the bottom wall, The 
side flap extension 28 is preferably of sufficient 
width to frictionally grip the turned-in side flap 
7, thus retaining the parts in assembled form. 
The end portions 36 and the tuck-inflaps 3 Will 
lie against the inside face of the end Walls, as 
shown in Fig. 21. It will be noted that this trans 
formable container may be held in assembled 
form by simple interlocking flaps without the 
use of glue, or other securing means. A sail 40 
of any desired form may be positioned within 
the boat hull and held in place by the tabs 2 in 
serted through the slits provided by tearing out 
the line of perforations c in the side flaps T. 

In certain instances, it may be desirable to pro 
vide a package shaped into the form of a boat 
hull, the goods being packed directly in the hull, 
and the whole wrapped in "Cellophane' or other 
wrapping. There is shown in Figs. 24 to 26, in 
clusive, a container structure which is shaped to 
resemble a boat hull, assembled from the blank 
shown in Fig. 23. In this form, the end flaps 45 
fold inwardly against the inside face of the end 
walls 3, and are each provided with a foot por 
tion 46 which rest against the inside face of the 
bottom wall of the container. Cut lines c sepa 
rate the side wall flaps 7 from theside walls 2, 
permitting the side flaps 7 to fold inwardly 
against the inside face of the side walls. The side 
flap extension 28, which is slightly wider than 
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the inside width of the assembled container, is 
preferably positioned over the flap extension 0 
and the foot portions 46 so as to provide a Smooth 
and even bottom surface for the container. The 
oversize side flap extension 28 grips the sides of 
the container, and holds the same in rigid as 
sembled form without further Securing means. 

It is now seen that a container has been pro 
vided which is adapted for the packaging of a 
large variety of different kinds of merchandise, 
and when the contents have been removed can be 
used as or converted into a child's toy. The con 
tainer may be economically manufactured, and, 
aside from its amusement qualities, provides an 
attractive and economical package for the pack 
aging of merchandise. 
While certain novel features of the invention 

have been disclosed and are pointed out in the 
annexed claims, it will be understood that various 
omissions, substitutions and changes may be 
made by those skilled in the art without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A toy boat formed from a single blank of 

waterproofed paperboard material including a 
bottom wall, side walls, inclined end walls, bel 
lows folds connecting said side and end walls pre 
senting a Substantially leak-proof body, and an 
end flap extending inwardly from one of said end 
walls providing a raised deck at One end of the 
boat. 

2. A toy boat formed from a single blank of 
waterproofed paperboard material including bot 
tom, side, and end walls, bellows folds connecting 
said side and end walls presenting a substantial 
ly leakproof hull, said side walls having raised 
end portions, and end flaps extending inwardly 
from said end walls substantially the width of 
said end portions providing a raised deck at each 
end of the boat. 

3. A toy boat formed from paperboard mate 
rial including a bottom wall, side walls having 
raised end portions, end walls inclined outward 
ly with respect to said bottom wall and extending 
substantially to the top edge of said raised end 
portions, tabs extending inwardly from said 
raised end portions, and end flaps extending in 
wardly from said end walls providing a raised 
deck at each end of, the boat. 

4. A toy boat formed from a single blank of 
waterproofed material including a bottom wall, 
side walls having a reduced center portion and 
raised end portions, end Walls inclined outwardly 
with respect to said bottom Wall, bellows folds 
connecting said sides and end Walls presenting a 
substantially leakproof hull, reinforcing side flaps 
extending from said side Walls and positioned 
against the inside face thereof, and end flaps ex 
tending inwardly from said end walls providing. 
a raised deck at each end of the hull. 

5. A merchandising container transformable 
into a toy boat when the merchandise has been 
removed including, a bottom Wall, side walls, end 
walls inclined outwardly with respect to said 
bottom wall, bellows folds connecting said side 

2,118,821 
and end walls providing a substantially leakproof 
construction, and a top wall hinged to one of said 
side Walls providing a closure for said container, 
Said top wall being collapsible to lie against the 
inside face of the bottom wall when the container 
is transformed into a boat. - . 

6. A combined merchandise container and toy 
boat formed from a single blank of paperboard 
material comprising, a hull body adapted to con 
tain merchandise, said hull body including a 
bottom wall, side walls, inclined end walls, bel 
lows folds connecting said side and end walls 
presenting a substantially leakproof construc 
tion, and top wall flaps extending inwardly from 
said side walls providing a closure for the con 
tainer, said top wall flaps being foldable inward 
ly to rest against the bottom wall when said 
container is transformed into a boat. 

7. A merchandise container transformable 
into a toy boat including, a hull body comprising 
a bottom wall, side walls, inclined end walls, 
bellows folds connecting said side and end walls 
presenting a substantially leakproof construction, 
and top Wall flaps hinged to said Side walls pro 
viding a closure for the container, said side walls 
each comprising a top section and a bottom sec 
tion, said top section being foldable inwardly 
and downwardly against the inside face of its 
corresponding bottom section when the mer 
chandise has been removed thereby effecting 
transformation of said container into a boat. 

8. A merchandising container transformable 
into a toy boat when the merchandise has been 
removed including, a hull body adapted to con 
tain merchandise and comprising a bottom wall, 
side walls, end walls inclined outwardly with 
respect to Said bottom wall, means connecting 
together said bottom, side and end walls, said 
side walls each comprising a top section and a 
bottom section, said top section being foldable 
inwardly and downwardly against the inside face 
of its corresponding bottom section when trans 
formation of said container into a boat is to be 
effected, top flaps extending inwardly from said 
side walls providing a closure for the container, 
Said top flaps being adapted to rest against the 
inside face of the bottom wall to provide an 
open boat structure when the contents have 
been removed from the container - 

9. A merchandising container transformable 
into a toy boat including, a hull body compris 
ing a bottom wall, Side walls, inclined end walls, 
bellows folds connecting said side and end walls 
presenting a substantially leakproof construc 
tion, extensions hinged to said side walls, clo 
Sure flaps hinged to said extensions, said ex 
tensions being foldable inwardly and downwardly 
against the inside face of its corresponding side 
Wall When the merchandise has been removed 
thereby effecting transformation of said con 
tainer into a boat, said top wall flaps then lying 
substantially flat against the inside face of said 
bottom wall. 

WILLIAMA, RINGLER. 

lo 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

65 

  


