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ABSTRACT ,
~ An index card including a genefa]ly rectangular sheet-like body having an outer
perimeter and a surface area on one side thereof of less than about 50 square inches. The card _
further includes a color bar having a longitudinal axis, and the color bar is located on the sheet-
like body immediately adjacent to at least part of the outer perimeter. The longitudinal axis is :

oriented generally parallel to the at least part of the outer perimeter.
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INDEX CARD WITH COLOR BAR

The present invention is directed to an index card, and more particularly, to an index card

with a color bar printed thereon.

BACKGROUND
Index cards are widely utilized in home, classroom, office and other environments to
provide a surface for taking notes and the like. Index cards are typically flat, sheet-like items
and may include ruled linings to guide the writing of the user. The relatively small dimensions
of the index cards allow them to be easily carried and stored. However, 1t may be difficult to
identify, index, 'classify and/or catalog index cards in an effective manner. Accordingly, there 1s

a need for an improved index card, as well as an assembly of bound 1ndex cards.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the present invention is an index card which can be relatively easily
identified, indexed, classified and catalb gued, as well as an assembly of such index cards bound
together. In particular, in one embodiment, the invention is an index card including a generally
rectangular sheet-like body having an outer perimeter and a surface area on one side thereof of
less than about 50 square inches. The card further includes a color bar having a longitudinal
axis, the color bar being located on the sheet-like body immediately adjacent to at least part of
the outer perimeter. The longitudinal axis is oriented generally parallel to the at least part of the
outer perimeter.

In another embodiment the invention is an index card assembly including a plurality of
index cards, each index card having a generally rectangular sheet-like body having an outer
perimeter and a surface area on one side thereof of less than about 50 square inches. Each card
has a color bar with a longitudinal axis, the color bar being located on the sheet-like body
immediately adjacent to at least part of the outer perimeter. The longitudinal axis 1s onented
generally parallel to the at least part of the outer perimeter. The assembly further includes

binding means binding the plurality of index cards together.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is an upper perspective view of one embodiment of the card of the present

invention;
Fig. 2 1s an upper perspective view of another embodiment of the card of the present

invention,

Fig. 3 is an upper perspective view of yet another embodiment of the card of the present
invention;

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of another embodiment of the card of the present
invention, wherein the card is bent to illustrate part of both sides thereof;

Fig. 5 1s a front perspective view of a plurahity of cards bound by a binding mechanism;

Fig. 6 1s an end view of the bound cards of Fig. §; and

Fig. 7 1s an upper perspective view of a plurality of cards bound by an alternate binding

mechanism.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown 1n Figs. 1-4, in one embodiment the index card of the present invention,
generally designated 10, includes a generally rectangular sheet-like body 12 having a front
surface 14 and a back surface 16 (Fig. 4). The card 10 and body 12 may be made of cellulose-
based wood fiber pulp, synthetic materials or a blend of pulp and synthetic materials. Thé card
10 may have a variety of sizes and shapes, but may be of relatively standardized shapes, such as
about 3 inches by about 5 inches, about 4 inches by about 6 inches, etc. In any case, the card 10
may have a surface area on one side of less than about 50 square inches.

The card 10 may be relatively thin to provide flexibility to the card. For example, the

card 10 may have a thickness of less than about 2 mm, or less than about 1 mm. The card 10

- may have a plurality of rulings or guidelines 18 printed thereon which extend across the

longitudinal dimension of the card 10 to provide a guide for writing or the like.

The card 10 may include a pair of opposed lateral edges 20 and a pair of opposed
longitudinal edges 22 which together define an outer perimeter 24 of the sheet-like body 12. As
shown 1n Fig. 1, the card 10 includes a generally rectangular color bar 28 located immediately
adjacent to and extending or oriented generally parallel to at least part of the outer perimeter 24.

The color bar 26 may be located immediately adjacent to the outer perimeter 24 such that there
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are substantiaily no gaps located between the color bar 26 and the outer perimeter 24 or

associated edge 20. The color bar 26 of Fig. 1 may extend (i.e., along its IOngitudinal axis) along
the lower longitudinal edge 22. In addition, the color bar 26 may be located immediately
adjacent to the entire length of the lower longitudinal edge 22. Alternately, the color bar 26 may
extend along or be located immediately adjacent to the majority of the length of any of the edges
20, 22.

The color bar 26 can be any of a variety of non-white colors, including but not limited to
red, orange, yellow, blue, green, purple, brown, black and the like (black being a color for the
purposes of this application and the claims). The remainder of the upper surface 14 of the card
10 of Fig. 1 1s white (with the exception of the relatively light ruling lines 18) such that the
remainder of the surface area can easily be written upon with a pen, pencil or other marking
instrument. Thus, the surface area of the side of the card 10 having the color bar 26 that is not
covered by the color bar 26 may be generally white.

The color bar 26 may have a relatively small thickness (i.e., the dimension extending in
direction A of Fig. 1). In particular, in one embodiment the color bar 26 has a thickness
extending in a transverse direction that is less than about 20% of the dimension of the card 10
extending in the transverse direction (i.e., in Fig. 1 the traverse direction extends along the height
of the card 10).

The color bar 26 can be located at a variety of locations. For example, as shown in Fig.
2, rather than being located along a longitudinal edge 22, the color bar 26 can be located along a
lateral edge 20 thereof. Furthermore, more than one color bar 26 can be located on a single side
of the card 10. For example, as shown in Fig. 3, a color bar 26 is located along the lower
longitudinal edge 22, and another color bar 20 is located along the right-side lateral edge 20.
When more than one color bar 26 is located on a single side of the card 10, the color bars 26 can
be of different colors (as shown in Fig. 3) or can be of the same color.

If desired, both sides 14, 16 of the card 10 may have a color bar 26 located thereon. The
color bars 26 can be located in the same corresponding location on both sides, or can be located
in different locations. In addition, the various color bars 26 on the differing sides 14, 16 can be
made of the same or different colors. For example, when the color bars 26 are located at the

same position and are of the same color on both sides 14, 16 thereof, Figs. 1-3 may accurately
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illustrate both the front 14 and back 16 of the card 10. Alterately, differing numbers of color

bars 26 can be located on the differing sides 14, 16 of the card 10.

As shown in Fig. 5, a plurality of cards 10 (such as the cards 10 of Fig. 1) may be bound
together. Each card 10 may be aligned and have a pair of binding holes 30 located adjacent to an
edge thereof, and may be bound together by a binding mechanism 32 (such as binding rings 34)
extending through the openings 30. The binding rings 34 may be able to be opened and closed to
allow cards 10 to be added to, removed from, or rearranged within the bound assembly. If
desired, front 36 and bottom 38 covers having about the same size and shape as the cards 10 (or
slightly larger), but with increased thickness and/or rigidity may be bound to the cards 10 by the
binding rings 34.

As can be seen in Fig. 5, cards 10 having four different colors for their color bars 26 are
bound together such that their color bars are generally aligned. The grouping of colors allows a
user to quickly and easily identify, organize or classify the cards. For example, all the cards with
a color bar 26 of a particular color may correspond to a student's history ﬁotes, cards with a color
bar 26 of a different color may correspond to geography notes, etc. In this manner, the cards 10
can be easily identified and accessed, even when the assembly of Fig. 5 1s closed and only the
ends of the cards 10 are visible (as shown 1n Fig. 6). Alterately, rather than grouping the cards
by color 10, the cards 10 with various particular color bars could be dispersed throughout the
bound assembly.

Thus, 1t may be advantageous to place the color bars 26 immediately adjacent to the outer
perimeter 24 such that the color bars 26 remain visible, even when the assembly is closed and
seen in end view, as shown in Fig. 6. In contrast, if the color bars 26 were to be spaced away
from the outer perimeter 26, the color bars 26 may not be visible when the stack of cards 10 is
viewed 1n end view,

As shown 1n Fig. 7, rather than utilizing the binding rings 34 as a binding mechanism 32,
in another embodiment each card 10 includes an opening 30 adjacent to a corner thereof, and a
binding mechanism 32 1n the form of a post 40 with a pair of rivets located at each end thereof is
received through the openings 30. In this manner, each card 10 is pivotable about the binding

mechanism 32. In addition, in the embodiment shown in Fig. 7, each card 10 may include a tear
guideline 42, such as a perforation line, extending entirely across a dimension of the card 10

(such as the lateral dimension). Each perforation line 42 divides each card 10 into a bound
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bdrtion 44 (bdund to the other cards 10 by the binding mechanism 32) and a removable portion
46. In this manner, each card 10 can be torn along its perforation line 42 and be used separately
and apart from the bound assembly.

In the embodiment of Fig. 7, much like the embodiment of Figs. 5 and 6, cards 10 with
various colored bars 26 can be bound together such that the color bars 26 allow a convenient, fast
and efficient method of quickly identifying cards 10.

Having described the invention in detail and by reference to the various embodiments, it
will be apparent that modifications and variations thereof are possible without departing from the
scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:



10

15

20

25

30

CA 02532947 2009-03-30

CLAIMS:

L. An index card comprising:

a generally rectangular sheet-like body having an outer perimeter and a surface
area on one side thereof of less than about 50 square inches; and

a color bar havmg a longitudinal axis, said color bar being generally co-planar
with said sheet-like body and located on said sheet-like body immediately adjacent to at
least part of said outer perimeter and wherein said longitudinal axis 1s oriented generally
parallel to said at least part of said outer perimeter and wherein said body has a first side
and a second side, and wherein said color bar 1s located on said first side and wherein
said index card includes a color bar located on a second side thereof, said color bar of
said second side being located immediately adjacent to and extending generally parallel

to at least part of said outer perimeter.

2. The index card of claim 1, wherein said color bars of said first and second

sides are substantially the same color.

3.  The index card of claim 1, wherein said color bars of said first and second

sides are of substantially different colors.

4. The index card of claim 1, wherein said color bars of said first and second

sides extend along generally the same portion of said perimeter.

5. The index card of claim 1, wherein said color bars of said first and second

sides extend along generally different portions of said perimeter.

RIDOUT & MAYBEE LLP
Toronto, Canada
Patent Agents
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