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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Lours R. SmrrH, a

citizen of the United States, residing at-

Colorado Springs, county of El Paso, and
State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Book-
Indexes; and I do declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the char-
acters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
book indexes, my object being more espe-
cially to facilitate the opening of a refer-
ence book, as a directory, to the proper
place, or to the first page of the names be-
ginning with any desired letter or character.

My further object is to provide an index
which is exceedingly simple and therefore
mmexpensive, and which may be readily ap-
pllied by any person without any special
skill. '

In my improved construction, I equip the

- cover of the book with the letters of the

alphabet arranged in groups, the letters of
adjacent groups being differently colored
and preferably surrounded on three sides

with a heavy line of the same color as the-

surrounded group. While this grouped ar-
rangement of the alphabet may be applied
directly to the front cover of the book, it is
preferred that it be formed upon a triangu-
lar pocket, adapted to fit over the upper
righthand corner of the front cover, being
secured in any suitable manner, as by a small
clip or in’any other way. - '
Opposite each letter of each group of the
alphabet applied to the front cover of the
book, as heretofore explained, is placed a
mark of the sathe color as-the letter oppo-

‘site which it is located, the said mark be-

ing formed on .the front edges of the leaves
of the book, commencing at the first page
where the names or subjects begin with the
particular letter in question. The applying
of these colored marks may be accomplished
by means of colored pencils, or in any other
It is preferred that the

mark opposite each letter be continued
slightly inwardly beyond the outer edge of
the front face of the first leaf of the book
containing the names beginning with the
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particular letter in question, the said letter
being preferably applied to the front page
of the said first leaf, the said letter being
located in proximity to the colored exten-

“sion mark. However, any suitable mark on

the front page of the first leaf of the names
or subjects beginning- with any particular
letter will accomplish the purpose, since the
only object is to correctly inform the person
who is opening the book that he has opened
it to the proper place. Hence, as the par-
ticular mark decided upon only occurs on
the front page of the first leaf containing
the names or subjects beginning with any

letter, the person opening the book knows:
-when he sees this mark that he has opened

it to the proper place. The marks upon the
front edges of the leaves of the book need
only be of sufficient extent to be fairly con-
spicuous, since, as long ‘as the mark com-
mences at the proper leaf, it is of no conse-
quence how far it extends from that leaf
over the edge of other leaves, except for the
purpose stated.

Having briefly outlined my improved con-
struction, I will proceed to describe the same
in detail, reference being made to the ac-
companying drawing, in which is illustrated
an embodiment thereof.

In this drawing: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a book equipped with my improved
index. Fig. 2 is a perspective view in de-
tail of the triangular corner piece, upon
which is formed the ‘alphabet in grouped
arrangement, the same being shown on a
larger scale than in Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a sec-
tion, taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. Fig.4
is a fragmentary front view of the front
edge of the book, showing a number of the
colored markings arranged to harmonize as
to position with letters of corresponding
color constituting the groups of the alpha-
bet, shown on a larger scale than in Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view showing the
front edges of a number of leaves of the
book on which one of the colored marks is
formed, the front face of the first leaf upon
which the names commence with the letter
“H” being exposed.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the views.

Let the numeral 20 designate a detachable
corner piece of triangular shape, adapted to
be applied to the upper righthand corner of
the book, as shown in Fig. 1, the same be-
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ing secured in place by means of a small
clip or fastener 6. It is evident that the cor-
ner piece may be secured in any other suit-
able manner. Upon the front face of this
corner piece, "and along the front edge there-
of, the alphabet is fmmed the letters being
ar mnoed in groups deqwnatr‘d respectiy oh

by the numerals from 1 fo 6, inclusive. The
group designated 1 is. supposed to contain
letters red, the color being indicited by the
heavy marginal line formed on three sides
of the group. The next group below, or
that designated 2, is supposed to contain let-
ters colored blue, the color of the letters be-
ing indicated by ‘the marginal line inclosing
the group on three s1des, and so on down-
wardly, the groups being alternately colored
red and blue. It is evident that any other
suitable color might be employed.

Opposite each letter of the group 1, for
instance, marks 7 are formed on the. front
edges of the leaves of the book, the said
marks, in each instance, being located di-
rectly opposite the various letters of the
group, each mark beginning with the leaf
where the names or subjects commeénce with
the letter opposite which the mark is formed.
Hence, the marks 7,—see Fig. 1,—are sup-
posed to be red, to harmonize with the color
of the letters- of that particular group;
while the marks 8 of the group 2 next be-
low are supposed to be colored blue, and so
on, down to the end of the groups, the marks
7, 8 9, 10, 11 and 12 reqpectn ely, designat-
1n0' edfre marks located directly opposite the
letters of the alphabet, there being as many
marks opposite each group as there are let-
ters in that group, the marks, in each in-
stance, corresponding in color with the color
of the letters. »

In using the book, it is only necessary to
determine the first letter of the name sought
in the book, as a telephone directory. The
user then places his thumb upon the front
edges.of the leaves of the book ir such a po-
sition as to cause the leaves, when properly
bent, to open at the first page containing
names beginning with that particular letter.
Te should be sure to place his thumb rather

in advance than too far toward the back

cover of the book, since, if he allows one or

two leaves to turn forwardly before reach-
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ing the right page, no harm is done, since

the pr oper leaf will be quickly found by the -

mark 15 forming a continuation of the mark
8, for instance, on the front page of the leaf
of the book containing the desired letter.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:—
1. The combination with a book, of a

pocket detachably applied to one corner of

one of the covers of the book, the pocket
having characters formed thereon adjacent
the front edge of the said cover, the front
adges of the leaves of the book opposite the
said characters being marked, the marks op-
posite the various characters beginning with
the leaves where the matter commences to
which the respective characters relate.

9. The combination with a book, of a cor-
ner pocket detachably applied to one corner
of the front cover of the book, the corner
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piece-having characters arranged in groups -

adjacent the front edge of the cover of the

book, the edges of the leaves of the book
opposite the - various characters being

75

marked, the marks opposite the said char-

acters beginning with the leaves where the
matter commences to which the respéctive
characters. relate, the characters formed on
the said pocket being colored, adjacent

marks on the edges of the leaves correspond-
ing in color with the respective characters
0pp051te which they are located.

3. The combination with a bogk, of a cor-
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“groups being of different colors and the -

ner pocket applied to the upper righthand -

corner of the front cover of the book the
said pocket having characters arr‘mged ‘ad-
jacent the front edge of the book, the edges
of the leaves hwmg marks 0pp051te the va-
rious characters, the marks opposite each
character commencing with the leaf where
the matter begins to which the particular
character relates, the said mark being con-
tinued for a short distance on the front face
of the first leaf containing the matter to
which the particular character relates.

In testimony whereof I affix my 51gnature :

in presence.of two witnesses.

LOUIS R. SMITH.
‘Witnesses:

F. E. Bowex,
A. Eserr O’Briex.
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