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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ToM. O. MEMERY, of 

Key West, Monroe county, and State of Flor 
ida, have invented a new and Improved Dress 
Guard, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

new and improved ladies' dress-guard which 
will prevent the dress from clinging to and 
exposing the form when Walking against the 
wind. 
The invention consists of a rounded gar 

ment, stiffened by a number of flexible strips 
running from top to bottom, which garment is 
worn over the abdomen and is held by bands 
passing around the waist. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents the manner of wearing my improved. 
dress-guard. Fig. 2 is a front view of the 
same with part of the covering material re 
moved. 
A rounded garment, A, is made of some 

suitable fabric B, and is stiffened by a series 
of strips, C, of whalebone, steel, or some other 
suitable flexible material, which strips pass 
from top to bottom, and are bent so that the 
garment has a convex shape and fits closely 
onto the abdomen. In the middle several 
strips are placed close together, so as to give 
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greater stiffness to that part. 
The above-mentioned garment is fastened 

by means of a belt, ID, provided with a buckle, 
and attached to the top of the garment and 
by a band, E, one end of which is fastened to 
the garment and the other end of which is 
provided with a button-hole, into which the 
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button F passes after the band E has been 
passed around the body a short distance be 
low the Waist, so as to prevent the displace 
ment of the dress-guard when assuming a sit 
ting position. 
The bands or belts D and E may be made 

of elastic or of any other suitable material. 
This dress-guard is preferably worn over 

the first skirt, thus avoiding the necessity of 45 
Wearing several skirts in order to prevent the 
dress from clinging so very close to the body, 
as it does in stormy and windy weather, and 
thus prevent the form from being exposed. 
This dress-guard can be made of any de 

sired size, but should in all cases reach down 
below the abdomen. 
The stiffening-strips may be arranged ob 

liquely or crossing each other, if desired. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 55 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a lady's dress-guard made substantially as 
herein shown and described, and consisting of 6o 
a rounded garment stiffened by a series of 
flexible strips running from top to bottom, and 
bands for holding said dress-guard to the body. 

2. The combination, with the rounded gar 
ment A, of the strips C, of flexible material, 65 
and the bands DE, substantially as herein 
shown and described, and for the purpose set 
forth. 
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