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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM DONOGHUE, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im 
proved Parallel-Motion Back-Stop for Reclin 
ing-Chairs, of which the following is a speci 
fication: 
The invention consists of an inclined ser 

rated latch, which depends from the upper 
parallel-motion bar, in connection with a stop 
ping piece or block, which projects upwardly 
from the lower parallel-motion bar, and takes 
into the serrations of the inclined latch. The 
latch and the stop are kept in perfect contact 
by a spring, one end of which is fixed to the 
upper parallel-motion bar. The other end 
bears upon a projection of the latch. The 
latch is released from contact with its stop 
and the parallel motion, and thereby allowed 
to act, by means of a releasing-pin, which frees 
the said latch of the pressure of the spring 
and lifts it clear of the stop. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view. 
A is the side of a chair. B is one frame of 

the fly-back, and C one fly-leg. D is the top, 
and E the bottom, parallel-motion bar, con 
nected by the end links F. F., fixed, respect 
ively, to the fly-back and fly-leg. G is an in 
clined serrated latch, which is pivoted to the 
top parallel-motion bar ID. It meshes with a 
stop, E, fixed to and projecting upwardly from 
the bottom parallel-motion bar E. The lift of 
the latch is controlled by a depending stop 
leg, a, the foot b of which contacts with the 
under edge of the bar E when the latch has 
reached the limit of its lift. I is a spring, one 

end of which is fixed to the top parallel-mo 
tion bar D. The other and loose end bears 
upon a projecting strip, J, of the serrated 
latch G. It serves to keep the latch in con 
tact with its stop H. K is a vertically-mov 
ing rod and knob at the side of the chair. L. 
is a projection from its lower end. The pur 
pose of the rod and projection is to relieve the 
latch from the pressure of the spring and to 
lift it from contact with its stop. 
When the rod is lifted by pressure applied 

to its knob the projection L takes beneath the 
strip J, and raises the latch G and the spring 
I at one and the same time. 

It will be observed that the serrated latch 
permits the chair to be set at the slightest 
angle required, which it retains against any 
pressure applied to the back. Any deviation 
can be had by simply lifting the knob, by 
which the latch is cleared of its stop. The 
spring meshes the latch and the stop when the 
knob is released. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination of the latch G, the stop 

H, and the spring I, provided with the strip 
J, as and for the purpose shown and described. 

2. In combination with the serrated latch 
G, the stop-leg a, and the foot b, for limiting 
the lift of the latch, as shown and described. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto sign my 
name in presence of two subscribing wit 
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WILLIAM DONOGEIUE. 
Witnesses: 

FRANCIs D. PASTORIUs, 
EDMUND P. CoCHRAN. 

  


