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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HORATIO M. SMITH, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Shipping - Can Shields, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which my invention appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing forming a part 
of this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a 
shipping - can provided with my improved 
shield, and Fig. 2 a vertical central longitudi 
nal section of the same. 
My invention relates to that class of cans 

which are employed for the purpose of fa 
cilitating the operation of shipping or trans 
porting various articles of commerce frolin 
one place to another. These cans are gen 
erally made of sheet metal, for the purpose 
of rendering them tight, durable, light, and 
cheap; but when made of light thin metal 
tin, for example-they are easily bruised, and 
their usefulness is thus frequently impaired 
and destroyed. 
I am aware that attempts have been made 

for the purpose of overcoming this objec 
tionable feature by setting the can into a wood 
en receptacle constructed to receive it. This 
receptacle, when made sufficiently 
to materially increase the bulk and weight 
of the can, is liable to warp and chink, and 
its usefulness and durability are thus impaired, 
unless its expense is increased by rendering 

thin not 

it impervious to water and atmospheric in 
fluence. 
The object of my invention is to obviate 

these defects, and it consists in providing the 
can with an outer shield, made of paper, paste 
board, or tar-board. In the drawing, A represents a metallic 
shipping can, and B an outer shield, con 
sisting of paper, pasteboard, or tar-board, ar 
ranged on the can in the manner shown, and 
applied either in a continuous sheet, or in 
vertical ribs. In the drawing, the shield is 
represented as having a bottom, as shown at 
C; but the shield may be made either with 
or without a bottom, and when the bottom 
is employed it may be made either of the 
material of which the body of the shield is 
made, or of any other suitable material. 

It will be observed that the shield B will 
protect the body of the can, and this part is 

most liable to injury, not only for the reason. 
that its surface is largest, but because lat 
eral compression and blows most frequently 
occur during transportation. The breast of 
the can may also be protected in a similar 
manner by means of the same material. 
Some of the advantages of a shield made 

of the material above set forth are, that it is 
less liable than wood to injury from Warp 
ing and chinking, and ordinary fastenings 
will more readily overcome this tendency. It 
is also light and cheap, and need not be thick 
er than the common Wooden shields, in order 
to protect the can from ordinary accidents. 
Thick sheets of paper, when used for this pur 
pose, may also be readily rendered pliable. I 
deem it preferable, for ordinary purposes, to 
make the shield about a quarter of an inch 
thick. 

In do not here intend to limit myself to any 
means employed for the purpose of construct 
ing the shield and applying it to the can, ex 
Cepting as relates to the material used, but some 
additional advantages in the employment of 
paper instead of Wood will appear by setting 
forth some of the ways in which these pur 
poses may be accomplished. For example, 
the paper need not be applied to the can in 
sheets of the thickness herein suggested, but 
either short or long sheets, coated with any 
suitable viscous substance, may be applied to 
the can until the shield is of a sufficient thick 
ness, and instead of using sheets of the width 
of the shield, narrow strips may be applied by 
rotating the can, and by either carrying the 
strips from one end of the body to the other, 
or by winding them thereon in ribs. By this 
means the paper is not only firmly and closely 
attached to the can, and rendered hard and 
rigid, but the cement employed for that pur 
pose may also be such as to render the shield 
impervious to external moisture, and also to 
oils and other fluid contents of the can, in 
case of leakage from the latter. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A shipping-can provided with an outer 

shield, consisting of paper, pasteboard, or 
tar-board, substantially as and for the pur 
poses specified. 

HORATIO M, SMITH, 
Witnesses: 

F, F, WARNER, 
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