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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs W. Bou ITON, 

of Waltham, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Chap 
lets; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
My invention relates to chaplets such as 

are used in devotional exercises. The use of 
beads in the recitation of prayers had its or 
igin before Christianity was known to the 
world. The Psalms of David were in con 
stant use as prayers among the Jews and 
primitive Christians adopted them, the 
pious as well as all who, as hermits or 
monks. sought religious perfection recited 
the whole one hundred and fifty Psalms 
daily. Some there were who could not read 
and others who could not remember and 
these were allowed to recite the Lord's 
Prayer the same number of times end to 
keep a record of these prayers they used 
belts or strings of beads. One of the most 
common forms of devotion in the present 
time is the Rosary instituted by Saint Domi 
nic de Guzman the founder of the Order of 
Friars. This devotional practice by many 
comprises in all fifteen decades divided into 
three parts, and to the five decades of each 
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part are assigned the Mysteries of the Life 
of Our Lord, these being the Joyful Mys 
teries, including the Visitation, the Nativ 
ity of Our Lord, His Presentation in the 
Eg: and His Finding in the Temple; 
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the Sorrowful Mysteries which form the 
second part, and including His Bloody 
Sweat, His Scourging, His Crowning with 
Thorns, the carrying of His Cross and His 
Crucifixion; and lastly the Glorious Mys 
teries with the Resurrection of Our Lord, 
His Ascension, the Descent of the Holy 
Ghost, His Assumption of His Blessed 
Mother into Heaven and her Coronation. 
The chaplet or pair of beads as it is com 
monly known comprises fifty beads arranged 
in series of ten and each series separated by 
a single bead which is spaced from the se 
ries beads a greater distance than is each of 
such series to its fellow. The described ar 
rangement is of endless form and at an ap 
propriate point there is connected to the 
chain a short length which terminates in a 
crucifix or cross, there being a bead next 

adjacent the crucifix and spaced therefrom 
and in close arrangement three beads with 
an intervening space and a fourth bead 
which is itself spaced from the endless 60 
chain. Upon the crucifix and the five beads 
on the depending length prayers introduc 
tory to the Rosary are said. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
a chaplet especially adapted to instruction. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a chap 

let embodying my invention. Figure 2 
shows, one of the directional elements re moved. Figure 3 is an enlargement of the 
connecting piece. 
According to custom some of the mys 

teries hereinbefore referred to are used for 
reflection on certain days of the week and 
within penitential seasons and others upon 
other days and other seasons and as an aid 
to the novice I employ a number of flat ele 
ments which I call directional elements and 
upon each side of which I print or emboss 
or otherwise display an abbreviation indi 
cating the information necessary to a cor 
rect telling of the beads. Upon the element 
1 next adjacent the crucifix or cross I indi 
cate that the Joyful Mysteries are to be re 
flected upon on Mondays and Thursdays, 
the Sorrowful Mysteries on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, and the Glorious Mysteries on Sun 
days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. On the 
element 2 beyond the three beads A there 
is indicated the first of each of the three 
mysteries attending upon the first decade. 
In order that the novice may proceed in an 
orderly way and reach the decades in proper 
sequence I provide the connecting bead 4 
with an indicator 5 which is simply an elon 
gation of the connecting beads and serves as 
a finger to direct the user. The word 
“start” may be placed thereon if desired. 
Upon the faces of the piece 4 I may indi 
cate the seasons of the year when certain of 
the mysteries are appropriate. It is to the 
end of the indicator 5 that the chain upon 
which the beads are strung is fastened. 
The next spacing element 6 contains the ab 
breviations for the second of each of the 
mysteries, and this sequential arrangement 
is continued upon the elements 7, 8, and 9. 

It will be understood that I have provided 
a simple arrangement of directional ele 
ments in conjunction with a chaplet and one 
readily comprehensive, as well that the 
means for indicating the direction for the 
user is easily understood. 
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I claim as my invention: 
1. In a chaplet of five decades, a connect 

ing piece between the first and last of said: 
five decades having an indicator projecting 

5 from one portion of said connecting piece 
to direct the user in telling the beads, and a 
series of directional elements spacing said 
decades. 

2. In a chaplet including a cross, a series 
{} of beads and introductory directional ele 
ments adjacent said beads, and five decades, 
a connecting piece to which said cross, series 
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of beads and introductory directional ele 
ments are attached, such beads forming the 
connection between the first and last Ifsaid 
five decades, an indicator projecting from one portion of said connecting piece in the 
direction of the first decade to direct the user 
in telling the beads, and a series of direc 
tional elements spacing said decades. 

Entestimony whereof I have signed this specification. 

, CHARLES W. BOULTON. 
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