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This invention relates to article carriers and more
particularly to wrapper-type carriers which are specially
constructed to form an article viewing window in one or
both side wall panels of the carrier and which utilize
the material struck out to form the viewing window as
an ‘integral extension of the carrier blank, thereby to
effect a substantial economy in the use of the material
from which the carrier is formed.

It is well known that successful merchandizing of con-
sumer type articles is largely dependent upon adequately
displaying the articles. Where group packaging by means
of wrapper-type open ended article carriers is employed,
it is usually possible for the prospective purchaser of the
packaged articles to obtain a full view only through the
open end of the wrapper. * Since the ends of the wrapper
may not be disposed so as to afford a good view from
the vantage point of the prospective purchaser, one of
the most effective aspects of merchandizing may be largely
inhibited in presently known wrappers.

In some instances it -has been the practice to form
viewing windows in wrapper side walls and to waste
the material cut out to form the windows.

A principal object of this invention is to provide an
improved wrapper-type carrier which affords an adequate
view of the articles packaged therein and thereby to aid
in merchandizing the packaged articles.

Another object of this invention is the provision of
an improved wrapper which is arranged to- afford an
adequate view of the packaged articles by forming one
or more viewing windows in the wrapper side wall and
in addition to utilize the material struck out to form the
viewing window as an integral part of the wrapper and
thereby to effect a substantial economy in the use of
the material from which the wrapper is formed.

The invention in one form as applied to a wrapper-
type article carrier for packaging a group of similar
articles comprises a top panel, a pair of side wall panels
foldably joined along opposite edges to the top wall panel,
at least one auxiliary panel struck out of each of the
side wall panels and folded outwardly along a fold line
near the bottom of the associated side wall to form a
viewing window, each auxiliary panel being folded about
the bottom of the package to form a composite bottom
wall, and means for securing the auxiliary panels to-
gether to form a continuous wrapper for the packaged
ariicles. If desired, only one auxiliary panel may be
struck out and the opposite side wall may be constructed
in conventional manner.

For a better understanding of the invention, reference
may be had io the following detailed description taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an open ended wrapper
type carrier constructed according to the invention; FIG.
2 is a plan view of the blank from which the wrapper
of FIG. 1 is formed; FIG. 3 is an end view of the
wrapper such as is depicted in FIG. 1 and showing a
group of packaged articles therein; FIG. 4 is a plan view
in cross-section taken along the line 4—4 as indicated in
FIG. 3 and in which FIG. 5 is an enlarged detailed view
of one of the fastening means by which the ends of the
wrapper are securely -affixed to each other.

With reference to FIG. 2, the numeral 1 generally
designates the top panel of the wrapper while the nu-
merals 2 and 3 designate side walls thereof. Top panel
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1 is foldably joined to side wall 2 -along fold line 4
while top panel i is foldably joined to side wall 3 along
fold line 5. Fold lines 4 and 5 are respectively inter-
rupted by appropriately configured. slots 6—11 which
receive the upper edges of the packaged articles and se-
curely grip the articles in known fashion.

For the purpose of enabling the user of the carrier
to tramsport the carrier, a pair of finger tabs 16 and 17
may be struck out of the top panel 1 and foldably joined
thereto along fold lines 14 and 15 respectively.

For the purpose of forming a medial separating means
between the rows of articles disposed on either side of
the carrier a plurality of tabs 18,19, and 28 may be
struck ‘out of top panel 1 and may be arranged so as to
be folded inwardiy along their respective fold lines 21, 22
and 23.

For the purpose of facilitating the gripping of the
bottom edges of the packaged items an article engaging
panel 24 is foldably joined along the fold line 25 to the
bottom edge of panel 2 and an article receiving slit 26
is formed in known manner along the corner of the

‘package intermediate the ends of panel 24. In like

fashion, an article enigaging panel 27 is foldably adjoined
along fold line 28 to the bottom edge of side wall panel
3 and an article engaging opening 29 is formed adjacent
the corner of the package.

For the purpose of -providing article viewing windows
in the side panels 2 and 3 and in accordance with the
invention, auxiliary panels 30 and 31 are struck out of
the side wall 2 and auxiliary panels 32 and 33 are formed
in side wall 3. Auxiliary panel 30, for example, is de-
fined by cut lines 34, 35 and 36 and by a fold line 37.
‘Thus once the panel 3§ is struck out it may be folded
outwardly and around the bottom of the package along
fold line 37.

Auxiliary panel 31 is similar to panel 30 and is de-
fined by cut lines 38, 39 and 40 and by fold line 41.
Panels 32 and 33 are similarly constructed.

For the purpose of providing means for securing the
ends of auxiliary panels 30 and 32 together, a locking
tab 42 is struck out of auxiliary panel 3% and is secured
thereto -along fold line 43. For receiving the locking
tab 42 an opening defined by retaining tab 44 is formed
in auxiliary panel 32 and joined thersto at fold line 45.
When locking tab 42 is forced adjacent the retaining
tab 44 and through the opening formed thereby, the ends
of auxiliary panels 30 and 32 are secured together. For
a further description of the structure and function of the
locking and retaining tabs attention is invited to United
States Patent 2,786,572 Gentry, assigned to the assignee
of this invention. In like fashion panels 31 and 33 are
adjoined via locking tab 46 and retaining tab 47.

For enabling machine elements to grip the auxiliary
panels, tightening apertures 48 and 49 are respectively
formed in auxiliary panels 32 and 33 and similar tighten-
ing apertures 53¢ and 51 are formed respectively in the
auxiliary panels 36 and 31.

Thus as is more fully explained in the above men-
tioned Patent 2,786,572, the tightening elements of the
package forming machine are inserted into the open-
ings 48 and 49 in auxiliary panels 32 and 33 and com-
plementary tightening elements are inserted within ele-
menis 5¢ and 51 formed within auxiliary panels 30 and
31. These tightening elements move toward each other
and thereby tighten the wrapper about its group of
packaged items. When the package is sufficiently tight
plungers operated in timed sequence engage the locking
tabs 42 and 46 and drive them through the openings de-
fined by retaining tabs 44 and 47. After the locking
tabs are inserted within the openings defined by retaining
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tabs 44 and 47, they are biased toward locking position
therein by the inherent bias of the retaining tabs.

From the above description it will be obvious that by
means of the invention the auxiliary panels 389—33 are
struck out of their associated side walls to form large
article viewing windows. - Furthermore it will be obvious
that since these struck-out portions form the major part
of the composite bottom of the carrier, substantial econ-
omies in the use of material from which the blank is
formed are effected. As an example, some 20% less
material is required to form a wrapper according to this
invention than is required in conventional type carriers.

1t is apparent that one side wall such as 2 or 3 could
be of conventional construction if desired for advertising
purposes or otherwise. Furthermore it is not necessary
“that two panels such as 36 and 31 be formed in each
side wall. For some applications of the invention only
‘one such panel would be needed and for others it might
be desirable to use more than two such panels in a single
side wall.

While I have shown and described a particular em-
bodiment of the invention it will be understood that I
do not wish to be limited thereto and intend in the ap-
pended claims to cover all such changes and modifica-
tions. as fall within the true spirit and scope of the in-
vention.

What 1 c¢laim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. An open ended wrapper for packaging a plurality
- of objects arranged in a group, said wrapper comprising
a main wall panel, a pair of side wall panels foldably
joined respectively along opposite edges of said main
wall panel, a pair of object engaging panels foldably joined
respectively along the edges of said side wall panels re-
mote from the edges thereof which are adjoined to said
main wall panel, said object engaging panels being sub-
stantially narrower than one-half the width of said main
panel, an -auxiliary panel struck out of each of said
side wall panels and respectively foldably joined thereto
near the edges thereof remote from said maijn wall panel
and adjacent the fold lines between said side wall panels
and their associated object engaging panels, said aux-
iliary panels being transversely foldable outwardly rela-
tive to the associated side wall panels to form an object
viewing window in each of said side wall panels and to
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form extension panels for said wrapper, and means for
interconnecting said extension panels with each other to
form a composite wall opposite from and parallel to said
main wall.

2. An open ended wrapper for packaging a plurality
of objects arranged in a group, said wrapper comprising
a main wall panel, a pair of side wall panels foldably
joined respectively along opposite edges of said main
wall panel, a pair of object engaging panels foldably
joined - respectively to said side wall panels along the
edges- of said side wall panels remote from the edges
thereof which are adjoined to said main wall panel, said
object engaging panels being substantially narrower than
one-half the width of said main panel, a pair of aux-
iliary panels struck out of each of said side wall panels
and foldably joined thereto near the edge thereof re-
mote from said main wall panel, said auxiliary panels
being transversely foldable outwardly relative to the as-
sociated side wall panels and into parallel spaced and
generally coincidental relation to said main panel to form
a pair of object viewing windows in said side wall panels
and to form two pairs of extension panels, and means
for securing said extemsion panels of each mpair to the
corresponding extension panels of the other pair-to form
a continuous wrapper adapted for disposition about a
group of packaged objects.

3. A generally rectangular wrapper blank for packag-
ing a plurality of objects arranged in a group, said wrap-
per blank comprising a main wall panel, a pair of side
wall panels foldably joined respectively to said main wall
panel along opposite edges thereof, a pair of narrow
object engaging panels foldably joined respectively to
said side wall panels along the edges thereof remote from
the edges thereof which are adjoined to said main wall
panel, an auxiliary panel struck out of at least one of
said side wall panels and foldably joined thereto near the
edge thereof remote from said main wall panel and gen-
erally parallel with the adjacent end of the blank. ’
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